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a note about this edition 


Local historians have long been keenly aware 
of Sidney Smith Johnson's monumental contribution 
to Tyler and Smith County history through his two 
books published at the turn of the century, "Some 
Biographies of Old Settlers, Historical, Personal 
and Reminiscent" and "Texans Who Wore The Gray". 
Both volumes represented accurately the ex-Confed- 
erate officer's love for his adopted state, the 
lost cause of the South, and Jocal history in 
general. i 


Johnson's books have been out of print for 
forty-—odd years, and their valuable information on 
Smith County, Texas, from its organization in 1846 
until 1900, almost lost to the public. Volumes 
that did survive the six decades since their pub- 
lication in Tyler, have been handed down from 
generation-to-generation until the overworked term 
"collector's item" can be correctly used to des- 
Ccribe either book. 


Recognizing these facts, and feeling acutely 
its responsibility to collect and distribute the 
history of Smith County, the Publications Committee 
of the Smith County Historical Society and Historical 
Survey Committee recommended in May, 1965, the re- 
publication of "Some Biographies" in a limited, 
facsimile edition with only a biographical note on 
the author and a comprehensive index to be added. 500 
copies in the identical size and format as the orig- 
inal have been reprinted. No errors have been correct-, 
ed, and no photos or material deleted. 


Captain Johnson's second book, "Texans Who Wore 
The; Gray"., published. .in 1907, is primarily biograph- 
ical sketches and photos of ex-Confederates. Although 
both books are labeled "VOLUME I", no second volume 
of either was ever published. Mrs. J. Irving Nicholls, 
Johnson's sole surviving child who gave the Society 
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permission to issue this facsimile, stated that her 
father "had gathered the data and had prepared a third 
book, which he said would be better than the other two". 
The family was unable to obtain the manuscript after 
his death as it disappeared from his office. 


A sketch of Johnson's life is found on pages 326- 
328 of "Texans Who Wore The Gray".The following excerpts 
are taken from that article written by Ed W. Smith. 


“Captain Sidney Smith Johnson, a veteran of the 
Third Texas Cavalry, was born in Choctaw County, Miss- 
issippi. April 19, 1840, son of D. M. Johnson and his 
wife, Adeline Smith Johnson. His grandfather Johnson 
was a patriot soldier in the war of the Revolution. The 
family came to Cherokee County, Texas, in 1849, and to 
Tyler in 1854. 


, "On June 9, 1861, Sidney S. enlisted, in Tyler in 
Captain D. Y. Gaines' Company K, of the Third Texas 
Cavalry, and was elected third lieutenant of his com- 
pany. After twelve months' service he was elected 
captain, and this rank he served during the remainder 
of the war. 


"West of the Mississippi River he shared the 
campaigns of his regiment under General Ben McCulloch 
in Arkansas, Indian Territory and Missouri, fighting 
principally at the historic battles, Oak Hill and Elk 
Horn Tavern. Then crossing the Mississippi he served 
dismounted at Corinth during the seige, including the 
battle of Farmington, and in the fall of 1862 shared 
the distinguished gallantry of his regiment at Iuka 
and in the two days assault upon Rosecrans' army at 
Corinth. Then the regiment was remounted and during 
the remainder of the war he served as Captain of 
Cavalry in Ross' Brigade, Jackson's Division. 


"He took part in the batties of his command in 
Mississippi and Tennessee under Van Dorn, including 
the capture of Holly Springs and the victory at 
Thompson's Station, and in 1864, took part in the 
Georgia campaign from Resaca to Atlanta and Jones- 
boro. He was severely wounded at Lovejoy Station 
in this campaign, and at other times received slight 
wounds. In the latter part of 1864 he campaigned 
in ‘Tennessee under Forrest and W. H. Jackson, and 
finally closed a worthy and gallant career as a 
soldier in the spring of 1865. When the war came 
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to an end he and his company were on a well earned 
furlough, and they disbanded without surrender." 


"The war ended, he was admitted to the bar of 
Tyler, and remained in the practice of law until 
1880, when he became connected with the press of the 
city, and first and last had charge of different 
editorial adventures. He was married October 15, 
1867, to Miss Zelda Smith, a daughter of Dr. L. W. 
and Nancy Smith. Dr. Smith was a physician and a 
successful planter in the Bascom community. Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Johnson had born to them eight children." 
Sidney Smith Johnson died January 26, 1910, and 
is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Tyler, Texas. 
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INTRODUCTORY 


The author during a long residence in Smith 
county has compiled many of the principal historical 
events of the county, from its orgauization into a 
county up to the civil war, including the years 
from 1846 to 1861. 

Smith county has contributed her full share in 
advancing the material interests of Texas; has 
wielded a good influence in adding to her greatness, 
along with her sister counties, making Texas the 
great Southern Empire, the results of the patriotic 
blood of the defenders of the Lone Star State. 

A great people is fruitful in results of producing 
statesmen, educators, lawyers, doctors, mechanics, 
poets, farmers and artisans that laid the foundation 
‘stone upon which Greater ‘Texas was to be built. 
Hence, her public men have held the leading state 
ofhces longer, perhaps, than any county in the 
State. Her statesmen have made an tnpress on 
Texas history; her great lawyers have marked 
the pages of Texas jurisprudence; her great 
educators have helped to mould the public mind 
in the channels that led to success; her farmers 


have made the land laugh with plenty and hum the 
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song of industry; her poets have sung the songs 
of loveand truth ; her worien have been the helpmeet 
to our refinement in organizing scciety in the grand 
march of usefuiness; her able and _ scholarly 
ministers have contributed their share in spiritual 
usefulness among the people; while the grand oid 
pioneers, who felled the forest, led civilization to 
erect its alters amidst the forests of East Texas. 
With this view in mind, I have collated into 
chapters many things worthy of preservation which 
I hope will bew rich legacy to be handed down to 
succeeding generations. Each chapter ts so ar- 
ranged that it has no special connection with the 
succeeeding one, as each chapter treat of matters 
pertaining mostly toitself. The author is prompted 
with the idea of keeping home history as a patriotic 
duty, hence, these pages will go into public print. 
The germ of civil and religious liberty was 
planted in the early settlements of this country, 
commencing at the rustic rules that governed then 
to the splendid refinement of today. Such good 
history made by a good people should be a sacred 
heritage. It should be watered and cared for with 
an affectionate love and veneration, for it was -an 
honest patriotic people that made it. Coming 
generatious from the loins of a grand ancestry 


should be proud of what they accomplished. 


THk AUTHOR. 
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HISTORY OF SMITH COUNTY 


From 1846 to [900==Historical, Personal 
and Reminiscent. 


CHAPTER ‘Tf. 


Smith county is situated in Northeast Texas, 
the Sabine river being the northern boundary; on 
the west 1t is separated by the Neches river, the divid- 
iny line between Van Zandt and Henderson coun- 
ties: on the south by Cherokee, and on the east 
“by Rusk counties. The present population is 
about 50,000 inhabitants, with a voting population 
of 6,500. Tyler, the county seat, now has a pop- 
ulation of 10,000, and is situated on the main line 


of the Cotton Belt railroad and on a brauch of the 
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International and Great Northern and the Tyler 
and Southeastern railways, thus giving the city 
extra railroad facilities. I could say a great deal 
about her present resources, but leave that for an- 
other chapter, in which I will give a general de- 
tail of her industries. 

In April, 1846, the legislature appcinted W. B. 
Duncan, J. C. Hill, E. E. Lott, John Dewberry 
and john Loller conimissioners to locate the county 
boundary, and also to locate the county seat. This 
work was done by the commissioners in a few 
months, and the site for the city of Tyler was _ lo- 
cated. They built a log courthouse on the north 
side of the public square, aiso a jail a little east of 
the International and Great Northern depot. Here 
a controversy arose between the locating commiis- 
sioners and the newly elected county commuiission- 
ers. That is a part of the early history in the 


) 


election of 1848. The commissioners’ court built a 
log house on the spot where the present courthouse 
now stauds, while the locating comunssioners con- 
tended for their location on the north side, and the 
result was a lively canvass followed, the county 
commissioners being on the winning side. 

You see that Snnuth county was born in the 
throes of a political revolution, and has been 
‘storm-tossed’’? ever since. The thinly settled 


people were brought together, and much eloquence 
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5 
was spent in carrying their point. It was this ear- 
ly and continuous education of her people that 
qualified Smith county leaders in leading the polit- 
ical forces in the state campaigns that followed. 
Her part played in state politics will occur later on. 
Her politicians, lawyers and statesmen have played 
a conspicuous part, and her literary people and ed- 
ucators have done their share in advancing along 
the lines of intelligence and good government. 

A short notice of the lacating commissioners 
will not perhaps be out of place here: 

John Duncan was an old settler here before the 
county was organized, and he won golden opinions 
from the people who knew him for his honesty, in- 
telligence and manly virtues. I have no special 
data of his late life, but suppose he has paid the 
debt we all owe, and ‘‘passed over the river.’’ 

John Dewberry was born in the state of Geor- 
gia; came to Texas in 1835, and died in this coun- 
ty in February, 1877. He was a large planter, 
and a humane slave owner of the ante-bellum days; 
true to his section and loyal to the South. He 
settled and opened up a large plantation in the 
Southern part of the county, making farming a 
success. The plantation now bears his name. 
Col. Dewberry was not only a successful farmer, 
but made merchandising a success. He was great- 


ly loved and appreciated for his intelligence, public 
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spirit and gentlemanly qualities. An old-time 
Southerner, to the manner born, we could but love 
and venerate his old-time Southern hospitality. 
He built the first ginhouse Smith county had, and 
- flat-boated his cotton down the Trinity river to the 
Galveston market. He was an honored citizen, 
and au upright, honest man. Col. Dewberry was 
not a politician, hence he never aspired to official 
honors, preferring the walks of private life. He, 
however, played his part in building well for the 
future, and making Smith county a leader in 
everything that goes to make up a good and ad- 
vanced civilization. 

Col. E. EH. Lott was a marked personality, and 
was recognized as a leader among men; a natural- 
born politician, a fluent speaker, making a good 
record in county and state affairs. He was amem- 
ber of the first Texas legislature, and remained in 
the upper house as State Senator up to the civil 
war, resigning it to accept the position of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel of Roberts’ Texas regiment. He was 
one of the most popular men Smith county ever 
had. In manners and personal appearance he was 
pleasing, and had a magnetic force that few men 
ever possess. The world was flat or round with 
him, so that depended on the crowd he was with. 
He was at home in any place, let the conditions be 


what they might, and was never known to make a 
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mistake in politics in his eventiul life. Fully six 
feet, one inch tall, black, piercing eyes, he would 
naturally attract attention anywhere and under all 
conditions. In ‘‘the dazzling splendors of the ban- 
quet hall,’’ or the humble log cabin of his constit- 
uency, he was at ease and made himself at home. 
He never lost an election, nor suffered the 
pangs of defeat.. The writer remembers a discus- 
sion on the reopening of the African slave trade be- 
tween Col. Geore W. Chilton and Col. Jack Davis, 
along in the fifties, at which Col. Lott was a listen- 
er, and at the same time a candidate for the election 
to the State Senate. The crowd was about equally 
divided on the question discussed. It was whis- 
pered around that Lott would be called upon for 
his opinion, and as he was a candidate, the peo- 
ple had a right to know how he stood. Cols. Chil- 
ton and Davis were able debaters, and had raised 
enthusiasm on each side to fever heat, and it was 
feared that Col. Lott would make some mistake. 
He was called out for an expression, and rising to 
the call, he made a most remarkable speech, cap- 
turing both sides. He took up one side, and de- 
clared if the result would be as stated by Col. Chil- 
ton, he was strongly in favor of it. But if the re- 
sults would be as predicted by Col. Davis, he was 
unquestionably opposed to it, winding up without 
uttering one word as to how he stood, but saying 
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enough to convince all sides that he was with them. 
He took the audience by storm and captured the 
whole—-both favoring Lott, and all sides claiming 
him. ‘The result of the election was he was elected 
State Senator without opposition. He was greatly 
appreciated for his sterling, generous qualities, and 
there was much regret at his death, which occurred 
at his home in Starrville, in this county, a few 
years after the war. 

Col. J. C. Hill, another old pioneer, was a model 
citizen, and upright Christian gentleman of edu- 
cation an old-time Southern hospitality. He 
came to Texas*in 1835, and was here before the or- 
ganization of the county. A practical and educated 
surveyor, he did more surveying in the early set- 
tlement of this county than all others put together. 
The old surveys niade by him, and the accuracy of 
his work, has never been questioned. He _ sur- 


veyed the county boundary lines, and laid off the 
city of Tyler, and the same lines run by him then 
are the landmarks of today. He lost his eyesight 
during the war, and passed several years blind. 
He was an intelligent man, and very popular with 
all who knew him. He died on his farm near 
Whitehouse, in this county, about 1870, greatly 
lamented. He was a model man, and made his 


impress upon the community in which he lived. 
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Honest in his dealings, truthful in what-he said, 
Col. Jim Hill was loved by everyone. 

John Loller was another old-timer who played a 
conspicuous part in early times here. Much can 
be written of him, as he fulfilled the duties of life 
and laid down to receive his just reward. These 
men will figure later on. 

A sparsely settled county a half century ago, 
with a few hundred souls then, teeming with its 
thousands of busy people now! What will the next 
fifty vears bring forth? 

Let us mark the grave of the old-timer with a 
hehtting headstoné. His virtues were many and 
his good deeds would filla volume. His patriotic 
devotion to his county, to posterity and a Christian 
civilization is worthy of preservation. It is the du- 
ty of succeeding generations to preserve the gocd 
deeds of our benefactors. It is approved by the in- 


telligent thought of any people. 
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CHAPTER Hi, 


The first county election held in Smith county 
was on tne 8th day of August, 1846. The following 
county officers were elected and duly installed: 

S. W. Farmer, county judge; A. W. Martin, 
county clerk; C. C. Alexander, district clerk ; 
William Wooton, sheriff; W. B. Thompson, 
assessor and collector; Craig Wren, treasurer. - 

The county commissioners elected were: Rob't 
Bond, Thomas Webb, James Dollahite and Samue! 
Rogers. 

It took the county machinery time to adjust 
itself to the new order of things, hence, the firs: 
session of the county commissioners* court was 
held on the roth day of November, 1846. This 
court tax—less than 124 percent on the hundred 
dollars—miadea special levy for a county court house 


and jail, two necessary adjuncts to an advancing 
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growth of civilization. The caurt house was built 
on the ground where the present one now stands, 
the *jail just “east of the T. & G. N. depot, a very 
little north of the fashionable De Colored Hotel, 
kept by Polly Howard, the ruling spirit of the 
colored Howard family. 

The buildings were of log structures from the 
the forest timbers, almost in a stone’s throw of the 
ground they were built on. The logs were roughly 
hewed before placed in position. The court house 
was the seat of justice, from which the rights and 
wrongs of the weakness of human nature should 
be settled by the highest scales of justice and 
equity—blind justice presiding—the right protected 
and innocence vindicated. The same building was 
a town hall and used for religious worship. Here 
the pioneer preacher told of gospel truths with 
power and burning eloquence. Here the gay dance 
was held. The town meetings were called and 
local matters were discusssed and determined for 
the betterment of the people. Eminent men 
addressed the people on political and other questions 
of the day. 

The seeming conflict of the location of the 
court house had been definately settled by the 
county election deciding in favor of the court house 
square. The locaters, however, had built a log 
house on the North Side, where the courts were held 
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until the building of a new one, which was done in 
1847. The old court house was an historic one; 
many thrilling appeals of logic and eloquence were 
given the early jurors to weigh, digest and then 
apply to the law as given in the charge of the 
court. | 

The. county election was a spirited one, but 


good humor prevailed. The arguments, pro and . 


con, were told from the stump in every part of the 
county. ‘The very first Smith county election was 
an interesting one and has grown in momentum and 
force ever since. The coming elections here meant 
that studied political tactics held the winning cards, 
hence, Smith county politicians soon became well 
known throughout the State. Her first election 
laid the ground-work for a political school; her 
young and rising statesmen were not long in 
‘catching on’’ to the wheels of popular success. 

J. D. G. Adrian and C. C. Cowsar were the 
first justices’ of the peace, and John C. Bulger was 
the lawful and high constable of precinct No. 1. 
Of the three last officials—neither alike in person- 
ality—were marked personalties in their day and 


generation. 
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF 
SMITH COUNTY. 


CHAPLTER1H, 


— 


The first district court held in Smith county 
was opened on’the third Monday in December, 
1846, in a log court house on the north side of the 
public square. It was of rustic structure and fur- 
nished strictly on the primitive style, with mother 
earth asthe floor. Everything was rugged and hon- 
est, on the level with square judicial opinions on 
the rights and wrongs of a publi¢ or a private 
nature. The early jurisprudence in Texas was 
marked with intellectual vigor and legal ability. 
The early Texas courts gave out opinions that 
have been quoted as national authority, sound in 
principle, justice, force and legal exactness. 

The Hon. Wim. B. Ochiltree was the presiding 
judge; C. C. Alexander, district clerk; Wim. Woo- 
ten, sheriff, and W. C. Pierce, acting as deputy. 


T have no record of « p-tit jury for this term of 
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the court, as no-cases were tried. The district at- 
torney failed to put in appearance and I failed to 
get his name. It is presumed that his presence 
was not needed. 

The grand jury was empaneled, organized and 
given a charge by the court, but adjourned the 
next morning without finding a bill. There were 
two cases on the civil docket—ore, a divorce suit, 
the other tresspass to try title. So you see, the 
first case filed in the district court was a divorce 
suit that has grown with civilization to be alarm- 
ing to the thoughtful along the lines of this heay- 
enly ordained marital relation. The charges pre- 
ferred in the petition were very severe and strong 
and looked bid, but the facts might have devel- 
oped another side to this case. 

The following early settlers maabheel the first 
grand jury that ever assembled in the county of 
Smith: 

Jno. Kirkpatrick, foreman; Geo. Walters, 
Elijah Meadow, J. L. McKinley, Hiram Lorance, 
Thomas Stein, John Wolf, Jas. R. Rowe, Sinith 
M. Gammon, J. I. McAdams, H. E. Hudnall, 
Thos. J. Gardner, Joel Casey, Jas. L. Croslin. 
John L. Chauncey was appointed bailiff for the 
grand jury. 

So faras the writer knows and believes, the 


abovenaimed, after the performance of life’s duties, 
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have crossed over the river, beyond the ken of 
man. ‘Their parts were well played in life’s dra- 
ma, with an eye to the single good of those who 
were to follow after them. These were a part ot 
the patriotic men who laid the foundation for our 
present highly cultured citizenship. The writer 
knew later in life, many ofthem. The impressions 
maide.on the boy of the men and times, are lasting 
as the hand of time points to the grains of sand 
falling in the hour glass. These men were proud 
of their work for Smith county and Texas, that 
culminated in a grand and high order of education, 
refinement, 2d a cultivated, prosperous people. 
1 will have more to say of them. 

Judge Wm. B. Ochiltree was an_ historic 
character and personage in Texas. He was a 
splendid lawyer, a fluent speaker of peculiar and 
striking eloquence and force. He was aman of a 
compact build, of good frame, the most remarka- 
ble and noticeable feature was his large head—ap- 
parently disproportioned, but a kind and classical 
face that always attracted the stranger. Sam 
Houston, the father of Texas, spitefully called 
him ‘‘Buffalo Head,’’ the name that followed 
Judge Ochiltree in after life. He was known 
throughout Texas for his ability as a lawyer, his 
force and power as a brilliant speaker, full of wit 
aud repartee. 
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Judge Ochiltree was an old line whig, with the 
convictions of his party creed as the bed-rock 
of good government, that gave him political disad- 
vantage in this new democratic commonwealth. 
But he was a born political fighter along these 
lines, and accepted the guage of battle when- 
ever offered, and with forensic force hurled political 
epithets on his political adversary. His guns 
were of large calibre, and uo makeshift fellow 
could stand very long before him. He was an at- 
tractive man in conversatihn and manner. He 
wore well—the more you knew of him the better 
you likéd him. Social and genial in his make-up, 
a boon companion for the crowd he ran with, made 
him personally popular. 

The Judge was a Souther man of strong con- 
victions, aud a native of North Carolina. When 
the old whig party dissolved, he joined the democrat- 
ic party and fought the know-nothing party. He 
favored secession, was a delegate to the seceding 
convention, and a member of the Confederate 
congress during the life time of that body of great 
men. 

Judge Ochiltree was a gra .d figure in the early 
history of Texas. He died at Marshall, Texas, a 
few years after the war, to the regret of the people 


of Texas. 
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GEGOND TERM. OF,.DIS- 
TRICT COURT. 


CHAPTER. IV. 


The second term of the district court of Smith 
county was held on the 21st day of April, 1847, 
the Hon. Amos Clark, presiding judge. The 
same county officers present as at the first term. 

Judge Amos Clark was a good lawyer, a digmi- 
fied judge, a man of much practical sense and 
sound legal judgment with the discrimination to 
reach the proper legal points to base a decision. 
He was an early settler and helped mould the rules 
of procedure of the early courts of the state—of 
great force of character and very popular with the 
people. 

At this term of the court Judge Stephen Reaves 
—a young man—was enrolled as an attorney at 
law. He produced a license from the State of Ala- 
bama, where he had lived before coming to Texas. 
This was the starting point of an honorable and 





(MODs 12 
aT 


















= 
~e 
* 


2 2a or Ti wee ae? JIN JOR 14 ; ht to ftirra forte opae oft ae 


ah Der 
: _ 
_ 
~~ 
. 
e 
— 
ki 
a 
* 
J 


? : : 
ae abr JinndA to veh. ic ; 
oy * ; (Fo sare ; HO olaul dew -eitnsi0% 
ce De i ~ 2) i a unr * iF 7, 
ar oe a, . as 2 ee ; ~) i on < 
ore | aq hts! comA ook al 
oe i Pr? = . ee os 
aks erst JayA nift te ac tsdearc bee 
_ . ‘Marat Jantar JE 22 PtsZo HATS 9; to tibet oe 
ie ie i : treet : fetta * » al 
jo be aa hd 20. Seabee , 
jo bite seman. {moijonm dota } wie - 
le red 5°) ] ; re a ° rey c 
Loe | ; ivy} Pe ee be but bs E 


‘ = 


ee et 


0} motemimmtocih ad: 


| enw 2 a? stipe! tf 4age1 Bir. J aR. 
P Pik ee [ 
Ps ROTEISA & SeimS 03 edciog: Iga x. Myon oy dong ‘ 


I 2ol arr ott Blisonm: bay is of Dig 


elite vitss us cid oH 
? . lo-s$Ree oft to aITWOD yi rr9 aT} te ay of 7 o qi 
ai) ‘2 4 1¢ ¥¢ 


{iz tithe rolngog rev ere 







[9) sted: lo seats we 6: ; 











eave BEN eri io 09 seh itt'tad lat oor 


i» 
, 5. 
wé 









if 


% 


Of Abs 





bis seo ott. 
rs 


in Is hey 
a Me ™ 7) ‘y = he 


i 
n ipf\. 


18 


successful career as a lawyer and citizen of Judge 
Stephen Reaves, through the kindness of a good 
Provicence is still living in our midst, honored and 
loved for his consistent religions life and integrity 
of a long and useful one. He was an honest law- 
yer aud a good one, standing in the front in his 
procession, an able counseller never forgetting the 
ethics of the profession. Judge Reaves has lived 
here for more than fifty years—the oldest inhabi- 
tant of Tyler—having enjoyed the confidence of 
this people from early mauhecd to his declining 
years. Able asa lawyer, true and progressive as 
a citizeu, watchful of his Christian duties, he is hon- 
ored, loved and justly venerated. May he be with 
us many years. 

The second grand jury for Smith county were as 
follows: Robert Walters, foreman; Jessie C. 
Kincannon, Harry M. Thompson, James Kelley, 
Henry W, Freeman, Josiah Thomas, John Kelley, 
Stephen Chancey, Vandy Jolly, Robt. B. Hudnall, 
Thomas Jordon, Isaac Matthews, James Doyle, 


William Bladen, Arthur Lott. 

The petit jury at this term of the court tried 
only one case, (fined the culprit one cent), was as 
follows: William Wilson, William McKinley, 
Samuel Sitton, R. Meadow, Abram Chancellor, 


Robt. H. Hester, William Strasner, J. Pittman, 
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Samuel W. Odom, J. L. Myers, Edgar Pollett, 
1M Peters. | 

Only two names mentioned, as far as the writer 
knows, are living: Judge Stephen Reaves, of this 
city, and Col. Win. J. Huggins, of Lindale, Texas. 

Col. Wm. J. Huggins is a well known and 
popular citizen of Lindale, Texas, and a. well 
preserved man for his age, being active, hale and 
hearty. He has been a successful planter, mak- 
ime the farm the. chief business of his _ life, 
with energy and success he mastered the details of 
his calling with profit to himself, family and 
community in which he lived. Col. Huggins ts 
an old-time Southern gentleman, an honorable, up- 
right, intelligent and worthy citizen. He can 
relate many interesting and amusing scenes of 
pioneer times, reaching back of the county organi- 
zation, that have passed the half century mark. 
His children comprise some of the leading business 
men of Smith county. | 

Judge Stephen Reaves and Col. Huggins are 
representative men of the times and the men who 
assisted in laying the foundation of our county 
government that culminated in an intelligent, 
populous and energetic pe.ple. The ground-work 
was well laid ; the plaus and specifications strictly 
conformed with; the civil structure well built ; 


their lives a success. 
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A few more courts and the writer will retrace 
his steps and turn to other matters of a local and 
general interest. 





BHIRD-TERM*OF: DIS: 
TRICT’COURT 


“CHAPTER: V. 


The third term of the district court for Smith 
county was convened on the 3rd Monday in June, 
1848, the Hon. Oran M. Roberts, presiding as 
special judge. This was the ‘‘Old Alcalde,’ long 
a citizen of Tyler, who became prominent in Texas 
jurisprudence as lawyer and judge and the ‘‘pay-as- 
you-go’’ Governor of the State. While on the 
bench he delivered opinions that became standard 
authority on many legal points, giving Gov. 
Roberts eminence as a judge of profound ability. 
He made Texas an able and good governor, 
adopting a strict economne system of State govern- 
ment that put Texas on the grand march to 
material and permanent prosperity. Gov. Rorberts 
dicd a few years ago at his home, at Marble Falls, 
Texas, to the deep sorrrow and regret of the people 


who loved to honor him. He was an old Jand- 


ne 
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mark that went out to follow Houston, Rusk, 
Lamar, Pinkney Henderson and other great Texas 
lights beyond the river. What a halo-cluster of 
niarshal spirits on the other shore ? 

The following composed the panel of the grand 
jury: Wm. S. Walker, foreman; John Thomas, 
Wm. McAdams, Johnathan Lewter, Wm. McBride, 
Win. H. Stevenson, Agrippa Adkinson, Jno. R. 
Butler, John Love, Isaac Waters, J. Kelly, R. 5S. 
Bradford, Isaac H. Daniels, Stephen Chancey. 
The appointed bailiff to wait on the court was E. 
W. Burroughs. 

The petit jury were as follows: Thomas J. 
Gardner, Wim. J. Huggins, Wim. Garnett, John B. 
Gilley, Nicholas Wren, Absolem S. Watts, B. A. 
Marchant, Thos. C. Stein, Arthur Lott, Daniel H. 
Lindsey, Elisha Barcroft, John Wolf. 

These were a grand lot of men in their day and 
time. The only surviving one, as far as I know, 
is Col. Wm. J. Huggins, of Lindale, Texas. 

J. D. G. Adrian held the first justice court in 
Tyler, presiding with original dignity and honor, 
carrying many amusing incidents connected with 
his judicial history. He was eccentric and honest, 
with limited education, but possessed a strong 
natural mind and had that redeeming trait, the 
milk of human kindness. His guiding star in his ju- 


dicial, aswell as his personal life, was justice between 
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nian and man. He never hesitated to grapple, and 
in a moment decide, intricate legal questions that 
Judge Story would take days to investigate and 
decide a great principal involved in it. Justice was 
his motto and “lawyers could go to h—, and carry 
Blackstone with them.’’? Adrian was a leading 
character in his day in Smith county. Along in 
the fifties he was seut to the legislature with Jack 
Davis, (Everett, Lott being in the Senate), and 
he made a good working member. Smith county’s 
two representatives were different in shape and 
attainments. Davis was a cultured man and a 
lawyer ot4good ability. Adrian was on the Davy 
Crockett order with natural strong forces, and a 
power with the boys ‘‘at the forks of the creek.’’? He 
never hesitated to mount the stump in defence of 
what he conceived to be right, or denounce what he 
regarded as wrong. He was ‘‘one of the old blue 
hen’s chickens,’’ and proud to assert it. His Jan- 
gaye was not as fluent as Geo. W. Chilton’s or 
R. B. Hubbard's or had the sweet accents, like 
honey, dripping from the comb of Pink Hill; 


but, nevertheless, Adrian always ‘ 


got there 
with both feet.”’ He was a stemwinder to mother 
Huglish, but hit the ‘bull’s-eye’’ atthe other end 
of the line. Political he pronounced “‘politikle,’’ 
aud scored heavier along this line. While in the 


legislature he always caught the ear of the speaker 
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and the rapt attention of the house. At the gov- 
ernor’s reception he said the ‘“‘sylybub was fine, 
strongly ‘conglomerated’ with sassafrac,’’ Being 
a six-footer and a heavy weight, he thought he 
had ‘‘squelched the innards’’ out of the first spring 
bottom chair he ever sat in. He was rustic and 
sensible, honest and popular, and died years ago 
with the esteem and veneration of the people. 
What he lacked in classics he made up in kind- 
ness; what he lacked in literary attainments he 
scattered sunshine along life’s pathway, gladdening 
hearts by his open handed charities. 

Abcit this time Smith cornty played a con- 
spicuous part in state and local politics. Among 
the men of that day none was more popular and de- 
serving than Capt. Richard B. Long, who is still 
with us and a worthy representative of the ante- 
bellum days. He was district clerk and sheriff of 
Smith county, and performed his duty with honesty 
and efficiency, ever mindful of the interest of the 
people. He 1s the father of a large family of chil- 
dren. The girls intelligent and bright—the bovs 
steady business nan, and leading in the pursuits 
of their calling. Capt. Long is an old man now, 
ip reasonable health for one of his age, enjoying 
the respect and conficence of this people. He was 
at one time among the leaders of business and _pol- 


itics. Dick Long made in life an honest record, 
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playing a good part in its whirls of change and 


progress. He is now passing the evening of life 





at his home—a handsome estate—in South. Tyler. 
May he be with us many years to come, and the 
autumn of life be the serenist to this grand, good 


man. 





KHMINTS ENCES Gt). LE 
FAST, 


CHAPTER. Vi. 


Let us take a retrospective view of Tyler and 
Smith county. Time has wrought wonderful 
changes. Men have appeared upon the stage of 
life, played their part, passed away as the Cycle of 
Time gathered up the sheaves. Memory, uncon- 
sciously, takes a part in the melodrama of life and 
connects the differeut acts together; will con- 
tinue to do so until the last curtain of life drops. 
Then to realms only seen through Faith and Hope, 
as painted by the Great Sculper that controls the 
Universe of mind, air and matter. 

Fifty years ago Tyler wasa_ small country 
village, now a little city of 10,000 people. Tyler 
was new and rustic then, laying the foundation for 
the future she played in civilization, education, 
religion and politics. It was a big-hearted, social 


people then. 
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Judge Stephen Reaves, Geo. W. Chilton, Dick 
Hubbard, Tom Selman, were plodding to the 
front as lawyers. A little later John C. Robert- 
son who made the lawasuccess. Win. S. Walker, 
a staunch citizen, a leader in church and good 
morals. Johi M. Patterson, A. W. Ferguson, 
Ira Hilis and Geo. Yarbrough in the front lines of 
commercial life. Dr. J. W. Davenport was in 
a good professional practice. Judge Ham and 
Thos. J. Hayes were on a land trade. Mart 
Malone kept on the corner. Adrian and Cowsar 
justices of the peace and John C. Bulger lawful 
constable. This trio kept the scales of justice on 
an even balance. 

John Molman was the village wag; Tom 
Albertson was a modest baker who kept excellent 
cake, beer and ginger-pop; Bony Ellis discussed 
problematical legal questions, elucidating the same 
with grace and fluency, that would require the 
judicial mind of Judge O. M. Roberts to consult 
his text books. Judge Harper would interest the 
boys about his ‘‘thrilling adventures’? back in 
Old Tennessee. The jolly Dick, Tom and Lige 
Meadow would tarry a few days with the boys. 

Capt. F. N. Gary and Prof. J. John Carter 
Impressed the youth that they were bosses of the 
Sitiation in ‘learning the young idea how to 


shoot,’’? with impressive foree and ‘‘smarting”’ 
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effect. The boy took his whipping, went home 
and said ‘not a word about it for fear another 


) 


‘“‘climax,’’? just in the rear of the happy home- 


‘fenchored’’ on the gentle zephyrs 


stead would be 
of the evening. Things have progressed since 
then; the rod has lost its domestic influence and 
Solomon’s wisdom has never reached the era of 
the last years of the r9th century. The old fossil 
is an egotistical fool who attemps to discount this 


age of brilliancy and Christian advancement. 





Hardy Holman binilt the Holman house—an 
immense structure for that day, having unstairs— 


amd kept a plain English tavern. The dining 





room was the dancing hall—two sets at a time 


6 ) 


was the place to ‘‘tip the light fantastic toe,’’? cut 
the pigeon-wing and the merry cotillion, or the 
grand old Virginia reel, our fathers danced. Har- 
dy Holman, a 300-pounder, and Dick Hubbard, 
now ‘he diplomat and statesman, often led the 
dance.’ Yes, there were Bryan Marsh, Tom Wig- 
gins, George Chilton, Muller Johnson, Pat and 
Ben Beaird, Van Hamilton, John P. Smith, Jim 
Dougias, Frank Hays and others who kept time 
with “‘flying feet’? to the sweet strains of the vio- 
lin inthe hands of that natural born musician, 
Dr. Jim McBride. Dr. Henry McBride was there 


too with smiles, and talked about the practical side 


‘ ) 


of life in the ‘‘same old way.’’ George and Jim- 
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mie Adams would watch the merry dancing; Cal 
Pierce, Dr. and Jim Warren were here; Dave Crow 
told many good stories and Alf Davis played the 
gallant. 

The Swann’s were here, Elam, Tom and Jack, 
full of business and the very soul of honor, and 
others too numerous to mention here. 

The old-timer enjoyed life, not so much amuse- 
ment as now, but more wholesome and better rel- 
ished. Society had not drawn the distinctive as 
now. Property cut no figure in i1t—bonesty was 
the standard—the striped stocking dude had not 
struck town then—and it is well he didn’t. 
Everybody talked plain English with a strong 
Southern accent—no swellish lisping te mar the 
pleasures of the occasion. Life with its hopes and 
pleasures moved smoothly along. The evening 
bugle sound of the incoming stage attracted more 
attention than the locomotive whistle of today. 

The handsome matrons and lovely damsels 
added zest and happiness to the evening party— 
excuse me—entertainment. The moments went 
in rapid fight—the sweet women and pretty girls 
made it so. The laughter is hushed in the mist of 
the fleeting years, and most of them have passed 
out and crossed the river, but are still ‘‘of the 
blessed’? memory of the years that are numbered 


with the dead past. Fleeting forms are recollected 
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and the age of time affects the physical man, but 
lends brightness to the cultivated mind in the com. 
ing years. 

Boren, Goodman, Long, Seeton, Erwin, Will- 
jams, Bell, Rush, McKinley, Lott, Rettter, and a 
host of others moved on life’s scene in the time of 
which I write. They built well and handed down 
honest nanies as heirlooms for those to follow theni. 
What a glorious heritage and a noble line of proud 
aucestors—proud of their honesty, proud of their 


manly virtues. 
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The first Baptist church organized in Tyler 
was on the Sth day of April, 1548, in the old log 
court house on the public square. The following 
members constituted the presbytery in its original 
organization: 

Eiders... Hew Ray, .and.\WV.: Bs pangston. 
Stephen Reaves, Georgia Reaves, W..5. Walker, 
Anty NV... sealker, oganipton: J; dadyall, J. G, 
Adrian. There were ouly six lay members of the 
church. W.S. Walker was elected deacon, and 
Stephen Reaves, clerk. 

The only surviving member is Judge Stephen 
Reaves, who is an. honored citizen of Tyler. 
Judge Reaves occupied positions of honor and trust 
in civic life—a lawyer of ability and prominence, 
consistant and honorable with himself, his Ged, his 


church and his fellowman. The others have re- 
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ceived their reward beyond the river and are resting 
‘under the shade of the trees.’’ 

From the date of the church organization up to 
1850, services were held in the same court house— 
then an Odd Fellow’s hall and the U. S. federal 
court room until the church built a house of wor- 
ship. It grew in membership and influence, keep- 
ing abreast with the increasing population of the 
town and country, gathering in force of numbers 
and spiritual power. 

From this small beginning, the Baptists of Ty- 
ler now have two handsome church buildings anda 
membership of about seven hundred active men 
and women. ‘The First Baptist ..chiurch is a 
magnificent house on the modern plan, and an im- 
posing and convenient building, one of the best in 
the state. The North Baptist church building is a 
modest but a fine little house, convenient in seating 
and very attractiveand inviting, with a live and 
progressive membership. 

In 1882, the Tyler Baptist church was char- 
tered with the following trustees: J. T. White, 
George Yarbrough, FE. H. Wells, A. J. Swann, R. 
H. Brown, J. M. Roberts. 

I notice the following names in the application 
for the charter: Stephen Reaves, George Yar- 
brough, J. T., White, R.. H. Brown, John A. 
Brown, J. H. Bonner, A. J. Swann, T. R. Swann, 



















~ ia - ser . 
: cles Wieck, ~ meh - 
| : i ; a } a7 ane hie atk: ce he 
— getintes Tous baa — oe ue 
COG ar =e , : ng 
Of qu notiasins gz dountiy or {3 Io # stabil es ott 


 ——spmed tives seae odd af Boil stew 22019798 ,0 Br 
7 aa 4 *, . : J = 
isuabot 2 J odt bee dead e'wollst bbO ab sodt -_ 


fy, 
, ren" + ~.t* sf) f f av | a’ et cy ® ae 4 
+ “row to savor «4 tinnd dodo sd) Thea mec d709 : 




















-qo9u ,sononini bes qtilersdaract wt wong 1 ide 
of fo nolisingog yuresgetoat off dine Jagotds yur 


Ue Ge. cate tn hin” % jt nei J a ent ee $ int P . ie “eed 
AS. 2I9Uu RTH TO STOr if ii I9MIHQ «¥ 12HHoOD DIT uwod 
7 


a: 
a 


ae 


ce |G ue |  aswog fsutriga bre 
i ‘4 -Vl to atenastl add Qeilit rt god | fsrtre abhd mort F 


t 0 ae es ' 


. j 
had 6 DMA CUoeaLpDittd: hoOnmns wwroébrresn owl ove wor tel 


r t pees a eal ¢ veys 


ess tort sytion bethawd mover Mods to (grteodane - 
- : \ 4 +. iN 
ie & # Aemetio Seierl jewi ofl wenrow Dire 
; i 4 - it 


_ ve -crt its bas .wélq eahote st!) tte Senet tasoningen 


; aT | ¢ bob ee eee f Be ie : os © - i 
{il “Jz9G oi ) 910° -BYOIDIING InSsitey med bers BiLleoq 
c Past ‘ 
~~ 


. - ee ’ y ) . . > TZ baa 
| m me perebere | plovrrert (artery &f f] 


- 
’ ° . bay j ‘ a »~ 2 ay P 
J" met tari i : Se eee 4 A SPs BIA sii} 
‘ fet a 
‘rast teh a a ’ - 
: 


gittsse mt Jgonisvne2 ,saiod shih st etnd tesbom <~ 


a bes ovrl s cdiew asdival bee ovitorets yiev bus 
n ‘te , zs . . i : 
° i . ¢ 
(i 2T3aC r «78 . 7 
; jitiarad arsin Svieestgomq ¢ 
rf a ‘ : 7 oat . . 
“isi asa Pots tergeh aie? sft s861 al lek 
; at - 7 


, atid WV Ur | ‘2g9%REr!? errvoliok off dtivw bets” 
Ad, ) “ P| ae we, f - alia f/ rf aI si tguc rule V¥ i 32 103%) F . 
2] rode d a A a sword Ho 


—motigeriqga od? st eomon guiwollel old vite Te 

. “hy 

st { sgtood: jzov fro tronlquie ‘yathnalo sit woth © 
Fae : : =a 

= ll wiol, eto H Zt ey wd Zl TL dyn 

ad : LBW, A 7. sees aS - ina a ot a RY on 


ad 
o 
9 


vi ve : ve | 7 oe 7 z 


















rh A ; 


33 


S. S. Gibbs, EH. Wellss°W.' J Barron, G. R. 
Philips, A. J. Philips, EK. B. Willis, Casey Askew, 
F. J. Owens, S. A. Goodman, W. J. Goodman, B. 
Human and T. W. Dood. 

The Tyler church (First Baptist), has had thir- 
teen pastors, as follows: Reverend’s W. H. Ray, 
W. B. Langston, G. G. Baggerly, J. S. Bledsoe, 
> ere OR Sl ee MOP. Mere yo EE 
Rowland, J. H. Stribbling, Redin Andrews, R. T. 
Yates, "AY }> Faweett, ¥"B.Gambrelf. 

These named muimisters show an excellent list 
of preachers of consecrated piety, most of them 
possessing scholarly attainments of a very high 
order.* Some of them have reached prominence in 
church throughout the State, who filled the pulpit 
as pastor of the First Baptist church. 

Rev. J. B. Gambrell, the present pastor of the 
First Baptist church is an educated Christian 
gentleman of pleasing address and companionable 
manners. Heis a forceful, logical speaker and a 
graceful pulpit orator. He is a native Mississip- 
pian, educated at the University and Mississippi 
College, giving him the necessary polish and ac- 
quirements to fill the high calling in church he so 
well fills. He has the appearance of a number 
a neers years in’ frent* of © hint. “He* “ts ““a 
popular preacher, zealous in good works and of 


commanding influence. He is a very capable man 
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and is using his talents in advancing the Master’s 
cause. 

Rev. W. B. Kendall, pastor of the North Bap- 
tist church, is a popular preacher and zealous in 
good works. He is an educated young man and 
has a bright future before him in his high calling, 
and his friends expect a rapid advancement in 
church position and influence. Rev. Kendall isan 
excellent preacher, able and pleasing in the pulpit, 
‘hence, popular with his church and the people. 

Rev. W. M. Webb 1s at the head of another 
Baptist church with quite a following. He is an 
able preacher and is at home in discussing the ten- 
: ents of his church. Rev. Webb is the capable ed- 
itor of the Sword & Shield, a well supported week- 
ly journal by people of that faith. 

The Primitive Baptist—Hard Shell—has no 
church organization in this city, but a goodly 
number, here and there, can be found who hold 
with tenacity to that faith and order. 

The Missionary Baptist, in poiut of numbers, 
influence and wealth, takes the lead—in fact, it is 
a great religious body, accomplishing wonders as 
willing workers in the vineyard of the Lord. 

The writer knew in his boyhood and manhood, 
each lay member of the first organized Baptist 
church in Tyler, and can say that the ground 


work was well laid and planned by the devoted six 
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who planted and watered the infant church with 
constant and religious piety, until that small or- 
ganization has reached its growth and good influ- 
ence—that ofa giant. This is a grand line of 
pioneer religious people, who worshipped God in 
this new country, invoking His blessings at the ris- 
ing and setting of the sun. It was nursed into hfe 
amid the thrilling events of the early settlements, 
tohand down its good influences on the present 


civilization. 
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woke. Ep LOOURNCE OF “OLD 
ARKANSAW.’ 


CHAPTER VILE. 


Some time in the forties, when Tyler was a very 
small village and only a few log houses indicated 
the habitation of men and presented the appearance 
of a frontier town, a certain young gentleman by 
the namie of Jones, who was related to some early 
pioneers who had settled in this county on the 
Sabine river, in visiting Tyler, met with some social 
friends and used a little too much ‘‘tangle-foot.’’ 
He had become seriously intoxicated. Attention 
was called to the fact by his winding course and 
unsteady walk. Jones had become sleepy and con- 
cluded he would take an evening nap before he un- 
dertook the ride home. It so happened that hewed 
logs had been laid on the ground for the erection of 
a house on the spot where the business house of 
George....R.,.. Philips. now... stands., This  oc- 


curred to the young manas an inviting place for 
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| 
a quiet evening siesta. To the rear and back of 
the ofice of Dr. FE. Jones, on North Broadway, 
was a thicket of small trees of oak anda quiet and 
picasant place to hitch stock, where this young 
man had left his horse. Our young hero had 
quietly Jaid down and was wrapped inthe arms of 
Morpheus, when along came Alex Holman, O. Z. 
Martin and George Lashley, who were noted for 
mischievousness and down-right devilment. Any- 
thing in the way of sport and fun was one of the 
characteristics of these young men. Laving inthis 
new country the spirit of fun and frolic was the 
general pass-tinie of the youth of the early settlers. 
Jones siept soundly, and the sweet dreams of a 
pleasant evening were doubtless passing through 
his brain while sleeping off the morning’s debauch. 
By main strength and awkwardness the logs were 
placed around this unconscious sleeper until he 
was completely encaged. It took four or five men 
to put them in place. One man could not 
move them. Now, there lived in Tyler one Garner, 
familiarly called by all, ‘‘Old Arkansaw.’’ He 
had been a man of some prominence before he came 
to Texas, and his well-founded information, in the 
early days, was well understood by the old settlers 
here. “*Arkansaw’’ was addicted to his ‘‘cups,’’ 
and on that occasion was brim-full of the Indian’s 


‘hot water.’’ It was soon noised in the village that 
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a funeral service would be held on that balmy even- 
ing. ‘‘Arkansaw’’ was the master of ceremonies. 
His funeral oration was said to be sublime. He 
mounted the logs above the imprisoned man and 
spoke of the sad occasion that had brought the 
friends of the deceased together. A history of the 
departed was given in a brief and concise manner, 
being, of course, an imaginary one. He traced 
the lineage of the young man back to the twelfth 
century. In his veins coursed the purest blood of 
the monarchy of the old world. This haughty 
young man had abandoned the glittering court of 
the old world and from an inclination to travel had 
penetrated the wilderness of the great Southwest in 
search of knowledge, with bright hopes of return- 
ing home and interest his lordly relatives with the 
wonders of the new world The speech of Garner 
was a masterpiece of elocution, and had the sound 
that attracted the attention of the assembled crowd 
of pioneers. The original idea was ina joke, but 
the eloquence of the speaker and the fascination of 
his manner and his eloquent words, had so en- 
chanted his hearers that men stood on tip-toe to 
see his face and catch the inspiration of his words. 
Here in the frontier, while rustic simplicity was 
the habit of the people, they listened with amazing 
wonder at the fluency of a wandering vagabond at 


a mock funeral as the sweetest morsels of eloquence 
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that had ever fallen upon ears. The speaker was 
familiar with the orations of Demosthenes and Cic- 
ero. The classical expressions of words were com- 
pact with ‘‘thoughts that breathe and words that 


burn.”’ 


He was gifted with fluency of speech and 
gave the key-note to the human soul. In speech 
he was soon a recognized master. His learning 
had captivated his audience. His life was a sad 
failure, and he could have figured in life with dis- 
tinction if the moral force of his character had been 
commensurate with his abilities. The manuer of 
speech was mixed with turbulent strife—with that 
of the tempestuous ocean accompanied with the 
swelling symphony of the running brooklet, and 
he seemed to have been thoroughly acquainted and 
possessed the accomplishment of ancient and mod- 
ern history. : 

This remarkable manu came from Arkansas, 
where he had some prominence, but his downward 
fall was surely attributed to his unfortunate passion 
for hquor. What asad commentary here in this 
man! Of his former history little was known. In 
his dissipation some words had fallen from him that 
convinced many of his former standing. Garner 
drank to excess. and one morning at the breakfast 
table fell from his chair and expired, with the facts 
connected with his former history blotted out forever 


as far as this people ever knew. In speaking of this 
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remarkable man I have neglected to state what had 
become of Jones. He awoke during one of the 
happy perorations of ‘‘Arkansaw’’ and remained a 
prisoner, until he was released, which was at the 
conclusion of Garner’s speech at his funeral. He 
immediately mounted his horse and has never 
been seen in Tyler since. Where Jones went is 
another wonder to many who were familiar with the 
facts. 

The old settler remembers another character 
who figured here at that time. I write now of 
Bony Ellis. He had a peculiar way of talking and 
lisped in his speech, Bony at one time here held 
the. office of justice of the peace and took great 
pride in presiding in his court. He had a splendid 
opinion of the correctness of his legal opinions. 
He was an honest man, slightly affected with ego- 
tism. A certain cause from Ellis’ court had found 
its way upon appeal to the supreme court, and 
they gave himan attentive hearing. On opinion 
day Bony was generally present, but upon a cer- 
tain day, when the court read its opinions, he was 
absent, and the gifted and knightly Geo. W. Chil- 
ton told him that day the court had overruled him. 
He gave Bony the outline of an imaginary opinion 
that spoke lightly of his legal ability. Bony be- 
came very much exasperated, and at the conclu- 


sion of a tirade against the court said: ‘‘What in 
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the h—l is a superior court created for if not to 
overrule inferior courts?’’ Bony suffered untold 
agony until he found out afterwards that the higher 
court had affirmed the judgment of the lower 
court. At the time the old federal court house fell 
down here, Bony was drunk at the El Rancho sa- 
loon, and learning of that catastrophe he imagined 
that he was in the fall himself and limped for 
weeks afterward. But as I will have more to say 
of that in some future chapter, 1 defer the partic- 


ulars for the present. 
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COL .5AMUEIL? HAMUESON 
BOREN. 


CaAPIPR TX. 


No subject is more interesting than biography 
when it mirrors in attractive form a page in the 
history o: a people and a state. It is especially 
pleasing and instructive to read of one who has, in 
a modest way, borne a part in the building of a re- 
public and later in the creating of a state. 

Col. Samuel Hampson Boren was born in Giles 
county, Teun., on December 3rd, 1811. His fath- 
er, Capt. James Boren, was a soldier in the war oi 
1812, while his grandfather, Nicholas Boren, wa 


Y 


2) 


a Revolutionary soldier in 1776. Col. Boren’ 
grandmother was a Miss Hampson whose people 
were active patriots during the Revolutionary | 
period. 

Col. S.-H. Boren received a good. common 
school English education in Bedford county, Tenn. 
Afterwards he taught school for three or four 
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years, and then removed to the Republic of Texas 
in November, 1838, locating in Nacogdoches, where 
for twelve years he lived the life of a planter. He 
was an officer in the malitia of the Republic of 
Texas and during this time, he, with other citizens 
of Nacogdoches, participated in several fights 
against the savage Indians who harrassed and 
threatened the lives and property of the Texas 
settlers. He was also in one campaign agaist a 
band of roving Mexicans who invaded Nacogdoches 
county. 

In 1846, upon the breaking out of the war he- 
tween Mexico and the United States, he promptly 
volunteered aud served as a lieutenant of cavalry 
in the Texas troops under Gen. Zachary Taylor, 
participating in the battles of Monterey, Beuna 
Vista and other engagements. 

In 1854, Col. Boren, with his family, moved to 
Tyler where he entered the cotton and general 
nierchandise business. He was successful, ac- 
quired considerable property and money and _ be- 
came one of the leading men of affairs in Smith 
county. Hewas always a friend of Tyler and 
gave intelligent and generous aid to its upbuilding. 
He was a director aud original incorporator of the 
old Texas and St. Louis railway (now the Cotton 
Belt system); was a director and original incor- 


porator in the Kast Texas Fire Insurance company, 
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in the East Texas University and in other en- 
terprises that aided and advanced Smith county. 

Col. Boren was reared in Tennessee under the 
political teaching of Polk and Jackson and was al- 
ways a democrat in politics. Hewas firm in his 
belief in democratic principles, and always voted 
the democratic ticket and always worked for the 
success of democratic nominees. He never aspired 
to a political office but freqnently represented his 
county in state conventions, and became a power 
in politics wielding all the more influence because 
while strong in his convictions he never became an 
unreasonable partisan. 

He was married in Nacogdoches, Texas, on 
February 21st, 1839, to Miss Sarah Dickson Long. 
Mrs. Boren was the daughter of Col. Benjamin 
Loug (born in Franklin, Kentucky), a prominent 
citizen of Marshall county, Tennessee. Col. Long 
was a soldier under Gen. Andrew Jackson and was 
in the battle of the Horseshoe and at New Orleans, 
He was taken prisoner December 23rd, 1814, and 
confined on a British man-of-war until after the 
battle of the 8th of January, 1815, when he was 
brought in and exchanged. Col. Long was a 
wealthy planter, a high officer in the old Tennes- 
see Militia, and served in the legislature of his 
state. Mrs. Boren’s great grandfather was Gen. 


Joseph Dickson who attained fame in the Revolu- 
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tionary war of 1775. After the war Gen. Dickson 
was a member of congress from North Carolina 
when the election of president of the United States 
devolved upon the Tlouse of Representatives and 
his vote helped to elect Thomas Jefferson over 
Aaron Burr by cne majority. Mrs. Boren’s moth- 
er, Mary Dickson Long, was born in North Caro- 
lina and reared in Bedford county, Tenn. In the 
fall of 1836 (and after the death of her husband, 
Col. Benjamin Long), Mrs. Mary Dickson Long 
removed with her children to the Republic of Tex- 
as, locating at Nacogdoches, where she purchased, 
and with the help of her sons, cultivated a small 
plantation. Here, upon the exposed frontier of 
civilization during the days of the young Republic 
and later the State of Texas, she helped to blaze 
the path of civilization, weaving homespun apparel 
for her sons, moulding their bullets for war to 
drive back the savage Indian or the Mexican in- 
vader. Her descendants gratefully preserve the 
traditions of their Spartan mother, one of those 
heroic women whose deeds and denials ornament 
the legends and the history of the land of Hous- 
ton and Travis, of Crockett and Rusk. 

Mrs. Boren was a sister of Capt. Richard B. 
Long, Sr., of Tyler, and James D. Long and Will- 
iam T. Long of Rusk, Cherokee county, Texas, 
all prominent men with cultured families. Her 
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nephew, Hon. John B. Long, was a Congressman 
from the second district aud one of the few native 
Texans that the state, up to that time, had sent to 
Washington. 

Col. S. H. Boren died September 28th, 1881, 
and Mrs. Boren August Sth, 1S88, and both lie 
buried in Tyler. They had born to them eight 
children, as follows: 

Lieutenant James N. Boren of Douglas’ Texas 
Battery, C. S. A... He was educated at Franklin 
College, and Lebanon University, both in Tenn- 
essee, and was killed during the civil war in the 
battle of Richmond, Kentucky, while commanding 
his section of the battery. He was only twenty- 
one years of age when he gave lus iifé for the 
cause of the Southland. 

Benjamin N. Boren was a Captain in the Con- 
federate army and his comrades say no one better 
performed his duty than Nep Boren, as they affec- 
tionately know him. He is now a_ wholesale 
grocer in Dallas, ‘exas, doing an immense busi- 
ness and recognized as a power in the commercial 
aud financial world of North Texas. He married 
Miss Sue McKellar, one of the beautiful and ac- 
complished daughters of Col. John McKellar. 
They have two children, S. H. Boren, Jr., and 
Nonie, the wife of Hon. Joseph P. Mahoney of 


Chicago, a prominent lawyer anda State Senator 
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in Illinois. Miss Nonie was educated at Hollins 
Justitute, Virginia, andin New York, and then 
spent two years 11 Europe. 

Mrs. Belle Boren Gary, wife of Hon. Franklin 
Newman Gary. Capt. Gary was of an old distin- 
guished South Carolinian family. He was born in 
Newberry, S. C.; was graduated from Maryville 
College, Tennessee, and in 1852 removed to Tyler, 
where he taught school, and later began the prac- 
tice of law. He was district attorney, Captain in 
the Confederate army, and a leader in the legal 
profession and in the financial world. Captain 
and Mrs. Gary had born to them four children, two 
of them dying in infancy. Frances, the eldest 
daughter was an*honor graduate of Hollins Instt- 
tute, Virginia, and the New England Conservatory 
of Music in Boston, Mass. She died in June, 
1885. The youngest and only surviving son is 
Hampson Gary, a practicing attorney in his native 
town of Tyler. He was educated at Bingham 
School, N. C., and the University of Virginia. 
He was a Captain in the Fourth Texas U. 5. Vol- 
unteers in the Spanish-American war. He has re- 
ceutly beeu nominated by the democrats as Repre- 
sentative from the counties of Smith, Upshur and 
Camp in the Twenty-seveuth Texas Legislature. 

Mrs. Julia Boren Loftin, wife of Dr. Oliver 


Loftin, a prominent and honored citizen of Tyler. 
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Dr. Loftin is an Alabamian by birth, an honor 
graduate in medicine of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania at Philadelphia, but retiring from active 
practice a number of years ago, has devoted his 
time to the business and financial world, and with 
success and profit. Dr. and Mrs. Loftin have 
three children: Jere, a student in the junior class 
at the University of Texas, Austin; Sawnie R., 
and Mary Sue. 

Mrs. Mary Boren Pegues, wife of the late Car- 
tain James A. Pegues. Captain Pegues was a 
brave and gallant officer and soldier in the Confed- 
erate army, and latera leading business man 1n 
Tyler. Captain and Mrs. Pegues had three chil- 
dren: Gary Pegues, a graduate of the Waco Com- 
mercial Coliege and now an efficient official in the 
U.S. Government employ at Tyler; Miss Sallie 
Nep, educated at Belmont College, Nashville, 
Tenn.; and Jack, a student in the Tyler schools. 


‘Mrs. Samie Boren Goodman, wife of Charles Q. 
Goodinan, deceased. Mr. Goodman was a typical 
son of Virginia, a cultured and polished gentle- 
man, anda man of fine business and executive 
ability. He was one of Tyler’s leading merchants 
for years. Mr. and Mrs. Goodman had two chil- 
dren: Burke, a young man of high business 


qualifications with a future before him; Miss Mag- 
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gie Ellen, the only daughter, ecucated at Baylor 
College in Belton, Texas. 

Mrs. Ellen Boren Robertson, wife of the late 
Judge Sawnie Robertson of Dallas. Judge Sawnie 
Robertson was the eldest son of Judge John C. 
Robertson of Tyler, and like his father, was a fam- 
ous lawyer. He was a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Texas at the early age of thirty-five and 
at the time of his death, although only forty-two 
years of age, his frequent and successful appear- 
ance before the Supreme Court of the United States 
at Washington, and before lesser tribunals, had 
won for him a wide reputation throughout the 
Southwest, and he was justly regarded as one of 
the ablest lawyers Texas had everproduced. Like 
every true genius, he was modest, unpretentious, 
and generous and was as much loved as he was 
respected. Judge and Mrs. Sawnie Robertson had 
born to them two children: Jno. C. Robertson, a 
graduate of the University of Texas and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, and now a practicing attorney 
in Dallas. He married in 1897, Miss Ruby Tray- 
lor, daughter of Hon Jno. H. Traylor, ex-Senator 
and ex-Mayor of Dallas; the youngest son, George 
Aldredge, has just graduated in law at the Univer- 
sity of Texas. 

Richard Long Boren, was graduated Senior 


Captain of the cadet corps from the Agricultural 
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and Mechanical College at Bryan, Texas. He 
was in business at Galveston a year or two and 
then removed to Colorado, Texas, where he took a 
high rank in banking and business circles. He 
was aman of large heart and brilliant mind, and 
his death in 1896, at the age of thirty-six, carried 
grief toa host of friends throughout ‘Texas. He 
was married in 1887 to Miss Clara Johuson of Col- 
orado, Texas, who with a daughter, Mary, sur- 
vives him. 

The first three of the children, Lieut. James N. 
Boren, B. N. Boren and Mrs. Belle Boren Gary 
were born under the flag of the Republic of Texas. 
They saw the Lone Star of that banner voluntarily 
merged into*the star-flowered flag of the United 
States, and laterin the stars and bars of the South- 
ern Confederacy. Under the colors of each govern- 
meut a Boren has see service in arms, 

The Boren family 1s one of the oldest and most 
favorably known families in East Texas, and is 


connected with many cther leading families by 
blood and marriage. The Borenus have always 
been promineut in the business, professional and 
social worlds; have always been leaders in those 
successful and advanced communities that boast a 
thrifty and educated people. 

Possessed of a people whose ancestry was noble 
and whose own virtues and excellencies were many, 
is it to be wondered at that Tyler and Smith coun- 
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ty were looked to for goveriiors, judges, seliators, 
financiers and leaders? The greater part of the 
citizenship of old Smith county came from that 
best blood in Virginia, South Carolina, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and other Southern states, and these 
people have in the young, brave commonwealth of 
Texas merely lived up to the high ideals and 
standards of their fathers. In this morning of 
the twentieth century we find that the native born 
of Smith county have removed to every section of 
Texas, and it is good to know that wherever you 
find them they are leading honorable and useful 
lives, and that in their hearts are stored tender 
memories of Tyler and old Smith county. 
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THINGS WISE AND OTHER- 
Wish 


CHAPTER: X. 


An eminent lawyer of Tyler, who was noted for 
opposing anything that perverted the truth. It 
was Col. Medicus A. Long, a man of talent and 
great legal ability ; he was philosophical and an- 
alytical upon every-day matters, as well as upon 
legal questions. He had a good practice and stood 
high in his profession. Dr. Henry McBride was 
then practicing dentistry here. He was known 
then, as well as now—the best story-teller in town. 
Col. L. and Dr. M. were good friends, often thrown 
together in a friendly way. Col. Long had heard 
his friend tell a great many stories, but as 
large as they were, (his friend had told them), the 
Colonel had swallowed them as actual facts, for 
he never could appreciate a joke. The funny side 
of any story he never saw—the truth in a jest was 
the only thing he looked at. 
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The doctor told one story that destroyed their 
friendship. It was the straw that broke the 
campbell’s back. One story too many. 

Sitting around a blazing fire one evening a crowd 
of young men were telling stories for pastime and 
amusement. Marvelous yarns were told. Col. L. 
was present drinking down every word with the 
credulity of his nature. The doctor’s story ran 
thus : 

‘‘A few nights ago, I was out opossum hunting 
aud in passing around a friend’s farm, I discovered 
what I thought to be a man stealing corn from a 
my friend’s field. Feeling it my duty to protect 
my friend’s property and arrest the thiet, I placed 
myself ima position to catch him as he came out. 
As the object approached me I was in the very act 
of laying violent hands onit, whenlo! and behold! 
it was a very large bear, carrying from my friend’s 
corn field an arn: full of corn and three very large 
pumpkins on his head. I, of course, gave bruin a 
wide birth.” 

The boys laughed at the story; but Col. L. 
sat with rigid countenance, with not a smile wpon 
his amiable face. Col. L. lost confidence in his 
friend, 11 whom he had heretofore placed the most 
implicit confidence. In explanation of the reasons 
why he cut the doctor’s acquaintance was given by 
him as follows : 
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‘TI can very readily understand how a bear can 
stand and walk on his hind legs. I have seen that 
done. A bear might use his fore paws for arms 
and carry corn out of a field. But what looks so 
lthe brute 
carried three large pumpkins on his head at the 


unreasonable to me, is, how in the h 





saine time. I regard the whole thing as a_perver- 
tion of the truth. When he told it he looked 
straight at me, without a smile on his face—he 
tried to,make se believe it.. I spurn.ait., I think 
the doctor, most emphatically, lied.” 

Dr. M. told it as a joke, not thinking any one 
would believe it, and no explanation was satisfac- 
tory to Col. L. This closed the incident and Col. 
L,. denied his friendship. 


Frank Bell, the father of Bryan and Frank M. 
Bell, of this city, was an early settler here. He 
was a man of energy and enterprise and was what 
the world te1ms a successful business man. He 
was always full of business up to his death, but 
full of pranks at certain times. He did business 
on the northeast corner of the public square in a 
log house, but nowthe ground is ecccupied by a 
large and commodious brick building. On one oc- 
casion a lot of drunkeu men on a_ protracted spree 
had taken possession of his business house around 


the fire, and he was anxious to get rid of them, 
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and persuasion could not move them. ‘There was 
Wood Henry telling stories and Andy Walters 
listening with his favorite expression, ‘‘be gone,”’ 
and a nuimber of others. Bell declared if they 
didn’t leave he would blow the house up. His 
threats were treated as jokes, and Wood Henry re- 
lated another one of his stories. Bell became ap- 
parently mad and gathered an empty powder keg 
and said he was tired of life and thought it was 
time for all to go upin one grand explosion, and 
threw the keg on the blazing fire. Henry landed 
at the town spring 1n short crder. Andy Walters, 
a large, fleshy man, took refuge behind a large 
tree a short distance. Ap Lott stumbled and fell 
out of the door and rolled to the public square and 
found a'safe refuge, aud others bounded to seques- 
tered spots hunting fora safe retreat and waited 
with impatience to hear the explosion of the keg of 
powder. Bell quietly locked his door and walked 
over home and left the crowd to rejoin and go 
ahead with their levity. This added another yarn 
to Henry’s store of wonderful experiences. It 1s 
said that John C. Bulger was there and Uncle 
Abram Chancellor was the next day lookingfor his 
son-in-law and found him inebriated and gave him 
some good fatherly advice. He said he was sorry 
to see him degrading himself in such away. The 


famous remark of lis son-in-law was that ‘‘the kettle 
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ought not to call the pot black.’’ Old settlers will 
remember this colloguy between these two early 
pioneers. 

By the by, Uncle Abram Chancellor lived an 
honorable life and passed away greatly regretted 
by all who knew him. He was an honest mau, 
aud swore the pig was worth only one dollar and 
a dime, and no more and no less, and that he or- 
dered it killed. 

Jobn C. Bulger held the office of constable here 
several years, and while he indulged in his ‘‘eups,’’ 
at times made a good officer. He died a few years 
ago in Van Zandt county. 

Uncle Andy Walters, an old timer, lived in 
Cherokee county and I believe died there. He 
was of a convivial disposition and enjoyed a “‘high 
lonesome’’ with the boys. He was a man of good 
impulses—but he had one weakuess. Everybody 


liked Uncle Andy. 


There lived in Tyler in the early fifties Jolin 
Holman, a noted wag. He was gifted in this way 
and never let an opportunity slip to use this gift. 
A young orator of Tyler and Holman were good 
friends. This young man received several very im- 
pressive letters to run for Congress. He consulted 
Holman, and Holman said run. ‘‘But you see, I 


am only 22 years old, and, if elected, could not 
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take the seat,’’ said his friend. ‘‘That’sallright,’’ 
said Holman, ‘‘you should run for your friends 
fully appreciate the fact, you will be qualified by 
age before you are elected. You should by all 
means run.’’ 

The writer remembers Holman well. His fea- 
tures are recollected as only a boy then can 
remember them now. At the social gatherings he 
was a welconie guest, and his peculiar oddities were 


the attraction, especially so to the smaller boys. 


Johnathan Lewter may be living somewhere in 
Western Texas—I have no recent information 
“concerning him, WLewter occnpied many positions 
ot honor and trust in Smith county. Me has 
filled the offices of county treasurer, tax collector 
and represented Smith county in the legislature. 
He hada limited education, but was a man of stroug 
native force of character and will power. He was 
popular with the people and in a still huut after 
office he was the lucky man. J remember well a 
heated contest for legislative honors in this county 
about 1857. Itx-Governor R. B. Hubbard, Col. 
Geo. W. Chilton and Johnathan Lewter were the 
candidates, with two to be elected. Chilton and 
Hubbard inspired a rivalry among their friends, 
aud Lewter apparently moved along in his quiet 


way being lost sight of in the deal. Chilton and 
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Hubbard were giants in oratory and logic and the 
powers of debate. They canvassed the county, 
and were met at every speaking by a large crowd 
of admiring frieuds. Chilton and Hubbard vied 
with each other in eloquence, wit and repartee. 
Johnathan went around with his coat and talked 
to the boys. When his time came to speak he 
made a commou-place talk without any special 
reference to his opponents. ‘The election came off, 
Chilton and Hubbard not very far a part, but, 
Lewier was out ‘‘o’sight.’? Lewter and Hubbard 


were elected, and Johnathan worked his political- 
rabbit-foot with success. 


a 4 ue - 

—_— mR go! hen: 8 IOS to wt aoe cig 8 
ay Fi ; Gi iy 
ane oot sen ott stat sin 
yd gsisivege yrows te: 19 ow Dike 
abastal gaitim : 5 ill = 

soronpols ti ratio renee ti 

THSY ws 
on dry ot ode 


x 
jelq-momutos & shame, 4! 


cys 
~ of 


CIEE OCHTO ai o8 Sor ststot *¥ 
| duld Aer cotteiD 
‘oo’ Jno enw Toiwal 


ee 
. 


bits Boivele 91sw 


e2oogmaditw iool tidden 4 
a ae ee 


my a. 
ii | 7 iu 





Pore tors Jigtok. wy CO bit T 
A Nido AWOL, y.. 


—_—_———— 


CHAPTERS Xf 


John George Woldert was born at Adorf, in 
Saxony, July 18th, 1814. Rebeling at the mili- 
tary tyranny of that kingdom he fled to America, 
landing in New York, November sth, 1838, when, 
notwithstanding his extreme youth, became fore- 
nian in the guitar establishment of the celebrated 
Marton, in Maiden Lane. The spirit of the rover 
here overtook him and he went to Charleston, 
’ South Carolina, where he remained until sum- 
moned back to New York by letters from Henry 
Fisher, who at that time was organizing a colony 
tothe then Republic of Texas. After assisting 
Fisher in getting up the colony, without which 
the project would have failed, he being the master 
of four languages; they differed about certain 
methods by which the best ends could be reached 


~and parted company. 
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Mr. Woldert came to Texas alone, arriving at 
the then small village of Galveston, November 5, 
1839. Finding yellow fever prevailing as an epi- 
demic, he only remained in Galveston one day, and 
started out on foot and alone through the wilder- 
ness of Eastern Texas to find an old classmate, the 
celebrated Dr. Siebold, who, having on account of 
his political views been banished, and who had 
taken up his abode with the Indians in the wilds 
of Jasper county. While on his way he fell in 
with the Hon. Geo. W. Smyth, one of the Land 
Commissioners of the Republic of Texas, who 
was then surveying the line between Texas and 
Louisiana... The two became fast friends, and as 
Mr. Woldert had become an expert engineer in the 
ariny of Germany he was prevailed upon to assist 
in locating the line. After doing this Mr. Woldert 
started alone on foot, at some point on Red river 
to find his way back to Jasper county. While on 
his way, he was captured by a band of Indians and 
carried to some point near Bastrop, where he made 
his escape, and after a few weeks wandering alone 
in the wilds of the then wilderness, he reached the 
home of Dr. Siebold. 

San Augustine was his. first permanent resi- 
dence, where he lived for eleven years. By indus- 
try and frugality, he accumulated quite a large 


amount of land, Situated in twenty-seven counties. 


eet = i ee i ef 
; ie ae ig Oe TP af p ay aa 
A Re aa I AUN E Et 

7 7, =, _ 
; a ee =e — < 


i. . : a 

Me guivirie jomvalis esxeT of 4 
| 2 isditreveW oles vwo % agai Le } sil 
igo ms 28 ‘yeiliaveng tavst w aes; re aiboF a “ge8t 
bine yah onto nolmsvied) i bowiseurst ino off ,3 e tina’ bh 


ee ms ws 
se - 
see et 198 


_ 


bh toot Cao to! Bates ~~ 
ih. 403 mie 8 (staat to 2 geo, 
guived jodw ,blodstd 7G batmdaten 
pnd. wdéed 2w stv igotd Hog aid 
ty tier 4 sbod's ard qs edad 
yinnes tegesl lo © 
oat) .woki off ddiw 
£1 91TO eaten ene oe i303 
out. 
(isso ons ey : .suaizina . ‘sie 
3 he Pied loW 7 
ro1g aby af free 10 ene 
abioW «Melty grioh tot .smel ott guitsool x 
rowit bet te ‘niieg srnog te Jeot go swele bat 18 a 
volt 0 oy titvos teqdal, of toad yaw ail biti of F: 
vucg auaibet to bead & ud bormsqso 2nw on eae ai 
of ot eons qoties sf tort dettog ott0e of be 78 
‘ 


nols yi iisbusw aleon wl s t4iie bar SqRIes 2 


_. ff) betitter of ,zepirtablow aoly sf¥ lo ebliw oil a na q 
| -blodoi® 3d los tod: 


-t29t ae ae Lait «anew nites rank f ISO 


ed 
arrbisi baal etnoy wt macho 


smite vase 80908 sien bits af to's 
Be Cae a ety : a ae 
Ne, le 7 


ee mos he oe 


nie 





4, 
* 
* 
. 





3 ; * Z 7 
oe é 2 
* F ie 
vb z 4 
“ <7 ; 3 
. gt ae ¥ 
$ r 4 
is 7 
sy 
4 P » 
iy yw* 2 
ae. Ps 
nae % 7 


ed 


© hs 


ist, 


JOHN GEORGE WOLDERT. 
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In 1850, he visited the world’s fair 11 London, and 
from there to his native heath in Adorf, and there 
married Miss Alma Edilina Richter. After travel- 
ing over most of the Old World, the newly wedded 
pair set sail for America, arriving at San Antonio 
in the year 1853. Here all worked well with them 
and business prospered. Immigration about this 
time began pouring into Texas and settling on all 
unoccupied lands indiscriminately. Havinga very 
large landed interest in East Texas these compli- 
cations brought him to [Tyler in the fall of 1859. 
Mr. Woldert was a personal friend in frequent so- 
cial intercourse with the founders of Texas—Sam 
Houston, Thos. J. Rusk and J. Pinkney Hender- 
son. When General Henderson was tried for 
murder of one of the many desperadoes who in- 
fested the state at that tine, Mr. Woldert was fore- 
man of the jury that acquitted him. Mr. Woldert 
was the first one to make native wine out of the 
lucious Texas grape. He was a prominent mer- 
chant of Tyler, making a success of the mercantile 
business. He died in this city April 3rd, 1SS7, 
and his remains were interred in Tyler cemetery. 

His life, full of energy and adventure, reads 
like a romance. He left behind him the name of 
an honest man, and has made his impress upou 
the history of Texas. His mind was a. cultivated 


one, and the thorough training received im youth 
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was never neglected tp to the time of his death. 
The accumulation of his useful life was well pro- 
tected, and he left to his heirs a largefortune. He 
was a builder of his town and left his money in im- 
provements by the erection of several large brick 
business houses that clearly shows that he was one 
who helped Tyler on to her present prosperity. 

Mr. Woldert raised a very intelligent family of 
children. They are prominent in social, political 
and church circles. I mention them as follows : 

William Albert Woldert married Miss Loulia 
Dent Pace, the daughter of John Trimble Pace 
and Mary Sophia Pace, of Omen, Texas. John 
Trimble Pace died gallantly defending his country 


in 1861, during our civil war. Mrs. Mary Sophia 


. Pace is still living. Mrs. Julia Dent Woldert died. 


in Tyler, Texas, January 19th, 1898. She was an 
intelligent woman and possessed many charms of 
Christian womanhood. They have three children 
—Alma Mary, William Albert, Jr., and Christine 
Ellen, all of whom live with their father in this 
city. 

Theodore Oscar Woldert is a prominent lawyer 
of Tyler, and is known to be an able lawyer and a 
safe counselor. He isa single man. 

Miss Alma Louisa Woldert married Hon. 
Webster Finley. Mrs. Finley died in Tyler on 


February 22ud, 1883. She was a lovely woman of 
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great intelligence. By this marriage they had two 
children—Alma Mary and Mamie Olevia. Both 
of these intelligent, sweet girls live with saad 
father, Judge Finley, in Dallas, Texas. 

Gustave Julius Woldert married Mfss Mamie 
Johnson, of Fort Smith, Arkansas. They have 
one child. They live in Fort Smith where Mr° 
Woldert conducts a wholesale brokerage business. 

Alexander Woldert married Miss Levonia E. 
Payne, of Hot Springs, Arkansas. They have 
three children, Elizabeth Edelina, Jack Wofford 
and Alexander. He 1s at the head of the Woldert 
Grocery Company, Tyler, Texas. | 

Edwin Albert Woldert is a practicing physician 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He is single. 

Miss Clara Edelina Woldert, a most charming 
and educated young lady. She resides in this 
city. 
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THE ELOQUENCE OF HON. 
FRANK W. BOWDON. 


CHAP ER XI, 


The Hon. Frank Bowdon, who figured in Tex- 
as in the early fifties as a lawyer and _ politician, 
was beyond doubt, the greatest orator Texas ever 
had. He was to Texas what Henry Clay was to 
Kentucky, what S. S. Printess was to Mississippi. 
His eloquence was enrapturing, and the classical 
excellence of his language was well rounded with 
graphic periods and dove-tailed with symetrical 
beauty. 

The writer, when a boy, remembers a debate 
between Gen. Sam Houston and Bowdon, at Rusk, 
Texas, over forty years ago. Houston, the father 
of Texas, had become a member of the American 
party, and had made an appointment to defend his 
votes in Congress, which had been severely criti- 
cised by the democratic party. Returning homie, 


like Benton, to appeal to the people with logic and 
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force only peculiar to Houston alone. Gen. Hous- 
ton was a cominatnding figure and full of magnetic 
power to draw people to him. He was a states- 
man of national repute and his opening speech 
was sound in logic, rhetoric and forensic eloquence 
that pleased his devoted followers. 

Bowdon, who had been in his ‘‘cups,’’ had been 
sobered up for the occasion, replied in a master 
stroke of eloquence and logic that raised men from 
their seats, standing unconsciously drinking the 
inspiration of flowing words that only Frank Bow- 
don could weave into boquets of lovely flowers of 
-elocution. He captured the crowd by his burning 
eloquence, and the swaying crowd drank the nec- 


tar of honeyed words from the human voice. Men 
and women wept like children; the great Texas 
orator, like the cyclone, swept the structure built 
by the great Houston from its foundation, scattered 
his logic to the four-winds of Heaven, dethroned 
the reasoning powers of the human mind by the 
force of eloquence and the magic of the impassioned 
appeals of the humau tongue. 

He was no match for Houston in logic and rea- 
soning, but the magic of his eloquence captivated, 
and like the raging storm swept the multitude and 
bent his audience like the limbs to the winds ofthe 
forest trees. Henry Clay had pronounced Bowdon 
the greatest living orator. 
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He came to Texas about 1850, and died in 
Henderson, Texas, in 1860. His marked elo- 
quence attracted attention. He shot across the 
political horizon the brightest meteor of the Lone 
Star constellation and by his own weakness snuffed 
out the light that promised the world so much bril- 
liancy. 

He had been 4 meniber of Congress from Ala- 
bama. His amiability was pleasing—his per- 
son commanding—his eloquence lofty and inspir- 
ing—but his weakness was strong drink, and what 
a pity! It early robbed us from rocking in the 
chair of this remarkable man’s eloquence. 

Texas had her Houston, her Rusk and her J. 
Pinkney Henderson. Ochiltree, Jennings, Rob- 
erts and Hubbard have been heard at the bar and 
upon the rostrum, but Texas had only one Bow- 


don. 
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AARON STUART SMITH 
FEE THA RPh. ¥ 


CHAR LER. lbh 


Aaron Stuart Smith was born in Laurens Dis- 
trict (now county), S. C., in 1808. He was the 
oldest son of Samuel Smith, and his wife, Mary, 
daughter of Joseph Harlan, also of Laurens Dis- 
trict. Nothing is known of the Revolutionary 
record of the family except that Joseph Harlan 
was in the battle of King’s Mountain. It may be 
interesting to state here that Joseph Harlan was 
the grandfather of John Marshall Harlan, who has 
been on the United States supreme bench for a 
number of years. 

At the age of twenty-five years, Stuart Smith 
was married to Lucinda Willis, in Anderson Dts- 
trict, S.C. She was an only child and being left 
an orphan in her infancy was raised by her grand- 
mother Jones, from whom she inherited considera- 


ble property in land and slaves. Four children— 
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William H., Samuel A., John P. and Edward W. 
were born to them in South Carolina. They then 
moved to Georgia and finally settled near Marietta, 
Cobb county, where he opened and improved a fine 
farm, to which he gave his exclusive attention, 
amassing a considerable fortune. Here the re- 
maining children were born, Robert E., George 
W., Virgil S. (Doc)., A. J. and Julius T., mak- 
ing nine—allboys. In the fall of 1859, he moved to 
Smith county, Texas, and settled near the site of 
Swau, having previously made a prospecting tour 
over the state with his brother, John B. Smith, 
John Y. Felton and Seaborn Florence. In 1858, 
the year before the removal of the family, John P. 
brought out some of the family slaves, opened a 
farm, and made some rough improvements on the 
land previously purchased. 

In September, 1558, Samuel A. was married to 
Miss Melissa Dobbs near Marietta, La., and that 
fall came to Texas with John P. and the following 
ing year taught school inthe old Nebochurch, near 
the present site of Lindale. 

William came out later and taught school in 
Tyler during the year 1859. The next winter he 
returned to Georgia and married Miss Pope Var- 
ner in Marietta. Returning to Texas he entered 
the practice of law with Judge D. W. Crow, now 


of Wood county, and also established the ‘‘State’s 
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Rights Sentinel,’’ first with Geo. M. Johnson, as 
publisher, and afterwards with W. L. Waites.. 
He was graduated with first honors from the Geor- 
gia Military Institute in the year 1556, having 
spent a year previously at the University ot Geor- 
gia. He entered the Confederate service as Cap- 
tain of Company K, Seventh Texas Infantry, 
which immediately joined the forces then gathering 
in Kentucky, and, becoming a part of the garrison 
of Fort Donelson, was surrendered with the army 
there, and seut to Camp Douglas, near Chicago. 
At the time of the surrender Capt. Smith was ab- 
sent on a short furlough, with his wife in Georgia. 
Being thus left without a command, he sought and 
received authority from the War Department to 
proceed to Texas and organize a regiment. En- 
route to Texas his wife and baby were taken sick 
with measles, and both died at Shreveport, La. 
After bringing their remains to Smith county and 
placing them in the family burying ground, he 
gave up the project of recruiting a regiment, and 
returning east was assigned duty by Gen. Bragg 
as inspector-general on Gen. Eetor’s staff, Buck 
Kilgore being adjutant on the same staff. He 
served with Ector until his old regiment was ex- 
changed and returned to service with the army in 
Mississippi, where at his request, he was _ reas- 


signed to the Captaincy of his old company. He 
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reached his command and took charge of his com- 
pany as they were entering the battle of Ramond, 
(Baker’s Creek), and was soon afterwards killed. 

_ Robert E. also went out with Company K, 
Seventh Texas Infantry, at the age of 16; was sur- 
rendered at Fort Donelson, and died in prison at 
Camp Douglas near Chicago, where he yet lies in 
an unknown grave. 

Samuel A.’s first wife died in October, r88r. 
They had four children— Harlan P., a prosperous 
merchant at Swan; David S, of Lindale; W. R., a 
prominent lawyer, and at present district judge at 
Colorado City, Texas, and Mrs. Jessie Smith 
Kerr, of Big Springs, Howard county. He was 
afterwards married to Mrs. Mollie Hodges, of Na- 
varro county, who, with five children, survives 
him. 

John P. Smith was married in January, 1867, to 
Miss Sallie Wiggins, oldest daughter of Col. John 
M. Wiggins of this city. He l'vedoma fine farm at 
Mt. Carmel, near Winona, until a few years ago, 
when he moved to Tyler, since which time he has 
served as justice of the peace of the Tyler precinct, 
and three terms as sheriff of Smith county. He 
has five children—Stuart Wiggins, who is_ promi- 
nent in county politics, and has a state wide repu- 
tation as a peace officer, having served as_ head 


deputy under his father for six years; Charles H., 
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a prominent teacher; Douglas, who has been with 
the Pacific Express company in Tyler for many 
years, and Misses Lottie and Nellie. 


Ed W. was married to Miss Jonnie Robertson, 


daughter of Judge John C. Robertson, Nov. rst, 


1866. She died June rst, 1897. Ten children 
were born to them—nine sons and one daughter: 
Stuart Robertson, Hope, Sledge Harlan, Edward 
William, Robert Ewing, Lloyd Travis, Charles 
Daniel, Maurice Virgil, Sawnie-Brock and Benja- 
min Goodman. Stuart, Robert and Ed W. Jr., 
are lawyers at Tyler. Hope is married to Dr. A. 
R. Swan, Smith county; Sledge married Miss Bet- 
tie Shelton of Noonday, Snith county; Lloyd, 
Sawnie-Brock and Ben Goodman are living with 
their father at the family homestead near Noonday, 
while Charles and Maurice are students. 

George W. married Miss Laura, oldest daugh- 
ter of the late Col. Thomas R. Swann, of Tyler. 
He 1s a lawyer; was county judge of Smith county 
one term, and was secretary of state under Gov. 
James S. Hogg from 1Sgr1 to 1895. He now lives 
at Colorado City, Texas. They have four chil- 
dren—Royal is a law student in the State Univers- 
ity, Miss Loutse is a teacher in the Mitchell coun- 
ty schools, and Thomas R. and Dilce, the young- 
er children, are at home. 


V.S. (Doc) Smith was married to Miss Tem- 
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pie Yarbrough, daughter of Col. Harvey Yar- 
brough. Hewas county clerk of Smith county 
from 1884 to 1890, when he accepted an important 
position in the general land office and has filled it 
continuously since that time. He still lives in 
Austin. He has two children—Mrs. May Ballew, 
of Palestine, and Miss Maud. 

Julius T. Smith was married to Miss Bettie 
Burrell, of Smith county, in 1876. He died in 
1884, leaving a widow and three children—Stuart, 
George T. aud Miss Jule. They live on the origi- 
nal Smith homestead, near Swan. His widow af- 
terwards married Mr. W. T. Ray. 

A. J. (Downie) remains unmarried, and makes 
his home with his brother, Ed W. Smith, Sr., at 
Noonday. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Soon after Tyler was made intoatown (in 1846) 
and her streets laid off, business began in a simall 
way in thisthinly section of country. Dr. Cald- 
well was an early nierchant and Julius Saunders, < 
mere boy, clerked for him. Savala, from Nacog- 
doches, was merchaudizing on the east side of the 
square but soon moved to the north side. John 
Pate, (killed by his demented father), clerked for 
Savala a number of years. Frank Bell kept a 
grocery ou the north side. The business houses 
were Duilt of hewed logs cut from the surrounding 
forest. The stocks of merchandise were small, 
but answered the purposes of that time, as the 
settlements were thinly settled. The prevailing 
prices were good and the early merchant made good 
money. The people were not extravagant in that 


day and time, but everything in a business way 
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had smooth sailing. Things moved even with 
the people, notwithstanding the attending hardships 
of anew country. The people were hospitable and 
social, by all being on the equality of standing 
along the lines of justice and right. In fact, the 
social structure was based on the principles of the 
Declaration of American Independence. Every 
white honest citizen was as good as any other 
citizen, and in the language of the drunken fellow : 
‘fA dern sight better.”’ 

A path led from one store to another. The 
Caldwell business house ranking first in the minds 
of the people, because Caldwell kept the post- 
office and a letter from the states was a welcome 
visitor to all and created wide-spread comment. It 
was a good piece of news for everybody. 

The social features of the forties were a dance, 
a candy pulling and other similar amusements 
which brought the people together. Married men and 
married women often led in the enjoyment of the 
socials of fifty years ago. A calico dress and an 


Ozenburg suit was ‘ 


‘out o’sight.”’ 

Match shooting was greatly in vogue and it 
took a center shot to carry home a piece of meat. 
Tyler had some good shots in those days that wore 
the honors and were the pride ofthevillage. A base 
ball twirler of the present day couldn’t hold them 


alight. Deer and turkeys were killed within a 
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few hundred yards of the stores. Judge Stephen 
Reaves and Bum Walker—now living—will verify 
this fact. Game was plenty and none should be 
out of meat. 

The saloon man went to the shooting match, 
leaving his house open, with a tin cup on the head 
of the whiskey barrel. The thirsty man cane, 
drew his drink from the barrel, leaving the pay be- 
side the cup and went ou his way spiritually exil- 
erated, after nipping the essence of John Barleycorn 
or some other corn. No man took a drink without 
paying for it. The grocery man found his cash 
sales evenly balanced up, and neither a drop of his 
goods not paid for nor one cent short on his day’s 
sales. Remember, that was back in the forties— 
the nineties might have disclosed a different state 
of things. The grocery man of today with even 
one eye closed would be forced into bankruptcy. 
The concensus of opinion now-a-days is to keep 
both eyes open and keep duly sober. The writer 
has been told that the biggest cash sales occurred 
during these festive occasions. 

There were only three locks in the village— 
the stores had them asa matter form. The man 
of family hung his meat in the chimney corner, 
on the outside with perfect safetv. No person 
Alched it. You try it now, and hustle to the meat 


market next morning. Your wife will assist you 
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in the hurrying on the go. Don’t try it now— 
civilization is now stopping with us. Men would 
fight then, but theft seldom ever occurred. The 
fellow who forgot himself in appropriating other 
people’s goods were like angel’s visits, ‘“‘few and 
far between.’' 

Many cungraiuts came from the older states to 
join Boren, Hllis, Caldwell, Savala, Tutt, Adams, 
Hill, Bell, Hudnall, Patterson and others. Dr. Jim 
McBride arrived in 1848, his brother Dr. Henry 
McBride a few years later. . Judge, Reaves a few 
months earlier. The MecBrides are dentists, 
ranking high in the profession. They are good 
people, and stand the wear and tear of life well. 
Dr. Henry is as nimble as a 16-year-old kid and 
still parts his hair in the middle. He is skillful 
in his profession ad a clever gentleman. Dr. Jim 
is even with hin, making it a neck-and-neck race. 
In fact it is Nip and Tuck with them, to tell ex- 
actly how itis. Both are popular with the people. 

Seon came Douglas before the fifties, along 
with Iypperson, and a little later Rush, Ferguson, 
Green, Cousius, Yarbrough, Chapman, Davenport, 
Holman, Long, Moore, aud a host of others, build- 
ers for the generations to follow afterthem. Green 
B. Epperson is. still with us, and loved for his 
many good qualities. A. W. Ferguson and S. H. 


3oreu made successful merchants—both are dead. 
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Tyler grew and prospered and many cast their lots 
with us. 

Everybody was free and with no strings tied to 
them. The frills that are an adjunct of good so- 
ciety came slowly and by degrees. Sam, Bob and 
Pete, Sallie, Susan aud Jane were the handles used 
at the morning and evening greetings. Gradually 
Mr., Mrs. aud Miss—and then colonel, major and 
captaiu—then a higher education and an advanced 
civilization—the hams were taken down from the 


chimney corner and placed under lock and key. 


The saloon man commenced keeping watch on his 


porter, and put the key in his pocket. So things 


have grown and Tyler is a city of four hundred 
concerns, teeming with a thrifty and busy people. 

No ham of meat rests in safety on the outside. 
No tin cup on the whiskey barrel—but the nickle 
now drops in the slot with aring. It used to be 
money was borrowed without note or security; now 
they call it negotiable commercial paper with col- 
laterals attached to it. The old, old foggy has 
been relegated to the rear and Young America 1s in 
the saddle. The wheels of commerce is driven by 
“Tom Walker and the devil,’’—this is called ad- 
vauced civilization, George Washington was ‘‘an 
old granger,’’ aud Thomas Jefferson had no con- 
ception of the many things he ‘“‘writ’’—this 1s 


called higher education. 
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Christianity marches hand in hand with civili- 
zation holding the check-rein—but, alas! we fear 
with a loosened grip. Charity begins at home, 
aud generally stays there. The ‘‘Old Virginia’ 
reel is antediluvian, and the lancers takes its 
place. The cotillion danced by our ancestors is a 
thing of the past, and the german isin the swim— 
this is called society. 

The pulpit thunders against it, the church pre- 
scribes it, but then you know, “‘it is the only peb- 
ble on the beach.’’ 
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HON. W. S. HERNDON AND 
FAMILY. 
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The subject of this sketch, Hon. W. S. Hern- 
don, has been a citizen of Texas forty-nine years 
and a resident of Tyler forty years. A native of 
the State of Georgia, he came with his parents to 
Texas before the days of railroads and when the 
savage and the buffalo held sway over the larger 
part of this state. Huis father, Reuben Herndon, 
was born in Virginia in 1806 and was the son of 
John Herndon who emigrated from England 1754, 
to the Colony of Virginia; served seven years im 
the Revolution; married Miss Canady and had sev- 
en sons and one daughter and died in 1813. In 
1815 the widow and eight children moved to South 
Carolina. And from there in 1828 Reuben settled 
in Georgia and in 1830 married Miss Anna Hobbs. 
Tothem three children were born—James, W.S.and 


Mary. James married in 1858 and three children 
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were born to them—the oldest, W. R. Herndon, 
who is now city treasurer of the City of Tyler. 
James enlisted in the Confederate army under 
Col. J. W. Throckmorton in 1861 and died 23rd of 
‘December, 1863. Mary married W. 8. Parker 
in this city in 1873 and died in San Antonio, June 
1st, 1893, leaving two children. Reuben Hern- 
don died December 25th, 1867, and his widow, Mrs. 
Auna Herndon, resided in Tyler seven years, the1 
resided with Mrs. Parker in Dallas and finally died 
in Denton, Texas, in 1891. 

W.S. Herndon worked on a farm in Wood 
county several years with his father and his slaves, 
and as an evideuce of his industry, the post oak 
rails which he cut and split then are still pointed 
out by his old friends of that vicinity. In 1854 
young Herndon entered ccllege and continued un- 
til he graduated at McKenzie Coilege in 1859, with 
very high honors. From college he went to the 
frontier of Texas and remained with the Texas 
Rangers recuperating his physical health, explor- 
ing the Great West and fighting savages until 1860. 
In that year he settled in Tyler and began the 
study of law, under himself as his tutor, and was 
admitted to practice in the Supreme Ccurt of the 
State, and in the Federal Courts the same year. 


After his admission to the bar, Mr. Herndon mar- 
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ried Miss Mary Louise McKellar and brought his 
bride to Tyler, their future home. 

We have heard him often refer to his poverty 
at that period of ‘his life, when he and his bride ar- 
rived in Tyler, and the bills incident to the wed- 
ding were settled, he had exactly $2.50 left, and 
no more, one little gold coin, yet he was not dis- 
couraged, but with that pluck and industry that 
have characterized his long business life, he seemed 
supremely happy. Herndon was a hard student 
and often said business would ere long come his 
_ way and leave no time for study, hence he was get- 
ting ready. And this was more than true; such a 
busy life he has led! He had hardly opened his 
law office for practice, until the tocsin of war was 
sounded and the drums beat for volunteers. 
Young Herndon enlisted for the war in 186r. 

Captain W. F. Hamilton and Herndon raised a 
company; Hamilton was elected Captain and 
Herndon elected First Lieutenant, and the compa- 
ny was mustered into the 13th Infantry. In 1862, 
Captain Hamilton was transferred to another arm 
of the service and Lieutenant Herndon promoted 
to be Captain. His company was assigned to ar- 
tillery service about two years. General J. Bank- 
head Magruder, in command of the Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department, after inspection, said that Capt. 
Herndon’s command was the best drilled company 
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in the service. Captain Herndon become master 
of the drill service and trained the 13th Infantry in 
military tactics for infantry and artillery service. 

In June, 1865, Captain Herndon’s command 
was mustered out of service, and walked back to 
Tyler, barefooted, poorly clad and hungry. Capt. 
Herndon lost no time, and used to hardships, he 
began to prepare for living, by doing any work by 
which he could earn a dollar. In November, 
1865, he formed a co-partnership with Judge John 
C. Robertson who was an able young lawyer, and 
the partnership continued twelve years. It was a 
union of strong forces; no law firm in Texas, per- 
haps, ever had such success and made as much 
money, in the same period of time. Pending the 
partuership 1n 1871, the democratic party was in 
serious trouble; defeated, and thousands of its 
numbers disfranchised, with no leader of note, and 
the followers nearly all poor Confederate soldiers, a 
strong military government in control, and the 
Freedinan’s Bureau—general manager of the ne- 
gro vote. In this forlorn condition, Capt. Hern- 
don, without effort or aspiration for office, was 
unanimously nominated as candidate for congress 
at Rusk, Texas. When informed of his nomina- 
tion, Capt. Herndon declined to accept, but the 
comunittee aud friends secured his acceptance. 


Capt. Herndon entered the race to win. He chal- 
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lenged the then sitting member of congress lately 
renominated, Hon. George W. Whitmore, to meet 
him in joint debate, and discuss the issues in- 
volved, at all important points in the First district 
of Texas, which was 300 miles long, and in width 
extended from the Trinity to Sabine and Red 
rivers. 

The race was the most remarkable ever wit- 
nessed in Texas. The enthusiasm of the people 
was unbounded. Barbecues nearly everywhere; im- 
mense cavalry and infantry processions; people rode 
for one hundred miles to witness these debates. 
The military followed the speakers in force to quell 
riots and mobs; parties were at a white heat be- 
cause great issues where atstake. Some of the 
ablest speeches ever made in Texas were heard in 
that campaign. Old timers still refer with 
enthusiasm to these monster meetings. The re- 
sult was, Herndon turned down the majority of 
his opponent over two thousand in the previous 
election, and wou by 4212 votes majority. In the 
Second race against the same opponent, nominated 
by the republican party, Herndon carried the 
district and was elected by more than 5,000 major- 
ity. Hon. W. S. Herndon was a working mem- 
ber of congress. He offered many wise measures 
aud succeeded in doing much good. He was_ pop- 


ular with the leading republican members of the 
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House of Representatives and rarely failed to en- 
list them in favor of his measures. He was a 
sound money and protective tariff democrat. He 
believed then and now that these were the most 
essential factors in the successful maintenance and 
operation of this govermment. 

In 1875, Col. Herndon retired from congress 
aud has studiously declined all office since. He 
preferred independence of thought and action, and 
to make money and be master of his own time. 
But he always takes a deep interest in the policies 
and operation of our federal and state governments. 
For many years he was elected as a delegate to the 
State and National conventions of the democratic 
party, and was always a power in these mectings. 
Some of his ablest speeches were delivered in shap- 
ing the platforms on this occasion. In the riiem- 
orable State convention held at Austin, in 1898, in 
which Gov. R. B. Hubbard and Hon. James .W. 
Throckmorton contended for the nomination for 
governor, Col. Herndon lead the forces of Hub- 
Mare, and: pier. Walton those. of “Throck- 
morton. This convention had over 1,200 dele- 
gates. 

Political ambitions, fecling and bitterness were 
intense, but it was admitted on all sides that Col. 
Herndon was master of the situation and handled 


his forces as a veteran general on the field of bat- 
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tle. It has been conceded by the political mana- 
gers of Texas that no man has ever handled great 
bodies of men with greater skill and grander suc- 
cess than Col. Herndon. 

As a lawyer, in the State and Federal Courts, 
measured by results, Col. Herndon has been a 
great success. It is doubtful if any lawyer ever 
worked as many hours in the day, or argued as 
many litigated causes in the period from 1869 to 
1887. It seemed that Herndon during that period 
had the affirmative of every’ great cause in the 
state. 

Col. Herndon’s service for railroads began as 
an attorney in 1868 for the Southern Pacific Rail- 
way company; afterwards for the Texas & Pacific; 
later in 1878 to 1883 as attorney and executive ad- 
viser for Hays and Hoxie of the I. & G. N. raul- 
way; attorney for the Cotton Belt, foreclosing 
mortgages for the creditors, aiding in the re-organ- 
ization of that line and serving many years as at- 
torney; and serving as general solicitor of the 1. & 
G. N. railway for three years. In 1881 he turned 
his attention to railroad construction, completing 
the K.& G. S. L. railway, being its president 
three years, then sold the road for cash and settled 
with all the part owners. 

In 1885, during the intense hostility against 


railroads in Texas and the organization of the 
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Knights of Labor and the many strikes and de- 
struction of property, Col. Herndon, in defiance of 
what seemed the popular will, wrote a series of ar- 
ticles and made many addresses in which he ex- 
posed the fallacies of the Knights and denounced 
in severe philippics the injustice of the people to 
corporations and railroad progress. 

In finance and business Col. Herndon has ex- 
celled perhaps allof his associates in Texas. It 
may be said truthfully that in every line of busi- 
ness to which he has lent his personal attention it 
has succeeded. He has inade and saved a fortune, 
and raised and educated a family of eight sons and 
daughters, offering them every advantage that the 
United States could afford. He and his admirable 
wife have been blessed with the following children: 
William Sidney, Mary H., John Henry, James 
M., Bessie H., Grace, Charles and Hugh Hern- 
don. William Sidney is still single and in busi- 
ness in Kansas City, Mo. Mrs. Mary H. Gray, a 
widow, is now on a tour in Europe. J. H. Hern- 
don married Miss Sallie Starley of this city and 
bas one’daughter, Grace. He is doing a prosper- 
ous business and is a rising and successful young 
man. J. M. Herndon married Miss Lois EK. Veasey, 
of San Francisco, California, and has two children, 
and is in business in Los Angeles, California. 


Mrs. Bessie H. Potter is a widow with one child, 
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Dorothy Louise, and resides with her father. 
Charles Herndon has graduated at the University 
of Princeton and has just finished his commercial 
course and banking at Eastman’s College. Hugh 
Herndon is a junier in the University of Prince- 
ton, and now on a tour to the Paris exposition. 
All of these eight young people, as they arrive at 
proper age, enter business life well equipped, to 
make useful citizens and a successful voyage of 
life. 

Mrs. Herndon is a very religious woman, a de- 
voted member of the Baptist church, a strict tem- 
perauce worker, and engaged in all kinds of relig- 
ious and charitable work. During the great tem- 
perance campaign of 1887, when all Texaus were 
divided, and arrayed for and against the liquor 
traffic, Col. Herndon espoused the side of temper- 
ance, There is hardly a doubt that he did more 
to give shape, dignity and enthusiasm to the tem- 
perance cause than any other person in the state. 
The demand for him to address vast assemblages 
of people was so great that he had little time for 
sleep. His efforts drew thousands to the -cause to 
hear him and only one orator on the liquor side 
met him in joint debate, Col. R. Q. Mills. The 
writer was present on that memorable occasion. 
The vast crowd greeted their champions from start 


to finish; both speakers were famous as orators; 
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each believed in his cause, aud the supporters of 
each were wild with enthusiasm. The occassion 
was grand, and ‘it was a battle of ‘giants. “The 
inighty audience was moved and swayed as the 
speakers willed. The writer never witnessed a 
finer display of eloquence and a more impassioned 
oratory. But it was admitted by both sides, that 
Col. Herndon far surpassed Col. Mills in lagic, 
magnetism aud depth of pathos. Col. Mills nor 
any other orator on that side accepted a joint de- 
bate with him again in that campaign. It was 
during that campaign that the temperance forces 
met on the 30th of June, 1887, at Fort Worth for 
general consultation and organization. Morethan 
thirty thousand people were present, in a grand 
open air meeting. The program was elaborate and 
many distinguished orators were billed to speak, 
General Jno. H. Reagan, Senator S$. B. Maxey, Dr. 
B. H. Carroll, Col. Herndon and many others be- 
ing present. A grand barbacue was being made 
ready and the speaking began at 10 o’clock a. m. 
Col. Herndon was called at 12:30 o’clock and _ be- 
gan his address. It was the signal for the scat- 
tered thousands present to come close to the speak- 
er. Every word and sentence touched some ten- 
der chord and the vast audience was soon awed and 
hushed to silence. Old men wept and embraced, 


the women shed tears, the boys were quiet as 
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death—uot a cheer went up—all the people rose 
from their seats and pressed close to the speaker, 
until not six feet of space was left for the orator on 
the stage. The barbecue was forgotten—the small 
venders of peanuts and ice cream ceased to cry 
their goods—the orator lost sight of all but the 
immensity of his grand subject. Two hours swept 
by with lightning speed, when he closed with an 
impassioned peroration. The vast audience 
seemed suddenly awakened from a_ sensational 
dream to a delerium of joy. The speaker was 
embraced and bodily carried from the stage amidst 
the shouts and admiration of the thousands who 
had hung upon his wonderful thoughts. 

The press of the day tried to report that speech, 
but all admitted that they were so electrified and 
dazed that they only remembered it as the greatest 
master-piece of logic, passion and elogence ever 
heard. ‘This campaign settled the question that 
Col. Herndon had no equal on the hustings as a 
magnetic speaker. 

In the political campaign of 1888, when Grover 
Cleveland was nominated for the presidency 
against Mr. Harrison, Col. Herndon was urged 
and accepted the invitation of the National com- 
mittee to deliver twenty set speeches for the demo- 
cratic party in the State of California. He opened 


the campaign at Fresno, 25th of August, 1888, te 
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over ten thousand people. At San Francisco he 
addressed about fifty thousand people, and at Los 
Angeles over 2,500, and never less than 5,000 pres- 
ent at twenty different cities. The press of that 
state regarded his speeches as master-pieces of 
statesmanship, logic and eloquence. 

As an orator Col. Herndon has had many _ op- 
portunities to demonstrate his rich gifts. The last 
campaign in Texas made by him was in 1892 in 
the interest of George Clark for Governor against 
Gov. James S. Hogg. ‘Thousands of people in 
Texas will remember his philippics against the 
policies of Gov. Hogg. Hogg delivered his open- 
ing campaign speech and declared “‘that if elected 
he would knock the wind out of the stock and 
squeeze the water out of the bonds of corporations.”’ 
He claimed that the excessive issue of stock and 
bonds by railroads constituted a mortgage on all 
the real and personal property of the people to 
secure the payment of interest and dividends. 
This speech had a marked effect on Texas. It 
appeared to be sound and unanswerable, and the 
Governor gained immense popularity by this novel 
platform. It seemed that the Clark cause was 
suddenly overshadowered and likely to go down 
without a struggle. But Col. Herndon came to 
the rescue and opened the cainpaign for Clark at 


Greenville, Texas, toan immense gathering. A 
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club of five hundred supporters of Hogg attempted 
to prevent Herndon from attacking the propositions 
of Governor Hogg. He defied them, and made a 
masterful speech, in which his keen logic over- 
threw and utterly destroyed, apparently, every 
propesition assuined by Governor Hogg. This 
speech was priuted in full, and more than 300,000 
copies were distributed in Texas. The effect of 
this speech was to drive Governor Hogg and his 
supporters from repeating his doctrines in the 
towns and cities, but they boldly announced them 
at the ‘‘forks of the creek,’’ where the answer to 
them had not been heard. Col. Herndon predicted 
that if Gov. Hogg was elected, capital and capt- 
talists would leave the State; that a Rail.Com- 
mission (a close corporation) would be created; 
that railroad construction would cease for years; 
that it would cost Texas at least one hundred 
nullions of dollars, In the light of subsequent 
events, who will say that these predictions were 
not fully verified? Col. Herndon. seeing the 
probable effect of the want of capital and enter- 
ptise and the incident hardships of this State, 
took all the available meats he could raise and 
invested $300,000.00 in Kansas City, Missouri, in 
the year 1893. He says he owes Gov. Hogg a 
debt of gratitude for forcizg him to put into 


practice what he preached, as his investments paid 
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seven per cent during the seven years of haid 
times that followed Gov. Hogg’s policiesin Texas. 

In politics Col. Herndon has always stood for 
good, honest government—for the enforcement of 
the laws—utterly against mobs and mobocracy— 
for sound doctrines and policies, rather than for 
parties and partisans. He has ever held in con- 
tempt shams and makeshifts, contending for truth 
and progress, in business and government. No 
man has been more loyal to his government. In 
public spirit and liberality he has always 
headed the lists, and stood in the front rank. It 
is doubtful if there exists any church or public 
school in Tyler that he has not contributed means 
to build and support. It does not matter what the 
sect or kind of worshippers or teachers, he helps 
all. He does largely his own alms and many 
young people, and old ones, can attest to his chari- 
ties. 

In religion he joined the Methodist Episcopal 
church, South, in Tyler in the year 1860, and is 
still a member of that association. For twenty-one 
years he, almost alone, managed the finances of 
that church and during that period, no deficits oc- 
curred, and few general collections. 

For forty years Col. Herndon has resided in 
the same house 1n this city, and has borne every 


burden cheerfully of a good citizen. He has con- 
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ducted many lines of business during that period, 
and never failed to meet punctually every financial 
obligation. He has made money and used it wise- 
ly, to build up and equip his own family, the city 
of Tyler, Smith county and his State. He has 
proven a safe mau and adviser in peace and war, in 
church and state—always conservative, yet withal 
progressive. Faithful to every trust, intelligent, 
charitable, conservative and progressive, society, 
the church, this city, county and state have been 
bettered by his influence and gained immensely by 
his presence and loyalty to every proper demand. 
Hou. W. S. Herndon is still possessor of ‘‘brain 
and brawn,’’ full of business activity, with broad 
views of life. May he live long to enjoy the fruition 
of his varied labors in this city and state of his 


adoption. 
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AND THRIFTY PIONEERS. 


CHAPTERYXAVE 


The commissioners, 1n locating the county seat 
of Smith county, had one leading object in view 
that controlled them in locating the town of Tyler, 
aud that was the many springs in a small era of 
this city. Gushing free-stone water was coming 
from mother earth on either side of the present 
court house. Everybody used water from the 
springs from the earth here, and the first well dug 
within the present limits of this city was sometime 
after the fifties, and it was regarded then as an un- 
necessary expense; in fact, well water was looked 
on with a degree of suspicion as to the health of 
its water. 

Every citizen had a convement spring close to 
his domicile. Tyler had a. number of excellent 
springs that have disappeared, from neglect, that 


were well and carefully looked after, and would be 
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if they were at other points in Texas. The water 
could be made attractive aud beneficial as a health 
resort if proper care was observed andthe necessary 
advertising done to let the world know it. The 
old settler took special care of these springs and 
was proud of the adundance of water that their de- 
scendauts have neglected. It is a shame that 
these old landmarks should have fallen into such 
criminal neglect. 

Tyler grew very slow in the way of building 
until after 1852, when some cottages had been 
erected that attracted attention, and the improve- 
ments have been a steady growth from that date. 

It was in 1851 that Columbus C. Wiley settled 
in Tyler. Heemigrated from the state of Ala- 
bama and soon took a leading part in helping the 


growth of the county and town. He settled in one 





of the largest resident buildings in Tyler—a_ two- 
roomed log house—on the west side of the public 
square. He soon becamea sterling and popular 
citizen aud was a leaderin the advance guard of 
civilization in this new country. 

A little fisticuff of Columbus Wiley and Col. 
Geo. W..Chilton who came to Tyler about the 
same year, may be noted here as an incident of 
early times in Smith county. A disagreement had 
occurred between these gentlemen, and both being 


gaine, they settled it by an encounter, not exactly 
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under the Queensberry rules but in a rough and 
tumble fight—without gloves, and with bare 
knuckles. Chilton was a man of fine physique, 
well made, active and over six feet tall. Wiley 
was not so long, but more compactly built, stout 
and well shaped, and these two gentlemen weut into 
the battle with a determination to win, and to use a 


7) 


common expression ‘‘the fur flew’’ as each applied 
the best licks possible, while friends looked on, un- 
til they thought the time was up and parted them. 
It was an even go at the start and hard to decide 
which was the winner. ‘The trouble was soon set- 
tled and Chilton and Wiley soon became fast 
friends. 

This may bea step out of the way, but I am 
writing up old times and more incidents of this 
character may appear from time to time. Both of 


the participants died several years ago. 
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Judge Stephen Reaves was born in Han- 
cock county, Georgia, September 3rd, 1516; set- 
tled in Alabama in 1839, and emigrated to Texas 
in 1846, and settled in Tyler on the 4th day of 
April, 1847. He is, properly speaking, an old- 
timer—being the oldest male settler in Tyler at 
this writing. Judge Reaves is a lawyer by proies- 
sion, and was enrolled as a practicing attorney at 
the spring term of the district court of Smith coun- 
ty in 1847, and has since occupied a distinguished 
position as a lawyer since that time. He has al- 
Ways been a safe counselor, and his advice on a 
legal point is received as good authority. He is 
what the world terms a successful lawyer—makes 
the necessary preparation and is ready for trial. 
He has the confidence of the people, and receives 


the best of attention when cither addressing the 
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court or jury. Being a pleasant and _ forcible 
speaker, he impresses his hearers with the honesty 
of his convictions. He is logical and pointed, pre- 
senting the strong points in his case. In the 
probate practice he 1s quoted as good authority and 
his opinion considered as settling any given ques- 
tion. Whena member of the Texas senate, he 
took a prominent part in framing a good code of 
laws. He isa man of acknowledged ability, and 
the very soul of honor, and looked to as a leader. 

His life appears to have been a placid and _ suc- 
cessful one—of pleasing manners and cheerful dis- 
position, he has endeared himself to our people. 
Having lived a cousistent member of the Baptist 
church, his exampie has been a model one. 

Judge Stephen Reaves married Miss Amie Aun 
Walker, daughter of Wm. 8. Walker, a prominent 
and leading man of Tyler, who died a few years 
alter the civil war. Mrs. Reaves was a Christian 
woman of intellence and popular with those who 
knew her. She died in this city in 1895, and was 
buried in Tyler cemetery. They had five children, 
Texana Dustin, Stephen (Pete) Douglas, William 
Lee, Edwin Thomas and Algernon Sidney. 

Miss Texana Dustin Reaves married Daniel G. 
Fones, of Little Rock, Ark. Mrs. Fones died in 
1894. Mrs. Foneswas a wontan of fine accomplish- 


meuts and of popular manuers. She had a host of 
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friends and admirers. They had no chiidren. 
Mr. Fones is now a leading hardware merchant of 
Little Rock. 

Stephen (Pete) Douglas Reaves marricd Miss 
Bengia Abbott, of Appomattax, Va., and resides in 
Tyler. They have one child, James Gould, who is 
bookkeeper for Hamblin Manufacturing Company 
of Little Rock, Ark. Gould isa young business 
man of much promise. S, D. (Pete) Reaves is in 
the insurance and real estate business and driving 
a good trade. 

William Lee Reaves married Miss Hattie 
Hobson, of Hot Springs, Ark., aud lives in Little 
Rock. They havethree children—William Hob- 
sou Hart Walker and Helen. He is a leading 
business mau of that enterprising city. 

Edwin Thomas Reaves married Miss Hattie 
Whitmore, of Omaha, Neb., and are residents of 
of Little Rock, Ark. They have three children-—— 
Hattie Lucile, Lottie Fones and Emma Whitmore. 
Mr. Reaves is assistant cashier of the German 
National Bank of that city, and a leading business 
man. 

Algernon Sidney Reaves is a single man, and 
like his brothers Will and Tom, makes lis home 
at Little Rock. He is traveling agent for the 
Consumers’ Oil Mill, at his home. 


Judge Reaves at this writing is afflicted with 
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rheumatism and his eyesight is failing him. He, 
however, enjoys a good appetite and sleeps well. 
It is his declining years; and he is cheerful mak- 
ing the autumu of life one of serene happiness 
aud contentmeut. It has been a busy and useful 
life with Judge Reaves, the grandest and oldest 
ehizer ot Pyier: 
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laldy RAISHs Weak GOUSENS 
AND GEO. YARBROUGH. 
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In 1847, Major J. M. Rush moved from Tenues- 
see to Texas and settled in Tyler. The town site 
had only been laid off the year before. The family 
occupied a tent until he could build a home. He 
built a log house on the spot of land now occupied 
by the Durst building, on the southeast corner of 
the square, just north of the Grand opera house. 
He lived there for some time and finally settled 
aud opened a farm one mile north of the court 
house where he died a few years after the war. It 
is now known as the Owens place. 

Major J. M. Rush was aman of great energy 
and became prominent asa citizen and a member 
of the Methodist church. He was indeed and in 
truth an up+to-date citizen and helped to build 
Tyler and advance her educational and religious in- 


_terests. Hecameto Tyler fron Mississippi 
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soon became favorably and well known. He was 
a successful planter and managed his farm affairs 
with method and in a business way. He was the 
step father of Rev. James M. and William Seaton, 
who are now dead, but were prominent men in this 
county and city in church and business circles, 
and Mrs. Geo. M. Johnson, who is still a resident 
of Tyler. The Seaton brothers were proninent 
merchants in this county and city and sustained 
anexcellent reputation for honest integrity. 
James was a Methodist preacher, forcible and schol- 
arly in the pulpit. 

Major Rush was the father of Dr. C. A. Rush, 
now a prominent citizen of Kaufman, who has a 
good standing as a citizen and ranks high in his 
profession; also, the father of Mrs. Vannie Cock- 
rell of Kaufman county, whose husband is a prom- 
inent and successful farmer. There were others of 
the Rush and Seaton families, but for the lack of 
intelligent data, I am unable to give more fully in 
this chapter. James Seaton, a prominent young 
business man of this city, is a son of Rev. James 
M. Seaton. 

William H. Cousins moved with his father’s 
family to Smith county in 1848, and settled near 
Omen (Old Canton), in this county. Young 
Cousins spent his boyhood on his father’s farm, 


when he went to Old Canton and entered a dry 
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goods store as a clerk. Here he adapted himself to 
the new order of things and soon became a fine 
salesman and a rustler in business circles. It was 
here he laid the foundation of a mercantile edu- 
cation that led to a successful merchant. ft was the 
close application of the boy that made the success- 
ful business man. When the civil war broke 
out he promptly enlisted in the Confederate army, 
making a good soldier to the surrender of the Con- 
federate forces. . 

In 1857 he removed to Tyler, clerked awhile, 
and soon entered business of his own, advaneme 
to the front. Mr. Cousins commanded respect for 
his honest integrity and business sagacity. He 
married Miss Sue Evans, the daughter of Cot. 
Larkin Evans, a prominent planter of Smith 


county. Miss Evans was a beautiful girl and 


am 
pai 


adinired for her many graceful accomplishiic 
. . . . . c 773 f es 3 5 

Mrs. Cousins is still living and gracefwiiy presides 

over her household duties, retaining that grace and 


ease that made her so popular when younger. She 


1 mh 
ry 


is still a fine looking woman of her age, ama with 
pleasant surroundings, a handsome home, with the 
comforts of life. I kuow of no reason why the 
Cousins’ home should not be an ideal one. 

Mr. Cousins voluntarily retired from) merchan- 
tile pursuits to look after his large outside business 


that needed attention. Much of his time has 
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been devoted to stock raising—in fact, he was one 
cf the earliest settlers in raising fine horses and 
mules. He has considerable farming interests that 
required his attention which he is giving with 
the usual methods of his business life. Mr. 
Cousins still moves along in business circles—a 
pleasant gentleman, enjoying the confidence of his 
fellows, fifty-two years 1n our midst, the same 
unchangable man and good citizen. 

Ancther man of prominence asa merchant and 
citizen was Col. George Yarbrough, who settled in 
Tyler in 1854, becoming prominent as_ business 
man, doing an immense trade as a merchant, 
Col. Yarbrough’s death occurred in Tyler in 1808, 
leaving a widow, the result of a second marriage, 
who is a charming lady, and two pretty daughters, 
the fruits of the first marriage. 

Col. Yarbrough came from Alabama to ‘Texas. 
However, he spent several profitable years on’ the 
Pacific coast during the great gold excitement in 
California. He was not only promineat as a busi- 
ness man, but took a deep interest iu church work, 
being a deacou in the Baptist church. He was a 
man of intelligence and fruitful in powers of con- 
versation. His first marriage was with Miss Mar- 
garett A. Herrin, an accomplished young lady of 
Tuskagee, Ala., who was a charming christian 


woman, dying several years ago, leaving a good 
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influence on all who knew her many intelligent 
Christian virtnes. 
Col. Yarbrough grasped a business proposition 


intelligently, and ranked well as a business man 
of strict and honest motives. 


The house, on the corner, built by Major Rush, 
afterwards became famous in the early history of 
Tyler as a boarding house, tavern and _ hotel; 
sheltering many eminent and great men on the 
inside of its historic walls. An original log house, 
it was weather-boarded, a second story added to it, 
growing by degrees until it reached an imposing 
structure in this new country. It was kept by 
different petsons, and was a noted tavern and a 
pleasure resort in the long ago, until its walls 
were torn away for the present sightly brick build- 
ings. The old landmarks have disappeared at the 
demand of civilization aud advanced business 
methods, along with the old settler. No one to 
Say, Woodman, spare Lhat Iree,’’ or,.stay the 
tide of vandalism, blotting out forever the last re- 


semblance of how and what our fathers built. 
Sage men discussed great state problems in it. 
Gay young people met aud whiled away the pleas- 
aut hours—gay children with its peals of child- 
hood Jaughter—its history of births and deaths— 
gladness aud sadness belong to its cherished mem- 
ories. If the old walls were here and could only 
talk—but, I must stop. 
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COL. BENJAMIN GOODMAN 
AS TANI Y. 


CHAPTER, XLX. 


Col. Benj. Goodman removed to Tyler froin 
South Carolina and practiced law up to his death, 
which occurred in 1866. The state of Tennessee 
was the land-of his birth. He owned a large 
plantation sixteen mules south of Tyler; was one 
of the largest slave owners in Smith county before 
the war. Col. Goodman’s descendants have and 
do uow occupy prominent positions politically, 
professionally and socially in Texas. They have 
wielded a good influence in the walks of life. Mrs. 
Benj. Goodman was an intelligent woman, strong- 
niinded and'‘a good manager in the affairs of life, 
and possessed those aimable virtues that constitue 
womanhood in its greatness. Col. Goodman was 
a man of sterling worth, a fine lawyer and a man 

who fought the battles of life with a determination, 


and made it a success. These two excellent people 
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were the parents of so many promiuent. people in 
Texas who have made history for themselves and 
their state. 

Hon. Sawnie Robertson who died in the city of 
Dallas several years ago was a grandson of Col. 
Goodman. He was one of the brightest lawyers 
in the state; an associate justice of the supreme 
court of Texas, delivering while on the bench 
many opinions that are quoted as authority for the 
lawyer of today. He resigned the judgeship to 
resume a big practice when he died in middle life, 
while a bright future awaited him in the profes- 
sion he was an ornament too. ‘‘Death loves a 
shining mark.”’ 

Hon. Horace Chilton, now the Sentor United 
States Senator from Texas, is another grandson of 
this branch of the Goodiman family, and while yet 
a young man, has made a national reputation as a 
statesmiau of a great ability—has the promise of 
many years to add luster to his already made honor- 
able reputation. The culminating point of repu- 
tation for sagacity in statesmanship has not yet 
been reached by this talented young man. 

Judge Brock Robertson, of this city, 1s a law- 
yer of ability and enjoy’s a lucrative practice. 

Reb Robertson, a lawyer of good ability and a 
young iman of much promise. Roy, the youngest 
brother, is devoting his life to that of a farmer and 
stock-raiser. 
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The talent in this brauch of the Goodman fam- 
ily was not confined to the boys alone, for some of 
the brightest minded women that ever graced the 
best circles of Tyler society, were: Mrs. Johu C. 
Robertson, Mrs. Geo. W. Chilton, Mrs. Ed W. 
Soith, Mrs. Moris Brown, and Mrs. L. A. 
Henry. 

Lewis Goodman, a genial noble fellow, died 
early in life—au dssociate of the writer, when boys. 
A volume could be written of his good deeds and 
his excellent qualities of his young manhood. 

Hamulton Goodman was killed during the war 


before reaching manhood. He was a ‘“‘ 


chip off the 


old block,’’ a good soldier boy, who gave his young 


life for his beloved Southland. 
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The first newspaper published in Tyler was the 
Tyler Telegraph, by David A. Clopton. The plant 
was established in 1850. Whether Clopton was a 
printer or not Ido net know. A vague inipression 
leads to the belief that Clopton was a lawyer, and 
may have been a practical newspaper man. Clop- 
ton published the Telegraph until 1852, when he 
sold the plant.to Wim. Henry. Parsons, James C. 
ills ia eet iotverett, Lott, aud B.T. 
Selman, who formed a stock company. Win. H. 
Parsons was its editor. 

The Telegraph was ably edited,; Parsons was 
anable writer and gave tone and force to the paper. 
He was a New Yorker by birth, well educated and 
possessed rare gifts asa writer of ability with the 
courage of conviction. Parsons soon found him- 


self ina personal controversary with Col. Grinstead, - 


eer get rin oT 
pee fi fig ylot sol’ 


: er, i 
> 


OB} in Bonita a eon 


ona tant ob. | Jon 10 195th re 
PY yeh oitad 93 of sbi re 


o 


»yon Lf IIR 1q 6 ison svar Vat 
en rgsiot orld ba:lai iding t io 25 
ettoarnl erro lt it Ww ot tpl ont “bla te 
‘par dol .4A wot Aan H hive nied = 
eae 
ve opeinqinosd Avole & homrrol other y roilsé 


Ai 


Torte ast Bh Gh t sort 
asvomsd > , [ when, ascu elepien slot of 
ttc Tis 4 _~ pee ¥ pe ‘3 oe ead {t rary a 
woot bie aod ony heir Toa aide ite 
Thaw des 1 get en wait ay su oF 


i7tt) 4 fs yodseant tis rt ak 
oe de ° 
otlt ‘Bind itd lo vatin ‘NW r ats “es —- yore 


wtrow wt React iol aeee s 


<sait 


seid 


at f 


“sean She 


a 


ne hapnot tow 


_cboseatitt) Joe? Nth Me —— — 





“— 


IIo 


a prominent journalist of Jefferson, Texas. The 
controversary grew so bitter that Grinstead sent a 
challenge to Parsons, who accepted the challenge, 
selecting rifles as the weapon to settle the difference 
ou the field of honor. The time was set, Parsons 
showed up, but Grinstead failed to meet him. The 
reasons for Grinstead not showing up I do not know. 
Parsons had previously married an accomplished 
lady-of Jefferson, and he attended the funeral of 
his father-in-law, who had died at Jefferson, and on 
the following day of the burial, while on the 
streets, was shot and seriously wounded in the legs 
by some one from under cover. Parsons claimed 
he never knew who shot him. In 1854, Parsons 
removed to Waco, aid edited a paper in that city. 
When the civil war came on he sided with the 
South and made a brilliant record as commander of 
Parsons Texas’ brigade. After the war he went 
to the city of New York, and I think he died there 
a number of years ago. He wasa dashing fellow 
along the pathway of life as editor, lawyer and at 
the head of his brigade. It nught be well enough 
to mention that Albert Parsons, the anarchist 
executed in Chicago several years ago, wasa 
younger brother of Win. Henry Parsons. Many 
old settlers remember Albert. He went bare- 
footed, played in the town branch like other boys. 


I remember Albert as a splendid little fellow and a 
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pleasant boy-associate. He was a sprightly lad, 
and his unfortunate fate was hid in the future 
ofcoming years. It is Providential Wisdom that 
makes it so. 

The first printers working in the Telegraph 
office were: William Spencer, William A. Wor- 
tham, Col. Hunter, Joe A. Kirgan, Wick B. Par- 
sons, William Sparks and Geo. M. Johnson. 

A mention of the first printers in Tyler may 
not be out of place here, for you seldom meet one 
of this craft but who is a well informed, apprecia- 
tive fellow, 

As to William Spencer I have little informa- 
tion. He was an all-round printer, a companiona- 
ble fellow and no trace of his history is at hand 
since he left Tyler some time in the fifties. 

William A. Wortham was a man of ccnsidera- 
ble ability and made a fair reputation as an editor 
and a member of the Texas legislature. He was 
a level-headed fellow and had many strong friends. 

He married Miss Sue Ashcraft, a charming 
young lady of Tyler, moving to Sulphur Springs, 
where he became editor and represented Hopkins 
county in the legislature. He was the father of 
William B. Wortham, a former State treasurer of 
Texas, a gentleman of intelligence and popularity. 

Col. Hunter was a fine specimen of manhood, a 


man of wonderful resources of information—edu- 
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cated and cultivated abilities, but his fondness for 
the “‘cup’’? was an unfortunate weakness, for at 
times he tarried too long sipping the nectar of 
corn juice. It destroyed his usefulness, sapped 
the foundation of his gifted abilities and blurred 
the form of a fine physique. Hunter was familiar 
with ancient history and the current literature; a 
poet of no mean pretentiors, often soared above his 
fellows from the mere force of rare abilities, the 
ground-work of genius making its impress on his 
associates. He was generous toa fault, magnetic 
and pleasing in manner and address until over- 
taken by a vitiated appetite for strong drink. 
Hunter was a bright and brilliant fellow that often 
falls by the wayside under such unfavorable and 
degrading conditions—a gentleman by instinct 
and education—a demon from habit that destroys 
the best abilities of men and over-clouds the indi- 
viduality of greatness and gentleness. What be- 
come of Hunter I don’t know—hope he reformed. 
The world needed him: his intellect would have 
brightened it; a gem here, a thought there, would 
have been food for thought, a light to guide us. 
But such is life as we make it. What a moral! 
What a temperance lecture! 

Wick B. Parsons was a good printer, steady, 
intelligent and a pleasaut companion. He was a 


younger brother of Editor Parsons, and popular 
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with the boys and girls. He drifted to California 
in the fifties, and reports from him were that Wick 
met with business success in the Golden State, 

William Sparks was another typo of good mor- 
als. He went from here to Quitman and ptb- 
lished a paper there for many years. He made a 
lawyer out of himself and practiced successfully at 
the Quitman bar. He was a man of force and 
sledge-hammered himself to the front in whatever 
he undertook. 

Geo. M. Johnson served an apprenticeship, 
making a good printer. He figured largely in 
other newspaper enterprises to be mentioned in 
another plaee. He married the accomplished Miss 
Mattie R. Seaton, an attractive young woman. 
Both reside in this city. Mrs. Johnson is known 
for her good sense, business tact and her many 
Christian virtues. 

Here I have my hands full. Joe A. Kirgan, a 
noted newspaper man, (editor, printer and devil), 
filling all departments. ‘The man of emergency, 
equal to the lightning calculator in rapid successive 
movements. A stem-winder, a natural-born typo. 
Joe, it is said, has launched more newspaper enter- 
prises in Texas than any man in it. . He is well 
known to the older members of the craft and finds 
a soft spot in the bosom of uewspaper people. He 


is somewhat deaf of late years, but catches on to 
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passing events, noting them as they occur. He 
carries a pass on all the railroads in Texas, Lou- 
isiana aud Arkansas. He can ride a Pullman 
sleeper from Tyler to San Francisco (taking his 
meals regular), without a cent in pocket. Joe, in 
his younger days, would go out on a lark with the 
boys, but swore off the next day. He has re- 
formed; don’t do that way now. This way of 
doing he laid aside for a Christian one with more 
suited obligatians to a generous nature. Joe still 
runs a paper, enjoys life and bobs up at unex- 
pected places, always welcome as an ancient typo 
of pleasant memories covered with Age and Time. 
Kirgan is a man of fair ablility, schooled in hard 
lines and adverse conditions. His good qualities 
measure up to the size of an ordinary mule. The 
writer received tips from him in newspaper work 
when quite a boy. Joe will more than likely see 
the end of the 2zoth century. He is ‘‘built that 


way.” 
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Foster Perry, father of Clark D., J. W..and 
Wim. Perry was born in South Carolina in 1822. 
He was a brother of Gov. B. F. Perry, who was at 
one time governor ofSouthCarolina. Foster Perry 
married: Miss Elizabeth Davis. She was of a 
prominent family of the Palmetto State. 

Clark D. and J. W. Perry removed to Smith 
county in. 2854, William Perry one year Jater. 
The Perry brothers were prominent people and 
helped to make up a good citizenship. I will take 
each of the Perry brothers in order. 

The second year after Clark D. Perry became 
a citizen of Smith county he returned to South 


Carolina and married Miss Amanda Jones, a very 


accomplished young woman of that State, and 
returned immediately to Texas accompanied by 


his young bride. They had one child. Mrs. 
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Perry and child died the second year after this 
marriage. 

Clark D. Perry’s second marriage was with 
Miss Sallie Keudrick, a member of a prominent 
Smith county fanily. Whenua boy, I have seen 
this couple and regarded them the finest looking 
couple I had ever seen. They had born to them 
eight children—Frank, Judge, John, Lizzie, Kittie, 
Hattie, Fannie and Nellie. 

' Frank Perry married Miss Eliza Kemp. They 
have five children—four girls andone boy. Frank 
holds a good railroad position and he and his 
family reside at Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Judge Perry married Miss Anna Wilhamson. 
They had one child. Mrs. Perry and child are 
both dead. Judge is connected with the railway 
service, and resides in Tyler. 

John married Miss Emily Parker. They have 
three children—one boy and two girls. Johnis a 
farmer and doing well. 

Miss Lizzie Perry married John Norton. She 
died in about one year after her marriage. 

Miss Kittie Perry married Ed Walters, who 
died «seveal years ago. He was a number one 
man and citizen. They had two children, (both 
about grown), Miss Lizzie aud John. 

Miss Hattie Perry married Julius Williamson. 


They have three children, two boys and one girl. 
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Their residence is at Cleburne, Texas. 

Miss Fannie Perry married Clayton Hamilton. 
They had one child. Mother and child died the 
second year after their marriage. 

Miss Nellie Perry married Charlie Porter. 
They have three children—all girls. 

Clark D. Perry was a prominent citizen of 
Smith county up to his death, which occurred the 
29th of November, 1899, to the regret of all who 
knew him. His widow lives three miles east of 
Tyler. Heserved in Col. John C. Robertson's 
Texas regunent, making a good soldier as he had 
a citizen. He was a leading farmer as well as a 
leading citizen. Hewas buried by the Masonic 
lodge—he having been a member for a number of 
years. 

J. W. Perry married Miss Caladonia McBrave. 
They had one child. J. W. Perry was a gallant 
Confederate soldier, serving one year in the Third 
Texas regiment and was discharged at Corinth, 
Mississippi. Returning to South Carolina, he 
there joined a regiment from that state and did 
service in Virgimia. J. W. Perry is now living 
near this city with his adopted son, Charlie Perry, 
who married Miss Alice Miller. They have three 
children—two girls and one boy. Wilbur Perry 
has made a good citizen, devoting his life to that 


of a farmer. 
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William Perry, the third brother who lived in 
Smith county, married Miss Mary Lamance. They 
had one child ; all three aredead. William Perry 
served through the civil war in Company K, 3rd 
Texas Cavalry, Ross’ Texas Brigade, and saw 
much service. He lost a leg at the battle of Rome, 
Ga., in 1954, which wound was directly the cause 
of his death. 

The three Perry brothers came from an old 
South Carolina family, the ancestral family num- 
bering eleven children. The Perry’s were promi- 
nent people of the Palmetto State, and the three 
brothers—Clark, Wilbur and William, were ‘‘chips 
off the old block.’’ Proud of their native State, 
leading citizens, up-right, moral and _ honest, 
they were prominent in Smith county and their 
descendants are of proniinence in social and_ busi- 
ness life. She young men hold good positions and 
the girls have married well and their husbands 
occupy front seats in business. 

Ofthe three brothers, Clark is the only one hay- 
ing any living children. He and William are dead 
and Wilbur is now living. Each have played a 


good part in life. 
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Omen, in this county, is an inviting aud pleas- 
ant little town and an educational center. Omen 
High School has-won a good reputation in edu- 
cating and qualifying young men aud young 
women, fitting them for the great battle of life. 
So many educated young men—so many accom- 
plished young women have been educated there 
that it has reached a degree of excellence and 
training that few schools in East Texas have at- 
tained. 

But this is not the object of this chapter to say 
what Omen is now, but what Old Canton was in 
the early fifties. Her conditions now preseut more 
flowers and pretty things to write about, but no 
more devoted patriotism, more loyalty to con- 
Scieuce, or more sterling honesty than the early 


‘Settler of Canton community had. A few of the 
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landmarks of ‘ 


‘ye olden time’’ still remain. A 
few of her citizens that reach back the propor- 
tionate part of fifty years still linger with us to 
bless laudable efforts in the progress of a_ better 
and higher civilization. In some future chapter 
the writer may take up the old-timer of Old Can- 


ton—the New Omen 





and give a personal men- 
tion. They deserve it; they shall have it. A 
grand line of people 





early founders and builders 
that planned well for the present pleasant condt- 
tions, and the order of things. 

Let us go back to Old Canton when T. N. 
Gregory, Walker & Lively, D. B. Rankin, Wm. 
Middleton, D. Gillis, F. F. Doney, J. Center, 
Lindsey & Engledow, and M. Hitchens were in 
the business there... Drs. Fowler, Overton, 
Broughton, and Blaylock practiced medicine. H. 
& J. Floore, blacksmith’s; EK. A. Calhoun, C. S. 
Hodges and A. Eikins cabinet makers; Riley and 
Morton, carpenters. The hotel was kept by Ran- 
kin, T. W. Bell, H. Weatherby and R. Engle- 
dow. Others figured in business then but names 
not recalled. 

Shreveport was the market place. Cotton was 
hauled and sold and goods came as return freight. 
Lumber was carried to the prairies and exchanged 
for flour. The ox team was the transportation 
lines, and ‘‘Old Broad-hern’’—the Texas steer— 
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performed his part well in carrying the commerce 
of this new country. No railroads, no telegraph 
lines. Amn occasional steamboat up the Sabine 
river, but no very extensive traffic. Canton had 
mail twice-a-week, from Tyler running to Nacog- 
doches. ‘The mail was carried by the Douglas’ 
boys, Jim, John and Eli. A letter then cost ten 
cents and was willingly contributed on the receipt 
of one from the states. After leaving the Bonner 
and Stephenson settlement few houses were seen 
en the road to Tyler. 

Canton had preaching in those days of earnest 
gospel truth, and were attentive listeners. Most 
of the preaching was plain and practical, but some 
were educated men that caught the tints from the 
stars, the silver lining of life and wove it into 
boquets of religious beauty and thrilling eloquence, 
lifting the people to realms of momentary rapture 
and pleasure. Some of the early preachers who 
ministered then to the Canton people I can recall 
only afew names. Not all; I really regret the 
treachery off memory of Time as it passes and 
the fleeting years as they go by, making the 
fragments of early times hard to get together : 

Baptist—Milburn, Rose, Walker, Rasbury, 
Baggerly and Gilliam. 

Methodist—Fisher, Joshua and Henry Starr, 
Fields, Hamilton, Dennis and Daddy Ginn. 
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Cumberland Presbyterians—Jamies and Sammy 
Harris, and Broughton. 

Prmitive Baptist—Daniel. 

The first precinct officers I can get from the 
record are: B. B. Bonner and T. P. Davie, justices 
of the peace, and Bill Middleton, constable. Old 
Canton precinct, certainly, had other beat officers 
preceding these, but I have failed to get them. 

Arthur Adkins, was a resident of Old Canton 
when elected chief justice (county judge) of Smith 
county. Judge Adkins filled that office with credit 
tohimself and satisfaction to the people. He paid 
the last debt of life and passed over ‘‘to the shade 
of the trees.’’ Asan honest man he was invited 
‘‘up higher’’ by the Great Master. 

The early farmers were an intelligent citizen- 
ship. The following I remember now : 

Sol Lanham, Caleb Barron, H. D. Collier, I. 
H. Daniel and Frank Overton. There were the 
Crows, Meltons, Robertsons, Bradfords, Childress, 
Wilsous, Bonners, Stephensons, Mayfields, Coup- 
lands, Greens, Riddles, Broughtons, Paces, Hills, 
Woodalls, Masons, Hodges, Eatons, Jarvis, 
Holdens, Evans, Fliuns, Ruckers, Bryants, Cates, 
Garnetts, Weeks, Arnolds, Elkins, Perkins and 
McKays. Yes, there were James, White, Johnson, 
Lindsey, Smith and Applewhite. 


Lands were cheap and _ settlements were 
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rapidly made. Canton was the largest voting 
precinct outside of Tyler and received the consid- 
erate attention of the early candidate and politician. 
The ‘early bird caught the worm,’’ hence, Old 
Canton was worked early and late. Canton never 
lagged behind in anything; (being up to snuff) 
she worked matters and things, as shrewed people, 
in the interest of local candidates. Candidates 
left under a promise to see that “‘goods were de- 
livered’’ from other sections of the county. The 
old settler emigrated from the old States and had 
been schooled somewhat along the lines of practical 
politics, but on an honest plane. Nevertheless, 
Old Canton landed in a county office the man she 
eot behind. 

Lott, . Reaves, Adraine, . Parsons, Chilton, 
Hubbard, Warren, Davis, Rosenbaum, Selman, 
Lewter and other local speakers would stir up the 
people on local, state and national issues. Col. 
Ben Goodman and Rev. Joshua Starr made = rous- 
ing railroad speeches. 

It was a noble class of men that settled oid 
Cantor community that worked for the culmina- 
tion of a better day for those to follow them. 

A few tottering forms of the very early settler 
can now be seen here. Many of later years of the 
fifties with a steadier step. Soon the remaining 
ones will drop out of sight. The harvest will he 
gathered—the sheaves gathered together—the end 
will come, ‘‘step up higher.”’ 
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JOHN C. TARBUTTON AND 
| FAMILY. 


Crea. XXT. 


Iu writing upa part of the history of Smith 
county and her citizenship from 1846 to 1860, I 
have selected my own plan and have made it up on 
the line of reminisences of facts pertaining to his- 
tory and families as they existed before the war, 
between the states. For this I have no apologies 
to make or stop to listen to the charge of its being 
stale history to a few who think they are wise ac- 
cording to their own self conceit. 

But Smith county’s early citizenship is a mat- 
ter of just pride to our people whether this genera- 
tion approves it or not. The object of this book 
will be to cover most of the ground of Smith 
county’s early history, and the one object of the 
writer is to do the settler of ante-bellum times jus- 
tice along these lines, bringing the ancestral line 


up to the preset time, 
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In looking over the men who came to Smith 
county along early in the fifties, itis the writer’s 
pleasure to mention the name of Johu C. Tarbut- 
ton, a citizen of good standing in Smith county, 
who is respected for his rigid honesty and his ex- 
cellent morals. 

John C. Tarbutton is a native Tennesscean 
and the son. of James H.and Mary D. Tarbutton, 
aud was born in Henderson county, “Temnessee, 
December 22nd, 1833, the year noted for the great 
fall of meteors. His father died when Jolin C. was 
only seven years old and he was raised under the 
Christian care of his widowed mother. “These carly 
Impressions made on the young mind of John C. 
left a deep impression, as he has been a consistent 
member of the Baptist church for thirty-two years 

John C. Tarbutton moved to Smith county in 
November, 1854, and settled on a farm near the 


prosperous town of Troupe. He has devoted mest 


e y 
1 


of his life to that of farmer, and not until) he had 
the misfortune of losing an arm did he aspire to 
ofice. He has held the office of county treasurer 


? 


of Smith county with the same honest devotion to 
its duties as that of his good citizenship in private 
life. 

John C. Tarbutton is a bright Mason, a mem- 
ber ofthe K. of H.andan honorary member of the 


Mystic Cirele. He is a Christian gentleman, full 
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of the milk of human kindness that go to make up 
the pleasant part of this life. When the war be- 
tween the states broke out he enlisted as a_ private 
in Company C, Roberts’ Texas regiment. As a 
private and as a compliment to his good services as 
a soldier he came out of the war the First Lieuten- 
ant of his company. No man stands better in 
Smith county than John C.  Tarbutton, 
with an honorable record of over 45 years with not 
a single stain upon his character as a man, an off- 
cial or Christian. His life has been one of smooth- 
ness, with an intelligent view of the best side of 
life. A helper to Ins church, his neighborhood 
and her best educational advancement. Asan ev- 
idence of what his netghbors think of him, in the 
primary election he did not lose a single vote at 
his home box. ‘This is a part of the honest history 
he has made among his home people, and their 
unanimous endorsement of it. | 

In 1860, John C. Tarbutton was united in mar- 
riage to the accomplished Miss Mary Rucker who 
has shared his joys and sorrows in the meandering 
path of this life. They had born to them nine 
children—four boys and five girls—three of whom 
died in infancy. ; 

Lemuel H. married Miss Elizabeth Solomon; 
Theopolis S. marricd Miss Paralee Solomon; So- 


phia E. marricd J. J. Mock, (Mrs. Mock died 
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Sept. 1899). She wasa noble christian woman. 
John F. married Miss Emer Shaw; Mary . k. 
marricd Peter Schuc - Edward Oren is siugle. 

As to the, personal of the. fanuly of John.C. 
Tarbutton, they are among the leading people of 
the Smuth county, and especially in the community 
in which they reside. 

Lemuel H. and Theopolis S. Tarbutton have 
good positions with the I. & G. N. rathway  com- 
pany, and hold positions of trust. 

[Par Mock—son-in-law—is a good progressive 
business man of Troupe and has a host of fricnds 
who adnure him for his sterling worth as a good 
citizen. 

John F. Tarbutton is a leading fruit and truck 
farmer, moving along ina quict way» to the from 
in this line of industry. 

Peter Schuc—sou-in-law—holds a good posttien 
as a telegraph lincr, with the I]. & G. N. railway. 

Edward Oren ‘arbutton is a merchant. 1m 
Troupe and stands well as a young business man 
with an inviting ficld of usefulness in front of tui. 

The Tarbutton family is noted for honesty, 
intelligence and with a truthful method of de 
with their neighbors—and with an open-handed 
charity. Mr. and Mrs. John C. Tarbutton are 
worthy parents of an intelligent offspring. 


In penning these lines of the early settler and 
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the many virtues that cluster around the life and 
character of a hardy pioneer, I will offer no excuse 
at the hauds of a critical people, but a. stern 
rebuke to any of the younger generation who 
think they could have built wiser and better than 
their fathers did. If I write of the men and _ wo- 
men who laid the foundation for planting religious 
liberty in the wilds of the frontier, let us trace up 
the younger families and see the results of honest 
and careful training. The reputation of John C. 
Tarbutton stands the test for a consistent religious 
life, and honesty as a citizen and official. No 
man has passed a more quiet and peaceful life than 
John C. Tarbutton. His life shows up the sunny 


side, as we make itt. 
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FAGES: OReEHHSTORY AND 
TRADITION. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


A few reminisences of facts may be of sonie inter- 
rest to the reader. It is a matter of tradition that 
comes down from a past generation of people. 

The first house built inside the city linuts was 
built by John Loller, near the Grinnan house on 
North Broadway. In 1848 John M. Patterson 
bought the property from Loller and lived in the 
house for years. It was a log house with a shed 
room made out of boards. Patterson added some 
improvements. Not a vestage of the old house 1s 
standing now, 

In 1846, Col. John Dewberry built the first gin 
house in Smith county, only a mile or so from the 
present town of Bullard. 

Judge Thos. J. Hays was the frst county sur- 
veyor for Smith couuty. He was clected at the 


first election in 1846. 
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Judge Stephen Reaves, George Adams and Dr. 
James McBride are three of the oldest citizens in 
point of time living in Tyler at this writing. 
Judge Reaves settled in Tyler in 1847, George 
Adams in 1848, and Dr. McBride a few months 
later, in the same year. 

James Oneal, of Winona, and Col. Wm. J. 
Huggins, of Tindale, are among the earliest 
settlers in Smith county, now living. 

_ Hosea Ranisour and Janies Seagle brought the 
the first steam engine to Tyler. They built 
the first flour millin Tyler. It was owned by Ram- 
sour & Seagle, who made money early inthe 
fifties grinding Smith county wheat. 

Light steamboats plied the Sabine River befor 
the civil war six months in the year to Belzoria, 
twenty miles from Tyler. Thos. R. Swaun was in 
business there during the times of steainboating. 

steamboats could be made to navigate the river 
now with a small expenditure of money. 

H. V. Hamilton is the oldest newspaper man 
in Tyler, dating back to 1854. At this writing he 
writes a good editorial and can fill his usual place 
at the case. 

The first Methodist church organized in Tyler 
was in a blacksmith shopin 1847. It only enrolled 
seven names. Tyler has now three white churches 


and two colored churches of that denomination with 
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a membership of over one thousand. 

One branch of the Supreme Court of Texas 
was located in Tyler in 1850. This court was 
consolidated at Austin since the war. The Crim- 
inal Court of Appeals holds its session in Tyler at 
this time. This court was created since the civil 
war. The United States Federal Court was located 
in Tyler at an early day and remains with us as a 
fixture, Granville Lewis (with the recollection of 
‘nultimately’’) was one of the early clerks of the 
Federal court. John Fowler was his deputy. 

Ira Ellis built the first brick dwelling house in 
Tyler. It is an old Jandmark and stands with its 
moss-covered walls on North Broadway. It 1s a good 
home now. Its history dates back to 1851-2. Its 
hospital roof has been a friendly shelter to many 


people. 
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GOL.EVEREIDTT E.LOFRAND 
FAMILY. 


CAA Len SONY. 


Smith county made au early and favorable im- 
pression throughout the state aud took a leading 
part in the couucils of state. She occupied an ad- 
vanced position in the early construction of fram- 
ing wholesome laws aud wielded a good inflrence 
in shaping the early advantages that culminated 
in the greatness she now enjoys. A good citizen- 
ship makes a good community—an educated _peo- 
ple gives tone and influence, and brainy and _tal- 
ented men and women give a community posi- 
tion and contrelling influence abroad. Smith 
county was wonderfully blessed in this respect, in 
the early settlement of this immediate territory. 
She possessed within her borders men of broad 
statesmanship, and none carried about him a 
greater influence in the legislative halls of Texas 
than Col. Everett Ei. Lott. 
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Col. Everett E. Lott was born in the State of 
Mississippi on the 24th day of February, 1820. 
In 1840, he married Miss Mary E. Lott of the 
same state, a strong-minded woman of accomplish- 
ments and domestic habits, who died in Smith 
county 111852. %In1855 he again married Miss 
Auna Cook, a most intelligent lady, who resides 
in Louisville, Texas. 

Col. Lott’s career in Texas was a most remark- 
able and successful one. Having spent his boy- 
hood in the state of Mississippi: during the flush 
times of that great state, he was peculiarly suited 
for an early settler in the new Republic of Texas. 
Ii was in Kast Texas he began his political career, 
and occupied so many positions of honor and trust, 
a fact well worth the mention that he never sought 
an office he failed to get. He was a people’s man, 
aud possessed a personality that endeared him to 
all classes of people. 

In 1840, he moved to Texas and settled in Har- 
rison county. In 1842, he was elected to the 
Texas congress up to the year 1845. When first 
elected he did not arrive to the legal age to hold 
the office until just a few days before he was sworn 
in. He entered the Texas congress at a stormy 
and gloomy period of the Republic of Texas and 
teok an active part in the deliberations of that as- 


sembly of bold and able men, as the records of that 
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body will show. He represented the counties of 
Harrison, Upshur and Panola. 

It was in 1844 that the celebrated ‘‘Cherokee 
Land Bill’’ was passed, Col. Lott taking a leading 
_part in carrying cut that measure. It opened up 
a large territory that had been reserved for the 
Indians, the present boundary of Smith county 
lying in the very center of this fertile part of 
Texas. Inthis heated contest to open up this 
territory, Col. Lott was a leader in the great de- 
bates of that congress. In 1845 he moved to this 
Indian reservation; now the county of Smith. He 
was on the commission that laid out the county 
lines and that located the city of Tyler in 1846. 
He took a strong part in the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. 

Col. Lott was a farmer and greatly devoted to 
this independent and great calling but he was soon 
brought from retirement; he took his seat in the 
Second Texas legislature, comprising the old dis- 
trict of Nacogdoches ard remained a member of 
the lower and upper house, until he tendered his 
resignation in 1861 to accept a Lieutenant Colo- 
onel’s position in the Confederate army in Hub- 
bard’s regiment. 

Col. Lott was like John C. Calhoun—not a 
lawyer—but a statesman. He was the peer of 
Houston, Rusk, Henderson, Bowdon, Ochiltree, 
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Chilton, Hubbard and others on the stump—as a 
speaker he was forcible, fluent and captivating. 
In that early day the power of Col. Lott was felt 
and the attractive genius of the man was mag- 
netic. Raised under the thrilling eloquence of S. 
S. Prentiss, he embibed to some extent the sub- 
lime sentence of speech that characterized that 
great Mississippian. Col. Lott refused.to become 
a caudidate for governor, although his name had 
been prominently brought forward from different 
parts of the state. 

His domestic relations in the family circle were 
most happy, and the hospitality of his household 
was well known throughout the state. It was the 
old-time hospitality that made pleasant reflection 
to visitors, and the social features of the early set- 
tler was characterized by a friendly appparance of 
heartfelt pleasure. 

Col. Lott was of fine physique — over six foot 
talland staight as an arrow, with dark, piercing 
eyes. He made a good and favorable impression 
at-all times. — “A ready .debater. a fluent speaker, 
with captivating manner, he left his tmpress on the 
minds and hearts of all who heard him. He threw 
away the governors’ office, by declining the Dem- 
ocratic nomination in 1561, and went into the 
Confederate army, accepting the position of 
Lieutenant-Colonel to defend the rights of the 


* land of his birth. 
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On January 17th, 1864, at his home in Starrville, 
Texas, Col. Lott breathed his last, surrounded by 
his bereaved family and sympathizing friends. 

Col. Lott was a member of the Methodist 
church and died in the faith of that great denom- 
ination. He was a bright member of the Masonic 
order who paid the last brotherly tribute at his 
grave. Many resolutions of respect were made in 
public assembles and in lodge rocms of condolence 
at his death. No man ever had more friends in 
Smith county than Everett Lott. No man did 
more for his county than he did. It was through 
his influence the Supreme court was located at 
Tyler. While a public servant at Austin he was 
watchful of Smith county’s interest. 

A little incident of log-rolling about the location 
of the Supreme Court and the politician in Col. 
Lott when the interest of his people were at stake. 


Tyler and Rusk were the competing points for the 
location of a branch of this court, and Lott was on 
the lookout for a point to gain. Cherokee county 
was represented by an honest farmer who had a 
pet measure before the house of a local nature that 
called for his earnest solicitation. Lott understood 
the nature of his bill and framed oue on opposite 
lines and made the broad proposition, after reading 


his bill to Cherokee’s representative: “If you 
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will vote for my measure | am willing to give 
Rusk the branch of the Supreme Court.’’? ‘‘Hang 
the Supreme Court; Rusk has more courts now 
than she needs,’’ replied the granger member. 
The conference lasted for some time; Lott changed 
his mind about his own measure and pooled issues 
with the Cherokee member, making him a_ fast 
friend to Tyler, turning his back on lis own 
county town. Col. Lott, of course, won lis case, 
coming out several tengths ahead. 

Col. Lott had five children—Williain M., Mary 
E., Arthurda) Ehsha Fijyand John A, 

William M. Lott married Miss Pittman of 
Starrville, Texas, and had one child—Miss Blanch. 
He was an excellent man aud his wife a woman of 
noble traits of character. William has been dead 
a number of years. 

Miss Mary E. Lott married Jessie 5S. Butler 
at Starrville, Texas, (both are dead). They had 
three children—Jessie L., Fannie L. and Wilham 


(Sam) Everett. Jessie I. married Hon. Geo. W. 


Finger, late Commissioner of the General Land 


Office of Texas. Fannie L.. married L. C. Harrt- 
son, a prominent merchant of Pryor Creek, Indian 
Territory. William Everett, who is now the 
La hs . 
popular county clerk of Tarraut county, married 
Miss Erwin, of Mansfield, Texas. 
Arthur L. Lott married Miss Manning, of 
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Farmersville, Ia., and they have two children— 
John M. and Miss Willie. 

Elisha E. Lott died at Arlington, Texas, at the 
age of twenty-one years. He was a promising 
young man. 

John A. Lott married at Arlington, Texas, in 
1880, Miss Lucy Hollman, of Iuka, Miss. They 
have two children—Lucile Cleveland and Elisha 
Everett. 

These branches of the Lott family stand well in 
the communities in which they live, intellectually 
and socially, keeping abreast with the advance- 
ment of the age and are worthy of the ancestral 
tree of their brilliant father and grandfather. 

The family of John A. Lott reside in Tyler, 
and a short mention here would not be out of 
place. His father, Col. Lett, has a state reputation 
as legislator, orator, citizen and politician and the 
old-timer kindly remembers his knightly appearance 
and friendly manners. John A. is the popular 
county county clerk of Smith county and his many 
good qualities the people know and justly appre- 
ciate. Mrs. Lucy Lott is an educated accomplished 
woinan, with cultivation and popular Ianners, which 
gives home so many charms. Mr. and Mrs. Lott 
are both electioneers aud in acanvass in Smith 
county, both pulling together invariable sweep the 


field. Miss Lucile Cleveland is a pretty young 


_ ighcs ve ; Me Uh tale tr ae 4 to Dh: 
| Of) TE ARS hs cereT es 


msjoienn ae 
QitteMaoety a < 


jrerisages stond obs HiT 
ana eon ae ,o ea a 
estbliele ows oved » ni 
stor or 
rest deed orld) Je -earks enrd swolT jo a, 
| vert shouthw ai astihens ramos od 
faieradn gitteppaal ylistzo2 tte, se 
vidiaow «oe bis ous 5 oil to tase 
a) nenitlind thal jo 9 — e 
usol, to ylivant oT 
Orr ater toda. & basse 
) tonist ath sonlg ti 


eft} beer: abot (hoe Dut: H roanea UO, ‘Ole aotslaigal ea 
oof eta oags wfadegited end ere od itera bis ti [ romileb i) tia 
oq od zi A wilol: 21 DSH “i bersiat bas ‘vt 


mae a. 


yireett #16 Pits. 4 SOD tee te ‘ae af Ip. “eitrn09 no oye) 
: ee 


word sige ois esivilenp box ta ; 


1h 


ho.mb at $e. [. you el 3 aio ; 


oe 
— Patent stant TP GON? Pree inl n6Ts W (OReOUE 
elf bers ht 2 atk ertasts ceromor avi, 


ii it eaarritiio ® it he poorer tod 


tle? tt de hy m i F i 
eh quowe ohdabewes or pips | Oe 
= a pee x ai, Kg 


r= 


= * Bs is x, 
A tis fl edi - ming a 
i Ae baie ei Aseenh 


eae 
ie Lae . 
i ae CS 





girl as well as a charming one. She is now in the 
junior class in point of years; she is attractive and 
intelligent. Elisha Everett is the younger and 
making the household feel the connecting link by 
the usual pranks of the average boy. Both 
children are bright minded and have an inviting 
future in the cong, years... As, to, John A. Lott, 
everybody likes him for his sterling worth and 
moral integrity. He likes everybody and all like 
him. He is au accommodating man, and when he 
does a favor he impresses the conviction that it is 
freely done. _ I ,believe itis part of his nature, to 
help those who claim to need it. 

In the public meeting held in Tyler to adopt 
suitable resolutions on the death of Col. Lott, I 
notige the names.of Gov..O. \I. Roberts, Capt. 
R. 5, tage tame «Warner, Hon, B. ‘T. 
Selman and J. M. McFarland. 

The committee appointed to draft resolutions at 
his death foxpot. John’s: kedge No, 53, A. F..& A. 
MM, ess erie 7. \ioBride, Dr. J. di. 
McCorkle and L. A, Read. 

Col, Lott when a young man, (not- quite 21), 
was elected to the Congress of the Republic 
of Texas, being the youngest member of 
that great body of statesmen. He _ electrified 
the early pioneer by liis pleading eloquence and 
drew the rough settler to him by lus peculiar 
oratory. His magnetism was most wonderful. 
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Alexander Douglas was one of the early set- 
ters in’ “Tyler! He; with “his family; arrivéd im 
Tyler in January, 1848, the town then being less 
than two years old. He was a man of energy. 
He engaged in the purchase and sale of land and 
town lots and built and operated the first livery 
stable in Tyler, engaging in hotel keeping and 
carrying the United States mail and operating stage 
lines. His actual life terminated in less than five 
years after his settlement in Tyler. He left four 
sous and two daughters—James, Robert, John and 
Eli—all grew to manhood. James, John and Eli 
became early volunteers for the Confederate army, 
making a splendid record for soldierly qualities. 

Of the two daughters, Mary, the elder, married 
Col. EK. T. Broughton—being the mother of seven 


children. Hertwo dauehters married and have 
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young and promising families. The sons are 
Prentice Broughton, of _ Rusk, Texas; John 
Broughton, lawyer of Terrell, and James and Kd- 
ward of Tyler. Pinkney, the youngest boy, died 
before manhood. Col. Broughton died at Sherman, 
to which place he removed at the close of the war 
and engaged in the practice of law. 

James and John Douglas were prominent fae- 
tors in the building of Tyler after the war. John 
engaged in merchandise and real estate dealing 
and acquired a nice fortune as estimated in ‘Texas. 
He died in Tyler several years ago from injuries 
received while engaged with the fire company in 
fighting a fire. James P. was the oldest son of 
Alexander Douglas by his marriage with Margaret 
Cowsar. He commanded the celebrated battery 
known as Douglas’ Texas battery in the army of 
Tennessee during the civil war. He was twice 
elected to the Texas State Senate and was the 
originator of the Cotton Belt system of railroads. 
He was the first President of this enterprise and 
remained its chief brain-power until it had many 
niles of competent road and was firmly established 
as one of the great roads of the state. James P. 
Douglas never acquired large property, although 
he handled and controlled millions of other people’s 
money. In all his career as a soldier and a citizen 


he never allowed selfishness to influence his action 
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and this accounts for his influence with his fellow- 
man. 

The Douglas family sprang from the old Scotch 
fannily of that name. Alexander Douglas, the 
grandfather of James Douglas, came to America in 
1775. Hewas a soldier in Washington’s army 
and after the Revolutionary war settled in the 
Waxard district in South Carolina. He raised a 
large family whose descendants are dispersed in 
the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Ohio, Indiana, 
Kansas, Minnesota, California and Texas. 

Margaret Cowsar, the mother of the Tyler fam- 
ily, was of an old South Carolinian family. Her 
mother was a Nelson and they were descended 
from the Hood’s. The name Cowsar, was origi- 
nally pronounced Casant—and more remotely 11 
France it was Cousaut. This branch of the family 
were from the French Huguenots, who left France 
after the revocation of the Edict of Natz, which 
drove the French Presbyterians to Scotland and 
Ireland, who afterwards removed to Pennsylvania 
and later on, to the upper part of South Carolina 
and to North Carolina. 

The Douglas family is noted for their good citi- 
zeuship, and ranks among the best people in Smith 
county. Honest, intelligent and leaders in busi- 
ness, society and the church. The family isno te 
for liberal views—but staunch defenders of w 
they conceive to be right. 
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sitting grandly in a pleasant community, sur- 
rounded by a farming country is the village of 
Omen, Smith county, Texas, kuown before the 
change of its name to Omen, as Canton. Itisa 
progressive community of people at this writing, 
with the Omen High School, Christian churches, 
live merchants and rich farms surrounding It. 

Many years ago, before its name was changed, 
a very bloody tragedy took place at Canton that 
was characteristic of the many tragic scenes that 
occurred in the early settlements of the great 
Southwest. The trouble that grew to very large 
proportious out of a frivolous fisticuff between two 
youths led to a bloody tragedy which resulted in 
the death and wounding of several good and 
prominent men at that tine. It was some where 


in 1849, or early in 1850, that one Bob Pierce, a 
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man noted for his courage and desperate nerve in 
the many rencounters of life, was cultivating a 
small field in cotton, and that pea vines had run 
around among his cotton, and that a certain young 
man whose name is not now remembered was in 
the habit of pulling the pea vines to feed his horse, 
to which Bob Pierce objected, as the vines would 
waste his cotton. This young man still persisted 
in pulling the vines, against the protest of Bob 
Pierce, which led to a fight between Wood Pierce, 
a brother of Bob’s, and this young man. A 
warrant had been issued and was placed in the 
hands of Sheriff John N. McKinley to arrest 
Wood Pierce and the warrant executed by arresting 
him on the morning of the tragedy. It seems that 
Bob Pierce was the only person witnessing the 
fight between the boys and was needed as a witness 
before the justice court. 

On learning of his brother’s arrest, Bob Pierce 
mounted a horse with a gun in hand and rode 
rapidly into Canton and was followed by one Pete 
Crawford, who figured in the fight that ensued. 
Bob rode up to a log house in which the sheriff 
and guard had the prisoner, and alighting from his 
horse, demanded to see his brother. Pierce’s rep- 
utation for desperate courage was well known to 
the sheriff and posse, and, as Pierce attempted to 
enter the house, Holder, one of the guards, pre- 
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sented a double-barrelled shot gun and refused to 
let him enter the house. As quick as thought 
Bob Pierce threw up his gun and both fired about 
the samme time, Pierce receiving the full charge in 
his body and Holder received wounds in the breast 
aud shoulder, severely hurt. At the discharge of 
Holder’s gun, Pierce fell to the ground; with a 
desperate courage pulled up by a post and emptied 
his pistol in the door, killing John Patterson, an 
innocent looker-on, who was sitting in the court 
house waiting to see the trial. He was shot in 
the hips and soon expired. One man, whose 
naine is not known, received a ball in the mouth, 
is said to have acted quite a number of amusing 
antics, notwithstanding the serious termination 
of the fight. Pierce soon bled to death from the 
wounds received. While the shooting was going 
on, O'Neil, a prominent and good citizen and one 
of the guards, was shooting from the corner of a 
building on the opposite side of the street, when 
Pete Crawford rode upon the scene and killed 
O’Neil and then made his escape. 

Wood Pierce, the prisoner and brother of Bob, 
demanded that he go to the assistance of his brother, 
gathered tp an old broad-ax that was lying in the 
log house and fought his way to the front, wound- 
ing Sheriff McKinley quite seriously in the 


shoulder. During the fight a man by the name 
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of Moore was killed, but the particulars I have 
been unable to obtain, but learn he was a friend to 
the Pierces. The number killed on the Pierce 
side were: Bob Pierce and Moore. On the sheriffs 
side: O’Neil aud Patterson, Sheriff McKiuley 
and Holder and an unknown man, wounded in the 
mouth. 

Wild rumors uext day of the Pierce party 
(sixty strong) was reported advancing on 
the village to seek revenge, so the people of Canton 
prepared for the attack, but the matter was quietly 
settled and the killed of the previous day was 
buried. The prisoner, Wood Pierce, then a boy of 
seventeen years, was brought to Tyler and released 
on bail. The Pierces were a kind hearted people 
but when aroused to anger were generally reck- 
less and dangerous, Most of them had fine 
property and thrifty in the management of the 
affairs in life. The Pierces settled at an early 
day in the counties of Rusk, Smith and Cherokee, 
and participated largely in the thrilling scenes of 
the early settlements. 

This is an imperfect history of one of the most 
exciting and heart-rending tragedies that ever 
occurred in Smith county. It grew from the fist 
fight of two boys to the almost full magnitude of 
real war. Four men killed and three wounded in 


a street fight thata few mements deliberaticu 
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and cool thought could have been settled. Large 
parties of men had organized on both sides anda 
personal conflict seemed inevitable. Men were 
wrought to a white-heat and threats were made and 
received by each side. 

These kind of turbulent scenes have long since 
given away to the advancement of a better condi- 
tion of civilization. The bloody hatchet has long 
since been buried by the force of a better unity 
of sentiment and reasonable forbearance. 

This tragedy grew out of a smali affair (like 
most of tragedies) and saddened the hearts of 
many. Their lives sacrificed on the impulse of 
the moment. We have advanced since that day. 


Fifty years has brought about the change. 
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GEORGE ADAMS — AN OLD- 
TIMER. 


CHAP Yi NAVI. 


George Adams is a native of Scotland, born on 
May 24th, 1822. Emigrated to the United States 
in 1834, landing at Charleston, South Carolina, 
and settled in North Carolina, removed from that 
state to Alabaina. When the Mexican war was 
declared he enlisted asa private soldier, serving 
through the war with credit to himself and his 
adopted country. He was in the thickest of the 
fight that crowned the American arms with so 
much glory and success. 

After his discharge, he removed from Alabama 
to Texas and in February, 1848, (being a good 
blacksmith), he opened up a shopin Tyler, and by 
constant work and good management has laid up a 
reasonable competency, which he now enjoys in 
the evening of life. Mrs. Adams, a most excel- 


lent lady, died several years ago, hence, he makes 
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his home with one of his daughters, Mrs. Felix 
Thompson. Everybody knows Uncle George, and. 
his long and useful career here as a good citizen 
has endeared him to the people. Honesty has 
marked his course through life. Good citizenship 
controled the action of his life. He still enjoys 
life surrounded by his children and grandchildren. 
Mr. amdhdirs.. Adams have raised an intelligent 
family of children, all of whom rank high im the 
walks of life. 

Mr. Adams is 4 pronunent Mason and Odd 
Fellow, and he takes a deep interest in these noble 
orders. He has lived in Tyler fifty-two years and 
no man ever enjoyed more perfect confidence of all 
the people than he does. His reputation has never 
been marred by a singie blemish. True to himself 
and country. Every community needs just such 
men as Uncle George Adams. It is the kind of 
men that fill up the waste places in life that plants 
the thornless rose. A country is made noble and 
great by such a people. He is an excellent repre- 
resentative of that class of Scott’s that followed The 
Bruce in Scotland’s eventful struggle for liberty 
aud independence. 

Mr. Adams was a member of the first Board of 
Aldermen Tyler ever had. He was Alderman for 
a continuous number of terms, always watchful of 


Tyler’s interest. His counsel concerning the city’s 
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interest was based upon sound reason for the city’s 
good. He was here when Tyler was a struggling 
village, witnessing her splendid growth to a pretty 
little city. 

~ Now 1n his declining years, I hope the evening 
shadows of life may be serene with the beauties of 
the golden age, till the Master says: Step up 
higher. 
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EX-GOVERNOR RICHARD B. 
HUBBARD. 


Char DER CAITR. 


Hon. Richard B. Hubbard, Ex-Govornor of 
Texas, Chairman of the Democratic National Con- 
vention of 1884, and United States Minister to 
Japan, 1885 to 1889, is a citizen of Tyler. 

Goy. Hubbard is a native of Georgia; was born 
in Walton county, in that State, on the 31st of 
November, 1836. He was educated and graduated 
at Mercer University, Georgia, and received the 
degree of L. L. B. at the Law Department of the 
University of Virginia, and Harvard University of 
of Massachusetts. In 1853, he came to Texas and 
settled in Tyler and commenced the practice of 
law with the Hon. B. T. Selman, (afterwards 
State Senator from Simith county.) In 1856, he 
was elected one of the delegates to the National 
Democratic Convention of that year, at Cincinnati, 


Ohio, and voted for Franklin Pierce and last for 
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James Buchanan for President. On the inaugu- 
ration of President Buchanan, he was appointed 
United States District Attorney for the Western 
District of Texas; he served two years with 
distinction, and resigned to represent his county in 
the State legislature. In 1859, 1860 and 1861, 
was a member of the House, and when the unfor- 
tunate civil war commenced was commissioned 
Colonel of the 22nd Texas Infantry and served 
faithfully and gallantly up to the surrender. 

At the close of the war, he was forced to private 
life by the Disability Act of the Federal Congress. 
In 1872 he was elected elector from the State-at- 
large ou theGreely ticket: In 1874, he was 
elected president of the State Democratic Conven- 
tion and unanimousiy nominated for Lieutenant 
Governor on the ticket with Gov. Richard Coke ; 
was elected by 50,000 majority, served as ex-officio 
President of the Senate, and in 1876 becaine 
Governor of Texas and served until February, 
1879. During the time he was Governor, he 
delivered the Centenmial Oration for Texas at the 
World’s Centenial Fair, at Philadelphia, in 1876. 
The oration was translated into many languages 
and distributed by hundreds of thousands by the 
Stateand Railroad conipaines and Texans generally, 
and brought a vast stream of emigrants to Texas. 


In 1884, he was temporary chairman of the 
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National Democratic Convention, and was the 
earnest advocate of the nomination of Grover 
Cleveland and Thomas A. Hendricks. He cam- 
paigned by special request of Governor Hendricks 
and the National Democratic Committee, in In- 
diana and I!linois. He was appointed by President 
Cleveland Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Japan, where he served with 
distinction, great credit and honor to the country, 
and the administration from 1885 to 1SS8q9. 

Since Governor Hubbard’s return home, he has 
devoted himself to private pursuits, until the 
months of September and October, 1892, when, 
by the earnest request and invitation of the 
National Democratic Committee, and of the State 
Democratic Committees of Indiana, Hlinotes and 
Missouri, he canvassed these States for Cleveland 
and Stevenson. ‘The press at that time spoke « 
of his brilliant canvass, and the chairman of the 
State Democratic Committees of Indiana, Hlmo:s 
and Missouri, warmly congratulated Governor 
Hubbard, by letter, on his success in those States 
for the deinocracy. He received the heart: 
endorsement and congratulation, in writing, of th. 
National Comniittee, and of the Chairman, espe- 


pecially, of the Western division of the Nationa, 


Committee at Chicago, as well as earnest letters of 


congratulation from Gov. Matthews, of Indiana ; 
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Gov. Stone, of Missouri; Senators Voorhies and 
Turpie, of Indiana; Vice-President Stevenson, of 
Illinois, and others of prominence. 

On pages 449-50-51, of the volume of ‘‘Dis- 
tinguished American Lawyers and Statesmen,”’ 
is found a most interesting and graphic sketch of 
Governor Hubbard’s life and services, written by 
the Hon. Henry W. Scott, the author of the 
Kansas City Bar, that is a truthful statement of 
the eminent. services of Governor Hubbard as a 
distinguished American citizen. 

Governor Hubbard is a remarkably preserved 
‘man in physical health and mental vigor, and has 
had a long and distinguished career, and still has 


a bright future. 













oo 
2 





Re J 
: a ' ¥ | oat 
ae Cn] i 
. \ ies ; = © 
Pd le Rha m4 ane 


. geese ioe: et 
lo tbtoste aisiquag bas 2 
yd attinw ,esohvt9e peo » sib 
oft Yorrortnis old 098 MW ott 
lo drontotaie lottbaat 9 ei dnt Per: Se: 
& 8s = aad ligarse 

beviaaoig idiots ai dul 
wath. ae eel Ine iis 





v)) 








JASinPaDOUCLAS SOLDIER 
OoRIND CEL FIZE N? 


CHAPTER XX. 


James P. Dougias is a noted man in Smith 
county, in Texas and Confederate history. He 
is a native of Alabama, moving to Texas with his 
father’s faniily in 1848, and settled in Tyler, mak- 
ing this his home since that date, acitizen for fifty- 
two years of Tyler. His father, Alexander Douglas, 
died a few years after settling in Tyler, leaving 
the responsibility of caring for the widow and 
younger children, which young Douglas did with 
more satisfaction and success than usually results 
of a much older man. 

He received in the schools here a good educa- 
tion that fitted him for the grand and eventful Itfe 
he has lived. Young Douglas taught school, ran 
and managed mail routs, and at the same time 
found time to read law and was admitted to the bar. 


Hs edited the Tyler Reporter for several years and 
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that journal was noted for the vigor and force of 
its editorials on State and National questions. 

When the war between the States was declared 
he could not restrain the hot blood that coursed 
through his veins and left Tyler with fifty men, 
joining alike number at Dallas, Texas, that aiter- 
wards composed the famous Douglas’ Texas 
Battery. He was made the First Lieutenaut of 
the battery, but when the company reorganized 
within twelve months after its organization 
young Douglas was elected Captain. He and his 
gallant boys made the battery famous for merito- 
rious conduct in the Western army, at Murfesboro, 
Chichamauga, Richmond, Ky., and in the Georgia 
campaign. Inthe thickest of battle Capt. Douglas 
seemed to be at home, directing the different sec- 
tions of his artillery in its deadly conflict with the 
opposing forces. 

After the war Captain Douglas returned home, 
practiced law, edited the Tyler Reporter, and soon 
the people sent him to the State Senate. This 
was in the dark and gloomy days of reconstruction, 
but Senator Douglas, with a large Republican 
majority in both branches of the legislature, stood 
like a stone-wall, contested every inch of the 
ground in defence of the cause of the people whom 
he so ably represented. He was a leader on the 


democratic side in the Senate, and being as brave 
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as his ancestors of Scottish history, he made the 
opposition pay for the ground they made in de- 
stroying the defences erected by Senator Douglas 
in the political fighi for state supremacy. 

Retiring from the Senate he was the promoter 
of railroads and factory enterprises in Tyler, doing 
more effective work for Tyler than any one man 
mat. He was the advocate’ of home enterprises, 
and supplemented his work by putting his money 
into the enterprises) Tyler. owes a debt of 
gratitude (vet unpaid) to Maj. Douglas. <A loyal 
man to the people ; a soldier in time of trouble. 

Maj. Douglas is living a quiet life in Tyler, 
the same big-hearted man that characterizes his 
useful life. 
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COL. ROBERT KIRKPATRICK 
CASTON: 


ee 


CHAPTER: : XXXII, 





Col. Robert Kirkpatrick Gaston was born in 
the State of Tennessee, July 23rd, 1812, though 
he later moved to Alabama, where he remained 
till he was 29 years of age. 

His ancestors were Huguenots and fied from 
France to Ireland after Louis XIV revoked the 
Edict of Nantes. They remained in that country 
till the year 1872, when they came over to America, 
settling in North and South Carotina. 

In this country they were staunch Presbyte- 
rians. Col. Gaston lived up to the faith of his 
fathers, being at the time of his death a devout 
member of the Presbyterian church. 

In 1834 he married Miss Letitia Suddath. 
Her father belonged to an old family in Massa- 


chusetts. 
Col. Gaston moved to Anderson county, Texas, 
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in 1849, and to Mt. Sylvan, Smith county, in 
1860. 


He served several terms in the Legislature 
from Anderson county before the war, and 
later several terms from Smith county. 

Three of his sons—George, William and 
Robert served in the Confederate army. Of the 
three, only William, lived to return. 

Col. Gaston died 1n 1881, at the of sixty-nine 
years. His wife died two years later. 

Their surviving children are three sons— 
William and Robert Gaston, of Dallas; Mack 
Gaston, of Kaufman, and two daughters—Mrs. 
John T. Read, of Terrell, and Mrs. W. J. Good- 


man, of Tyler. 
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COL BRYAN MARSH AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


Col. Bryan Marsh isa native Alabamian and 
removed to Smith couuty in 1854. He was at 
College when his father, Bryan Marsh, Sr., died 
in Smith county, and immediately after his fath- 
er’s death he quit school, and returned to Texas 
and took charge of the plantation and business of 
his father. He managed the farm and business 
affairs of the farm with success, mastering the de- 
tails of farm life. 

Before the civil war, he made farming and gen- 
eral merchandizing a success, and was counted 
among Tyler’s best business men, 

When the civil war was announced, he enlisted 
as a private in Company C, 17th Texas. He was 
elected Captain and promoted to the position of 
Col. in Grandbury’s Texas brigade in the army of 


Tennessee. He spent several months in prison 
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before his exchange, as lie was captured with his 
commaud at Fort Donalson. He participated in 
all the cainpaigns of his brigade up to the time of 
the loss of his right arm in frout of Atlanta. As 
soon as he was able to do duty he returned te his 
command and remained with it until the surren- 
der. He had reached the position of Colonel from 
that of a private by gallant and meritorious con- 
duct, and was slated for a Brigadier Generalship 
that met the endorsement of his superior officers in 
rank, and the only reason that kept him 
from receiving the commission was the — 
termination of the war. 

At the surrender Col. Marsh returned home, 
merchandized a few years in Tyler, moved to 
Shreveport, Louisiana, and was a member of the 
firm of Jessup, Marsh & McKellar, doing an 
immense wholesale grocery trade. Retiring from 
the firm he removed to Tyler and was soon elected 
sheriff of Smith county, serving in that capacity 
for eighteen years, making one of the most 
popular officers Smith county ever had. 

A few years ago he was stricken with paralysis 
and from that cause has lost his speech. His 
health is improving at this writing, and it is the 
hope of his friends that he will recover his usual 
health. He resides on his beautiful homestead on 


“South Broadway, in Tyler, surrounded by the 
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comforts and conveniences of life. He has the at- 
teution of his devoted wife, son and daughters, 
making the surroundings as pleasant as can be 
made for an invalid. He is cheerful and is always 
glad when his friends call to see him. He is the 
same Bryan Marsh, 1n his ways and manners now, 
as he was in the prime of his manhood. His very 
intelligent family is one of the comforts that he 
enjoys, and being a big-hearted man, he enjoys the 
many coniforts offered him. 

As a citizen, soldier, business man, he has al- 
ways borne an excellent name, and has had the 
confidence of more than is usually allotted to but 
few meu. 

The writer has enjoyed his confidence aud 
friendship for nearly one-half of a century and can 
speak by the card, I have sounded him as citizen 
aud soldier and I believe I never knew a_ better 
man, and oue more true to what he promises than 
Col. Bryan Marsh. True to his friends, true to 


his country aud true to his Southern manhood. 
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COLsa BRYAN: MARSH; SR: 
rg Gey edad ac wep gb Bh 


CHAPTER <XA N11, 


Bryan Marsh, Sr., was a native of North Caro- 
lina and moved to Alabama at an early day. He 
was a large planter, a man of intelligence and a 
thorough-going, good citizen. Hewas the father 
of seven children—Martha, Darius, Bryan, Jr., 
Edmund, Isabella, Sallie and Peter. 

Martha married Frank Bell, and who was in 
the early fifties a prominent business man of Tyler. 
He died in Tyler in 1854. By this marriage they 
had two children, Bryan and Frank M. Bell, who 
are now prominent men in business circles of this 
city. Her second marriage was with Col. Tignal 
W. Jones, a prominent lawyer and citizen. ‘They 
had one child, Mary, who married Samuel H. Cox, 
a successful business man of Tyler. Mr. Cox is 


now the president of the Citizens’ National Bank 


-of this city. They have five children. 
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Darius Marsh was a citizen of Austin, Texas, 
and a young lawyer of great promise. At the 
commencement of the civil war he enlisted in the 
army; made a Lieutenant, and saw much active 
service with the Western Confederate Arny. He 
was killed in front of Atlanta, Ga., acting the gal- 
lant part of a Southern soldier. 

Bryan Marsh, Jr., married Miss Mittie Shuart, 
a pretty and accomplished young woman, the 
daughter of Col. Henry Shuart, a prominent farmer 
and citizen of Smith county. By this marriage 
they had one child—Henry B. Marsh, now one of 
the leading lawyers of Tyler; a prominent man in 
professional and business life, and the senior mem- 
ber of the law firm of Marsh, McIlwaine & Fitz- 
gerald. Henry Marsh married Miss Sarah Portis, 
an accomplished young lady of Alabama. They 
have three children. 

Col. Bryan Marsh’s second marriage was with 
Miss Lucy Portis, a  bright-minded, attractive 


woman, and the daughter of Col. E. M.. Portis, 
who ‘vas a large planter and leading man of the 
state of Alabama. They had two children—Mittie 
and Mary. Miss Miuittice is singleand lives with the 
fanuly in this city. She possesses the charms that 
make her very, very popular with all her acquaint- 
Rnces, Wiss Mary married I.” H. Crutcher, ‘fr., 
who is a member of the firm of I. H. Crutcher & 
Son, of this city. They have one child. 
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Isabella married Capt. David Y. Gaines, both 
died since the civil war. They raised three chil- 
dren and each is ,doing well in life. David. Y. 
Gaines, Jr., is a young lawyer of this city and one 
of the present Justices of the Peace of the Tyler 
precinct. —s 

Sallie married T. M. Love. They both died 
in this county some years ago. They had six 
children—Fannie, Hdward, ‘lignal, Rebecca, 
Marsh and Bell. Fannie married Allen Clenons— 
they have five children. Edward resides in Tyder. 
He is a popular and intelligent young man. He 
is single. Tignal is dead, Rebecca’ married 
Hugo Roberts, of Tyler. They have two chil- 
dren. Marsh is single and is a resident of Ala- 
bama. Miss Belle is single and is one of Tyler’s 
most attractive and intelligent young ladies. 

Peter married Miss Addie McClure, the daugh- 
ter of Col. McClure, a prominent farmer of Smith 
county... They have several children, and_ resides 
at Rhea, in Navarro county. He is a leading 
farmer. 

Col. Bryan Marsh, Sr., removed to Smith 
couuty, in 1854, and settled in-or near Mt. Carmel 
and opened up a large plantation. He only 
lived a short time after. he became a citizen of 
Smith county. He wasa great loss to the com- 


“munity im which he lived. 
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CA... hIGHAKD.B.. LONG 
AND FAMILY 


GCHAPIGR XXXIV. 


Capt. Richard B. Long was born in Bedford 
county, Tennessee, (now Marshall), county, De- 
cember 1st, 1817. He was the son of Benj. Long, 
who was a native of Kentucky, and emigrated to 
Tennessee at an early day. Col. Benj. Long was 
a soldier in the war of 1812, under Gen. Andrew 
Jackson, and distinguished himself for gallantry 
and soldierly conduct. Col. Benj. Long married 
Miss Mary Dickson, a daughter of James Dickson, 
a prominent family who moved from North Carolina 
to Tennessee. 

Capt. Richard B. Long married Miss Nancy J. 
Marbury, a daughter of Maj. L. W. Marbury, of 
Bedford county, Tennesse, January 30, 1840. 
Mrs. Long was a Christian woman of accomplish- 
ments who died iu Tyler, Texas, the 7th of August, 
1888, and her remains were buried in Tyler 
Cemetery. 
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APT. RICHARD B. LONG. 
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Capt. and Mrs. Long had born to them nine 
children—James B., Leonard, Mary Bell, Richard 
Brown, Jr., Sarah, Medicus A., John J., Sammie 
and Neppie. Jas. B., Leonard, Sammie and 
Neppie are dead. 

Captain Richard B. Long removed to Texas in 
1850; first to Nacogdoches county, where he re- 
mained five or six months, and in the fall of the 
same year he moved to Smith county, and settled 
in the Wm. Green neighborhood, six miles east of 
Tyler. He removed to Tyler and settled the old 
Dawson place, in Southeast Tyler in 1852. He 
was elected sheriff of Smith county im 1854, 
holding the office two years. He also held the 
office of district clerk for eight years, making ar 
efficient and popular officer, with satisfaction to the 


people and credit to himself. When the civil war 


broke out, he raised Company B, of the rith 


Texas Infantry, commanded by Col. Oran M. 
Roberts, (the Old Alcalde), afterwards the ‘Pay 
as-you-go’’ Governor of Texas. Capt. Long made 
an excellent officer and a good Confederate soldier. 
He was Postmaster of Tyler for four years during 
the administration of President Cleveland. He 
filled this position with fidelity and honesty, as he 
always filled every public trust given him through 
a continuous life of fifty years in Smith county. 


He has enjoyed the confidence of the people, al- 
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ways onthe advance lines of whatever benefitted 
his community. 

On the 22nd of June, 1889, he married the 
second time, Mrs. Aggie Butler, the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Wm. R. Langley. Mrs. Long is a 
woman of excellent and noble traits of character, 
and is pleasantly surrounded with the comforts of 
a good home. Capt. Long, while feeble from age, 
enjoys generally good health tor one who has hved 
so long. 

James B. Long, the eldest son, whena mere boy, 
enlisted in Douglas’ Texas Battery, and served 
gallantly through the civil war. He married the 
pretty and accomplished Miss Dora Shuford, one of 
the attractive daughters of Dr. Quincy A. Shuford. 
James moved to Louisiana soon after his marriage 
where he died in early manhood. He was a noble 
fellow—intelligent, genial and companionable. 
They had two children, (one died in infancy). 
Shuford Long lives a few miles in the country, a 
young farmer of promise. He married Miss Lola 
Story, one of the handsome daughters of James 
Story, a prominent and succesful farmer of Smith 


Turner, 





county. They have three children 
Ouiney and Lena, who live with their parents on 
the farm. 

Miss Mary Bell Long married Thomas P. Smith, 


who died at Marshall, Texas, January rath, 1go00. 
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He was one cf the finest preachers in the East 
Texas (Methodist) Conference and of a lovable 
Christian character. He was an earnest preacher 
of ability and power, and made a favorable im- 
press. along the lines of a Christian life. He was 
a forceful preacher, full of magnetism and modest 
Christian elegance that carried conviction and good 
results among his congregation. Hewasa favorite 
preacher among his fellows, and for manly virtues 
and a Christian geutleman, the people loved and 
admired him. Hus devoted wife shared the atten- 
dent hardships of an itinerant preacher’s life with 
Christian fortitude; assisting him in his noble 
work: Mrs. <Lhos,.«P..:Smtith|.resiies tm) lyler. 
They had no children of their own, but did an 
excellent part in ratsing several orphan children, 
giving them the advantages of a Christian home 
and a liberal education. Rev. Thos. P. Smith 
was a success in life; a manly man, doing a good 
work and has received the just reward promised to 
those who follow Christ. 

Richard Brown Long, Jr., is a resident citizen 
of Tyler, and a leading and popular business man. 
He married Miss Mattie Taylor, one of the accom- 
plished daughters of Josephus Taylor, a promtuent 
citizen of Tyler. Brown Long is a_big-hearted, 
generous business manu, who has great faith in 


+ Tyler and Smith ccunty. He has been for years 
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in the insurance business ; formerly a premineut 
merchant. His business qualifications are good, 
his moral habits excellent, and he is at this 
writing the popular Democratic nominee of Smith 
county primary for tax collector. He is a strict 
member of the Baptist church. Brown Long has 
many friends. He was Mayor of Tyler four 
years, voluntarily retiring, giving satifaction in 
his splendid management of municipal affairs. 
He is honest and popular. 

Miss Sarah,Long married Hon. John W. 
Robbins, the present State Treasurer of Texas, 
who is living at Austin. Their residence is at 
Vernon, Texas, in the Panhandle. John W. Rob- 
bins is an old Smith county boy and the people 
here rejoice at his official success. They had seven 
children, (two died in infancy). Those living 
are: Miss Johnnie Bell, an attractive young lady, 
Richard Brown, Leonard, Horace and Walter. 
All are with the family at Austin. 

Med A. Long married Miss Lillie Loftin, the 
accomplished daughter of Dr. O. Loftin, of this 
citv. Med is a progressive business man of fine 
qualifications, full of energy and stands well in 
the business world. He is to the front in raising 
fruit and a large shipper of fruits, berries and the 
products of the farm, making a success out of this 


line of industry that is assuming such large pro- 
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portions in Sniith county. He is a man of social 
habits and a very popular citizen. He has been an 
alderman in this city and works for the good of the 
people. He has the confidence of business people. 

Jchn J. Long married the aimable Miss Denta 
Browne, a sister of George and Sam Browne. 
Three children bless their household—Med, 
Richard and Francis, all of whom reside in this 
city. Johnis alsoa pushing business man, and 
has the confidence of the public. 

The Longs are of an old stock, dating back to 
the revolution, and this branch of the Long family 
is keeping up thesame high standard of excellence, 
intelligently, socially and morally. 

The father of this branch of the Long famuly 
is a grand old man, full of honors and years. 
A citizenship of fifty years, he has witnessed the 
change from a wilderness to the present state of 
civilization and greatness. The old log house has 
given away tothe modern building. Capt. Long 
helped to found her educational institutions and 
her civil structure. He has been a Mason sixty 
years, and is now a member of the Methodist 
church strongly attached to that faith. Huis first 


wife died a member of the same church. 
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DR. SAMUEL A. GOODMAN 
AND. FAMILY, 


CHAP DER XO . 


In this biography of early settlers we fail not 
to mention Dr. Samuel A. Goodman, who was 
born in Tennessee in October, 1805. 

Being now nearly ninety-five, he 1s undoubtedly 
the oldest living representative of the family. 

Dr. Goodman’s ancestors came to Virginia 
about the year 1700. 

On both sides he came of a Revolutionary fam- 
ily. On his -«nother’s side he is a grand nephew of 
Col. Williams who commanded the Americans at 


King’s Mountain. His grandfather, Benjamin 
Goodman, was massacred in line with his com-— 
rades by orders of the tory, bloody Bill Cunning- 
ham, while being held as prisoner of war. 

This occurred at Hayne’s Station, South Caro- 
lina, where a monument was afterwards erected in 
memory of those who fell. A lst of the soldiers 
was engraved thereon. 
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Dr. Goodman’s father, Claybourne, was one of 
the first who dared to make a home in the wilds of 
Tennessee. It was here that the subject of this 
sketch was born, though early in life, through the 
influence of his brother, Benjamin, he moved to 
South Carolina. Here, by close application, he re- 
ceived a good education. 

Finally, at the age of twenty-one, after having 
become a thorough graduate, he entered upon the 
practice of medicine. This profession he followed 
successfully, along with farming interests for thirty 
years. When twenty-four he married Miss Pamela 
Jefferies of Union county, South Carolina. They 
had three children. Their youngest, a daughter, 
died at the age of fourteen years. 

With the exception of one year’s stay in Miss- 
issippi, Dr. Goodman and family lived in South 
Carolina until 1857, when he gave up the practice 
of medicine and moved to Smith county in this 
State, where he took up farming ‘interests solely, 
and in it he was always successful. 

In 1874, he moved to Tyler to be near his twe 
children, Dr. W. J. Goodman and Samuel -\. 
Goodinan. 

His wife died during the summer of 1575. 
Last summer he lost his youngest son, Samuel -\. 
Goodman. 

At present his health is as good as could he 
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expected. It is not an unusual occurence to see 
this man of ninety-five years walking as far as 
town to cast his vote. By the way, his first vote 
was for Andrew Jackson for President. The latter 
was his father’s neighbor in Tennessee. 

During this life of nearly a century, so many 
things of moment have transpired; so many 
inventions have been made; so many great men 
have come and gone—even kingdoms have flour- 
ished and declined—that it would be small wonder 
if this old man, sometimes doubts, if this is the 
world as that on which his eyes first opened nearly 


one hundred years ago. 
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In 1854, Wm. Henry Parsons retired from 
the Telegraph and the owtiers sold the plant to C. 
L,. Collins, who came from San Augustine. Col- 
lins was a practical printer and changed the name 
of the paper to The Tyler Reporter. 

H. V. Hamilton, the oldest journalist in Tyler, 
came with Collins from San Augustine and worked 
with him. Ue has been a regular newspaper man 
in Tyler since 1854 and is still occupying the post- 


tion as editor and printer. Over 45 years in Tyler 


as a journalist of prominence he has made a history 


that connects itself with Tyler as a village, town 
and city. He is the father of Van, Mark and 
Hause Hamilton, all prominent in newspaper cir: 
cles. 

Collins ran the Tyler Reporter for about 12 
mouths and sold the plant to W. A. Hendricks, 


en elo ee 


, bo Gindin 
we i dad 


otk atthe?’ oul w 2rtif OD 
byoltomrg & est ok 


lyT t ofl’ ¢ a! =“ oul to. 


< “ ie ¥ d ft q 
rigurt Moy jaoblo ail? . OJ ite 


fut. onan gunk mae, sort eniileD daiw 9 
Lb iP ye 
Lr expaqareste “tals got B oud ead off .cnial ; 
<i ug, ath? Int LqgIT 920 (ize ah bing pest gone ale cd 


ibs ait 

4 ree. « ‘ 4 w f £ 2 ror a 

qohy dint emo 2p tv. Teg bere 20d Raed a : 
sna — be yy 8 28 

Y wrladdl e ‘shy st ean) oh "ptt Cet ron to sei ner he pat 


if decent eagyills i 2 an Tol ef dar Ww toed 2 ioauitor > 1 ahs 
beta ‘dyed al Yo wertel alt a oH Sele i 


thy “Tanpaxpanels vi swoaignang, He sins { ‘oat. 


a oe. 


se 


os snenhis vot bare het ate 


ae _ 
ae : 


J 


e pao abaaHt 





176 


who ran the Reporter for about one year when the 
material was transferred to B. T. Selanan and Jack 
Davis. 

W. A. Hendricks left soon after selling the 
plant and we have heard nothing of him. Hen- 
dricks was a foreigner, a good printer and a_prac- 
tical fellow. Hewas not much of a wriler but 
understood the newspaper lineup and was a good 
manager. He possessed many good traits of char- 
acter. 

Under the management of Selman and Davis, 
the Reporter prospered; strongly edited and wielded 
a big influence in East Texas politics. It was al- 
ways democratic in politics aud was the leading 
journal in this section of the state. Under this 
management, Stanley M. Warner becanie editor. 
Warner was a New Yorker, and a forcible writer. 
He was a man of education and a lawyer of good 
ability. In 1861, he enlisted as a Confederate sol- 
dier and made a good one. Warner left Tyler 
after the war and I have heard nothing from hin. 

In 1860, Jas. P. Douglas and H. V. Hamilton 
bought the plant and it was run in the name of W. 
F, Hamilton & Co. The Reporter, under this 
management, sustained its reputation for ability, 
for Douglas was a forcible, up-to-date writer. J. 
P. Douglas and W. F. Hamilton went early in the 
army, and H. V. Hamnulton kept the Reporter 


a, a0 | foAy 
ssid | 7 
a . ual oe wi on i rg 7 ‘ i 
: 0 ies ~~ cD kor pat. —— : 5 bt 
- hae TREY ato tito ae re yatie oH: - ad NB 


dont, bane aneci3e rT es io borraten | tage [nitode 


Me ee 
inks sive 
s* 


Sr) 


aa) 4 i 


mooe tal edorth WH a Ww ee 
ere a 
tino 3 ov oa ow bas ts lq 


7c 


2.8 (199 rignad & enw aaoith 
jor eaw oti ‘.wol fot soit y 
» oft hootetsbam a 

= 


oh 


a oli 


TIQARa I me 
. ‘1398 
MTIQ GI eM oft wba - yes 
ie sbytoqdor 21 troqast off” 4 
z) waa faaied ii somoulat pid 
‘ifeg ut ob vrxorash 2yB 
lo goliose enlt mi Inert 


iA: % pies USMS QSTRT 
dio! 4 bus iodo! wit 2 enw orn WW a 
raywal « bose norteosbe Yo Itatdt a enw os Beda 
beac) » ee basathne od 108 ul vei 
Hel roa = .ono. hoog a -ohrut Dita a9ik 


sciskeagom sgatieisor ii binael ‘eel i bres te u ot ta 
nova Fines Ay a a oH bere aif signoGl T aay BBY a 


SW Yo ountioue Bib th wee aw It sata rat 1? orl} gid 
wo yahogoA = sfT . 

ide rot smobieiqar ah) sade Peo, 

qilides tot moteinqer amt {BIes 

il . . ae 

i phen n oteb-ol-qu alii ou. cule cL 3 
- Be ‘ ere aa j 

oft ai ybiis tere sotfimnalt foal ie : 


at te 7 


‘aleeia ae Io ant eto hs 


™ 
ae Da} 


yee ey peer Tty ai : 
‘2 ba % ei ? Pee ea au 
ee 4 : aa hia | ue 7 7 i 
- I, eee as Das 





going during the war. These two gentlemen 
made splendid reputations; atthe end of the war 
Douglas was major of the artillery, and Hamultqn 
captain in the infantry service. They were young 
men of force and ability. 

This brings the Reporter up to the commence- 
nent of the war, a commanding journal for years 
to the exciting days of 1861, when the war excite- 
ment dethroned reason, and made this fair land a 
continued encampment. 

About 1856, Collins started another paper——the 
Intelligencer, I believe, that figured largely in 
the judicial election that year. Its life was short 
aud failed in the accomplishment of its purposes. 
The election, as usual in Smith county, was one 
full of excitement and interest. 

Along 1n 1859 another paper was thrust upon 
an unexpected, but soon, an appreciated public. 
Its editorials touched up society im a clever way, 
and in its frequent personal mentions no taffy was 
used. “The name of this little journal had a start- 
ling one—The Hornet—with an impressive motto: 
“Touch Me, and I'll Sting.’’ Its editor-in-chief, 


like the ‘‘sub-rosa’’? of a timid correspondent, 


claimed to be Benjamin Rismuswigglewrogyle, 
holding himself personally, individually and col- 
leetively responsible for its utterances and an- 


nounced The Hornet a free lance for public favor. 
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Irvin Cowsar and Matt Hays, two very small 
printer boys, were the publishers, and it was ac- 
cordingly announced in bold letters. The boys 
were too small to tackle, hence, a continuous in- 
quiry was made for the real writer, who had at 
least twenty good whippings laid up for him, caus- 
ing frequent private interviews with the publishers, 
under all circumstances, to hold their peace, as 
things began to look somewhat serious. The boys 
stood totheir word, refusing bribes, growing to 
manhood along the same lines—just to their man- 
hood and honor as gentlemen. 

‘“The Hornet’’ was a critic of advance ideas and 
progressive thought, dealing in matters and things 
as they really were; facts only with no tinted col- 
oring, until the by-word became very conimon. 
‘*What will the Hornet have to say about it?’’ 
It is unnecessary to say even at this day who the 
real editor was, because, a sting might last a long 
time. The Hornet had many contributors and the 
little paper stood a short life without a rival in its 
way. 

Wm. H. Smith and Geo. M. Johuson, in 1860, 
commeuced the publication of the States Rights 
Sentinel, its name indicating the policy of the pa- 
per. 

Wim. H. Smith was an educated young man of 
fine ability aud pleasing address, proud of his na- 
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tive state, the commonwealth of Georgia, and 
Southern to the manner born. He was a fine, 
forcible writer, using an elegant fluency that soon 
attracted public attention. Being a graduate of 
the Georgia Military Institute, his military educa- 
tion and training, when the war broke out, such 
young nen were in demand. Early in the war he 


was elected Captain of a Sinith county company 


and assigned to the 7th Texas Infantry. Had 


Billy Snuth lived, he would have made his mark 
in that struggle, but he was killed early in the 
war. At Raymond, or Baker’s Creek, Miss., 1n 
1862, he fell gallantly for the principle he knew to 
be right, in defense of the South and her right to 
regulate her own institutions. It was a bright 
light and a gallant young spirit that went out on 
that fatal day. 

Geo. M. Johnson enlisted in the 15th Texas 
Infantry, was made a Lieutenant and became ad- 
jutant of his regiment. He came through the was 
safely, and is now a good citizen of Tyler, quietly 
enjoying the mellow autumn of life. 

The Sentinel stispended the first year of the 
war. Before the war the Tyler papers published 
many articles from local contributors of decided 
merit. 

Along in these years the sparkling poems of 
Miss Mollie E. Moore, (now Mrs. Mollie EK. Moore 
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Davis), attracted attention and in the coming years” 
as the ‘‘Song Bird of Texas.’’ 

W. F. Hamilton possessed poetical talent and 
wrote an occasional verse that pleased the Muses, 
He was a natural orator and gifted. 

Wm. Fletcher Logan was another bright 
gifted young man. He possessed talent and gen- 
ins and was a Bard of elegance and graceful beauty. 

But before the writer closes, he desires to give 
reasons why he never became a poet. Having two 
sweethearts, at a tender age—one having sparkling, 
piercing black eyes, the other blue melting eyes, 
made a love-sick swain wish he had never been 
born. It would be a good and gallant thing to 
dedicate a poem to these pretty girls and startle 
the village with a new bound Bard. Impelled by 





the Muses the writer penned some verses—mailed 
them to the Reporter without disclosing the au- 
thor’s name. It fell into the hands of Jack Davis, 
who was on the bachelor line of life. Waiting for 
it to startle the town, in the next paper instead 
came a tart, crusty notice destroying the author’s 
hopes. <A severe criticism addressed to the ‘‘Un- 
known Bard,’’ with a line of poctry, that ‘‘weut 
without saying.’’? Suggestions were made about 
plow handles and other things. This is why the 


writer never became a poet. 
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REV, CALEB SMITH AND WIFE. 
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REV. CALEB H. SMITH AND 
FAMILY. 


Gin Lik os WL. 


Rev. Caleb Harris Smith was born in, Rock: 
ingham county, North Carolina, on the 14th day 
of September, 1824. His grandfather, William 
Smith, was a Revolutionary soldier, and his father 
William Smith, moved to Tennessee in 1843, and 
taught school in McNary county in that state. 

Rev. Caleb H. Smith, the subject..of, this 
sketch, moved to Tennessee with his father’s fam- 
ily and married Miss. Elizabeth Watkins, a 
daughter of Wm. Watkins. He moved to Texas 
in 1858, and settled in the Bascom neighborhood, 
in Smith county. He has been a_ successful 
farmer, and a minister of the Methodist church, of 
wonderftl success and prominence. 

Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Smith had eleven children 
—Hastletine, Artena, Alzada, Willham DBascom, 


Leniual Buchanan, Samuel Tullis, Caleb Davis, 
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Udora, <Altonia, Marvin Dennis and Martha 
Mathis, The latter died when quite young. 

Miss Hastletine married John Gage. She died 
afew years after her marriage. They had one 
child—Dora, whe married James M. Swinney. 
They have four living children. 

- Artena married David H. Murray and_ they 
have six living children. 

Miss Alzada married Ben A. Howard and they 
had four children. Mrs. Howard died several 
years ago. 

William Bascom married Miss Anna Harper, 
of Henderson county, Texas. They have four 
childrer. 

Lemuel Buchanan married Miss Presilla Ray, 
a datchter-of B. B. Ray, and by this marriage 
they had four children. Mrs. Smith has been 
dead several years. Huis second marriage was with 
Miss Alsia McGill, and they have two children. 
Samuel Tullis married Miss Frankie Bell, of 
Kilgore, Texas. They have four children and re- 
side in Fannin county. 

Caleb’ Davis married Miss Willie Caswell, a 
daughter of Thos. J. Caswell, and they have three 
children. 

Miss Udora married three times, her first mar- 
tiage was with Willie D. Perry; second marriage, 


Marshall Corsey; the third marriage, J. M. Swin- 
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ney. By these marriages she had six living 
children. She has been dead several years. 

Marvin Dennis Smith was a bright young 
man. He died several years ago. He graduated 
at Southwestern University and afterwards took a 
course at Hill’s Business College at Waco. At 
his death he was single. At one time he was book- 
keeper for the firm of J. B. Parker & Co., of Tyler. 

Altonia married John W. Steel and they have 
three children. 

Rey. Caleb H. Smith was licensed to preach in 
1872, and joined the Kast Texas Methodist Con- 
ference in 1875; has been a member of _ that 
body for twenty-six years, doing active work as a 
preacher. He has been on the following circuits: 
Athens, Garden Valley, Starrville, Lindale, Tyler, 
Whitehouse and Larissa, remaining mostly the 
four years allowed by the law of the church. He 
has built churches on every circuit, was never 
behind with his church collections, always making 
a good report 11 the increase of membership and 
finances. His protracted meetings have been 
marvels of success in his rekgious work. The 
people have confidence in his piety and religious 
interity. No wonder such good results follow the 
ministerial work of a saintly preacher, devoted to 
his high calling. 


His life has been one of constant toil to better 
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humanity. It was the cause of the Master that 
he pleaded with zeal and force. He has been a 
useful man in the walks of life; a successful man 
in the affairs of life by acquiring a competency 
and giving his children the best educational ad- 
vantages. He awaits the Great Reaper to gather 
up the sheaves that fall by the wayside battling in 
His cause. ‘‘Uncle Caleb’’ is ready to be called up 
higher. Itis the Master’s pleasure. 

Heis a good, logical preacher ‘‘filled with zealous 


’ A confiding honesty that throws a halo of 


works.’ 
glory around him as an honest mau, a devout 
minister, an earnest worker for the salvation of 
souls. He has scattered the good news, and 
through him, ‘‘many have returned to the fold:’’ 
It is the churches built, the increase in member- 
ship, the moral standing of his religious work, 
shows itself, the good he has done. His noble 
wife, the partner of his good life, in the golden 
age of declining years, is ready to join with her. 
husband in the final call. 

Rev. C. H. Smith served during the civil war 
as a private soldier. He was a loyal Confederate, 
standing by his home and people. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


Col. Thos. B. Erwin was born in 1782 and died 
in Tyler, Texas, in 1868, living to a good old age, 
beloved and honored for his good qualities of head 
and heart. He emigrated from the State of 
Alabama to Texas. He built the first (log) house 
in| Lafayette, Alabama, out of hickory logs, in 
honor of .Andrew Jackson, distinctly declaring lus 
polities by following the fortunes of the hero of 
New Orleans. He landed in Smith county im 1850, 
and settled on Rabbit Creek, and opened upa large 
plantation and commenced the cultivation of the 
virgin soil of Smith county, and made farming a 
complete success. Col. Erwin, at the age of 
twenty, was a soldier in the war of 1812, and after 
lis return home was made a colonel of imulitia, 
which position he held up to the time of his mov- 


me to Texas. He and Col. L. B. Snoddy (his 
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son-in-law) blazed the first road to Garden Valley, 
that is uow a public thoroughfare for travel. Col. 
Erwin scon settled in Tyler with his intelligent 
family, and built a handsonie residence, now 
standing on West Erwin street, which was known 
by all the old settlers as the most suberh residence 
at the time of its completion in the small village 
of Tyler. In keeping up with the spirit of im- 
provement, he erected two brick buildings on the 
South side of the square (Willis’s drug store), be- 
sides other 1provements in the town. 

Col. Erwin was highly esteemed for his sterling 
worth and financial abilities, as he was successful 
in allenterprises he undertook, thereby acenmu- 
lating a large fortune for this country, at the time 
of his deathy)-He was a_- large, tall,,robust man, 
well built, and the estimate placed on him from 
appearance, indicates the character of the man. 
He was full of energy and made the main business 
of his life farming, and in his favorite pursuit of 
agriculture, everything prospered around him. 
But he made other large investments with equal 
good results. Col. Erwin was a large slave owner, 
but it was a notable fact that he was humane 
aud kind to his slaves and they were well cared for 
in the way of good food and clothing. Even his 
manner and voice indicated the fact of his being 


a thorough business man, but he always had the 
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faculty of being a gentleman and made every one 
his friend. The writer well remembers the hos- 
pitality of Col. Erwin and his excellant wife at 
their pleasant home. Every guest was made to 
fee] at home under its roof. His domestic relations 
were of the most pleasant nature, and the old 
settler remembers well the many happy occasions 
of the gathering of the young people at the Erwin 
home. He was the friend of the struggling young 
man and always had an encouraging word tor the 
young boy or girl. Tyler’s prosperity was ad- 
vanced by his money being put in improvements 
and the town grew wonderfully, assuming a_busi- 
ness center. Que of the principal streets of the 
city bears his honored name that he helped so 
niuch to beautify. 

Col. Erwin bore an honorble name through life, 
aud at his death many regrets and pangs were felt 
among the people, sympatizing deeply with his 
bereaved family. It .was, his. constant. aim to 
educate his children and start them out in Ife. 


Gus Erwin married Miss Hudson, and they had 
several children. Gus was a leading merchant in 
Tyler in the early fifties. All of the family are 
dead. 

Captain John MM. Jessup married Mary and 
ney stave several: children. Capt. and Mrs. 
Jessup are both dead. 

Thomas G. Erwin married Miss Arthur, and 
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they had two children. Tom and his wife are 
dead. Tom was a good business man. 

Clay Erwin married Miss Sallie McDaniel. 
Clay is dead and .the dannly reside in this city. 
Several children are grown and married. 

Frank Erwin married Miss Laura “Noskins, of 
Kentucky, and the family reside in this city, hav- 
ing two daughters. Frank is the only member of 
Col} Erwin’s fanifiylixime, 

Henry Bullard married Haima, and they had 
several) childrens Mrs. “Bullard -ts- dead) Mr. 
Bullard is a business man of Bullard, Texas. 

Hat C. MeFarland married Rissa and “had sev- 
Sra fohiidren.: NieeNicFarlaindl “is deadly Mr. 
McFarland resides a few miles west of Tyler. and 
is a good farmer. 

I have spent many happy hours at the Erwin 
homestead. It was the old Sonthern style of 
hospitality, aud gay throngs of happy youug people 
were” Tide “to “enjoy hie: Tt was a handsome 


faunly; a noble family ; a Southern family. 
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Among those who have long been identified 
with tieycity;;of Tyler, .we.-mention.. Dry, W., J. 
Goodinan. He was born and reared in) Union 
county, South Carolina. He completed his liter- 
ary education 10 South Carolina College. He 
then conimenced the study of medicine in the of- 
fice of his father, Dr. S. A. Goodman. He attended 
two full courses of lectures in Charleston Medical 
College and graduated there, and went immediately 
to New York City, where he took a full post grad- 
uate course of lectures in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, also attending clinical lectures im 
Bellevue Hospital. 

In a few months after rcturning to South Car- 
olina, he moved to Tyler, Texas, and commenced 
the practice of his profession. Soon the civil war 


~ commenced. He very soon entered the Confeder- 
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ate army, and received the appointinent of Assist- 
ant Surgeon of the 13th Texas Volunteer Infantry; 
in a few months was commissioned surgeon of said 
regiment; later, was brigade surgeon of Luckett’s 
Brigade, and afterwards served as division surgeon 
of General Slaughter’s Division. After the war 
closed, he returned to Tyler and resunied the prac- 
tice of medicine. 

He married Miss Gaston, the daughter of Col. 
R. K. Gaston. Dr. Goodman continued the 
practice of medicine in Tyler until 1887, when he 
retired from the practice, and has since then de- 
voted his time to his other interests. During all 
the years of his residence in Tyler he has ever 
been amtong the foremost of its citizeus in aiding, 
both with his energy and means, every enterprise 
that would redound to the interest of Tyler and its 
citizens. 

o.4. as0namen. jr., and son of Dr. S. A. 
Goodman, and brother of Dr. Wm. J. Goodman, 
was born in Union county, South Carolina. Com- 
pleted his education in South Carolina College. 

In 1857, he moved with his father to Smith 
county, Texas, and commenced the study of law, 
and was licensed to practice in the different courts. 
He was always a man of very delicate constitution 
and ill health caused him to abandon his cherished 


hope of being able to pursue the profession of law, 
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he decided to devote himself to farming interests. 

When the civil war began, he entered the Con- 
federate army, enlisting in Company kK, 3rd Texas 
Cavalry, Capt. Sid 5. Johnson’s old company, and 
participated in the battle of Oak Hills, Missouri, 
and for some time served in this conipany ; but 
shortly after the battle of Oak Hills, he was, on 
account of centinuous ill health, honorably dis- 
charged from the army. He returned home and 
after a few months recuperation, again entered the 
service. enlisting in the 7th Texas Infantry. 
He was able to serve only a few months when he 
was again discharged on account of il] health, and 
was not again able to enter the army. Later, he 
married Miss Kate Vinson, of Rusk county, Texas. 

After the war closed until the timeof his death, 
which occurred August the 19th, 1899, he dovoted 
his time to farming and made it a success. He 
was a warm hearted, genial, honest man and ever 


ready to do lis part in any business, or charitable 
enterprise. 
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Win. S. Walker died in Tyler a few years after 
the war. He was an early settler, coming here in 
the forties. He was with Tyler in her early 
struggles and played a conspicuous part as a good 
citizen, an honest man, who helped the interests of 
Tyler and Smith county. He was one of these 
intelligent, considerate men who made au impress 
on the times in which he lived. It was just such 
men as Uncle Billie Walker that makes a country 
and an intelligent people and a good citizenship. 
Mis wife, a grand old Christian woman, is kindly 
remembered by the early settler. Grandma Walker 
was one of these old ladies that lent a charm of 
pleasure by her presence. There was a charm 
of heavenly sweetnesss about her face and manner. 
These old people were devout members of the 


Baptist church aud worshipped the God of their 
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fathers with sincere piety. They sleep in Tyler 
Cemetery, and their many good deeds have been 
left behind them as a heritage to their descen- 
dauts and a blesssug to those who remember and 
heed them. 

Wm. S. Waiker was county treasurer at an 
early day in Smith county. As an official he was 
honest and correct. Other positions of honor and 
trust he filled with that same fidelity that marked 
the course of his useful life. 

He raised a large family of children who do 
and have occupied high positions in social and 
business life. He was the honored father of Mrs. 
Stephen Reaves, M. D. Walker, W. D. Walker 
aud "By L. Walker.” M> D.and= By lL. Walker are 
the only names mentioned that areliving, W.D. 
Walker lives with his son, EH. L. Walker, a prom- 
inent lawyer of Terrell, Texas. B. LL. Walker is 
a prominent farmer of Smith county. 

The Walkers are noted for their intelligence, 


honesty and good citizeuship.. 
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A FIGHT BEI WEEN GOUC- 
LAS AND ALEXANDER. 


CTEAP TERY ALT. 


Alexander Douglas was a preacher of standing 
in the Methodist Episcopal church and an active, 
energetic man, who relied upon his own efforts for 
a support. His ministerial position was a trying 
ordeal in those early days, but he possessed great 
force of character. In dealing with the _ bold, 
rough men of early times in Smith county, he 
sometimes laid aside his Methodism long enough 
to vindicate his rights in conformity with the cus- 
toms of the country. 

Captain W..R. Pierce, now of Lindale, and a 
worthy and popular farmer, and another 
old citizen of the county, tells a story illustrative 
of his character. Imsome way Douglas had given 
offense to C. C. Alexander, one of the first settlers 
of Tyler and also the first district clerk of Smuth 
county. Alexander occasionally indulged in his 
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cups, and was on this cecasion on a ‘thigh lone- 
some.’? Hewas very abusive of Douglas in a 
crowd, with the usual compliments of profanity. 
Pierce, then a boy of eighteen years old, wasa warm, 
personal friend of Douglas, having formed an at- 
tachinent for him in Alabama. Pierce was not 
willing to have his friend so roundly abused with- 
out some form of redress. He walked over to 
Douglas’ residence to tell him of Alexander’s con- 
duct, and on entering found the preacher: quictly 
reading the Bible and preparing a sermon for the 
next Sufday’s services. He hesitated at first to 
inention the matter under the circumstances, but 
finally opened the subject and told Tenge! that 
Alexander had said many hard things about him, 
and that, as an old Alabama friend, he was much 
hurt about it. Douglas put away his Bible and 
papers and walked with Pierce up to the court 
house square, mecting Alexander on the east side 
in an open space of ground, and demanded an un- 
qualified retraction. Everybody was on the qui 
vive, and when the’ men met quite a crowd gath- 
ered rapidly. The retraction was refused by Al- 
exander. They were both powerful men in 
strength and form, and in the prime of matured 
manhood. Douglas had received good traning 
when a youngman. The ball opencd inastraight, 


.shoulder-hitting style, and the fur flew. Both 












A Q reo : a ae one 
a s 10 oiand20 al si 
anfion nt lo svtands Pare 


* 


ytien Song to ateronieiles 09 tenth gs ti w bu 


















aches 







| pen inane \blo eins toot gia to fd & orld 97 
: : - « : ’ t yen 
vin 6 | ae F fora Hy GH easly QT | Ye burs 1 oi Ineror sie 72 


>, r F 
6 ie fee ep’ earrelT .saeandal dé, . a1 thal aot insindtont 

} ' . 2 ‘yy Dd * 
uy dttw hoettils sibmnot o brrortt att erin ol getiltiw 

| _—* ' ‘ -, 
la og) tore hbedinw oft .e@yroet FO error oiftoe ty, . 
m, to) 2 rabitnvolh Yo ert iod of oot rbteot ‘ankgnod 
Bi : i 8 | f ‘ y j . ' | * > ‘ 
ap ee wit ctotoronp ‘oft bid girders mo bir ere 


7 f - * - ) ee { 
fe. “orls ae) tomo gf VHTIAMIG DHE omic Of ty giibsot 7 
: ’ . = a A 
: = : ° - on ° Y ¥ ° y : 
Py of deol in botaleen 51 ~~ .20017es abe nue, 33 


{ 
7 ad 




















: 
a ie 2 


ee ; writ entototl Riel Darn ''T3 rissa ony Battago Zh 
; | red rite! een) bas dq iene Dirnn bed ~obmaxdl 
- bouts cn ot 7 cortal /. BO wat 2s tals ae. 
Ki ni | bers “gtd aryl SWS iT “ws fyrya(L a 110d s Bid 


: yimes afl of qu gover Laie bodlsn Dire 2 pre vq. 
net ghia Sene sity to obiscHA goidogiie , srnuipa' pastor. 
ne -ni wn bobasmob has ,bonorg io. 2A? 19GO in ei 
| rity apt} Tt vs iy thet prea heer ap 


1 LQ hyena ® stinp | ort cron §=6nd modu bos 2# ar 
[A yd heenict 2znaw nottanin fT -Toiqs 19. 
| nite rent toc! tow ‘pout : Gis eet 
ITH TO ait a on tri ie AT. baat tina 13 
wrrtidtietd Doe frien sy Ladd vatguotl 


_, tutntta £0 borage “ie ot iv 7 ae it 


fio wan wil 3 ¢ bite alia yD 


pt fu" + 


YS ORNs 


Apes 





196 


men seemed to be at home in this arena. The ex- 
citement was great, and Pierce, only a boy then, 
drew a bowie knife and kept the crowd from part- 
ing the combatants until the test of manhood of 
the two was fully tested. After a few rounds it 
was evident that the parson was gaining ground on 
his powerful adversary. He held him firmly by 
the collar, and, by rapid blows, forced him under 
the rules to call for quarters. Douglas put on his 
coat and remarked that he would now walk over 
home and rest himself. Alexander remarked that 
he would not have eared if he had stayed at home 
and not come at all. The crowd laughed, in which 
the two belligerents joined heartily, and shook 
hands and parted friendly. This made them 
strong, personal friends ever afterwards. 

Later on an incident connected with Douglas 
and an uncle of Capt. Riley Pierce is worthy of 
mention. A fnend of the Pierces had been ar- 
rested by Sheriff John M. MeKinley, the arrest 
growing out of a personal difficulty so common in 
those days. A bloody battle had been fought be- 
tween the sheriff's party and some friends of the 
Pierces at Old Canton, now Omen, in which three 
or fourmen were killed and several wounded. The 
sheriff's party had triumphed. They brought the 
prisoner to Tyler and placed him in jail. This 


uufortuuate contest had grown out of a personal 
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feud and neighborhood war between the Pierce 
party and other parties in Rusk county, and had 
almost assumed the magnitude of war. On the 
morning of the prisoner's incarceration, couriers 
from Old Canton reported a large rescuing party 
on the march from Rusk county. The sheriff 
summoned all the available men at hand to guard 
the jail. The excitement was intense, and the 
bloody fight of the day before, the many rumors of 
a large party of thirty or more men, well armed 
and desperate, expected to dash in every moment, 
put the ordinary citizens military courage to the 
test. 

About 8 o’clock in the morning, wliule the 
party were scattered, many of them being at break- 
fast... Will Hamilton, who had been dispatched 
down the Henderson road a iiile or so, rode in 
under whip and spur and reported the rescuers 
only 300 yards behind him. A scene of conster- 


nation and panic ensued. Douglas was one of the 
guards aud an oM Alabama friend of the Pilerces. 


Armed with a double-barrel shot-gun he reached 


the jail alone, just as Joe Pierce and two others 
dashed ip to the jail and hailed. the prisoner. 
Douglas spoke quietly to Pierce and asked the ob- 
ject of his mission, whether peaceable or warlike. 
Pierce replied: ‘‘I come for mv friend and I must 


“have him.’’? Douglas replied: ‘‘Se long as you 
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keep within the limits of the law you can rely on 
your old-tiine friend, but [am here to guard the 
jail.” Pierce reptied that he would try the lawful 
means first, but would make to promise if bail was 
refused him. With this parley, Douglas aud 
Pierce repaired to the court house and a_prelimi- 
nary examiiation resulted in the justice granting 
bail. The Pierces were in good financial cireum- 
stances and could give any reasonable amount of 
bail. | 

At the time of the arrival of Hanulton report- 
ing the rescuing party only 300 yards away, the 
sheriff’s posse had their guns stacked in a small 
wooden blacksmith shop, which stood on the 
ground where the store house of Brown & MecFar- 
land now stands. The door was locked at the 
time and the men were nearly all without arms. 
Ifthe party had attempted force, the resistance 
would have been very poor from the  sheriff’s 
crowd. This was an evidence of Douglas’ nerve 
and coolness in cases of danger. 

After the prisoner was released Joe Pierce 
mounted a stump on the east side of the square 
and spoke with face ashen with rage and features 
displaying every elenent of desperate courage, if 
they had any desire to take vengeance out of the 
Pierces to sail in 


; that there were only fovr ‘of 
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them against forty, but they were ready for battle. 


pr na 7 bid, 

ran ve : 

i Jes , f ’ Ml age et AC a. ' 
neo moy wel ori to clint of ily ‘ahiNe r 49% 

iy pro t e = ei 4 (or 

ee Energy of stork tr 1 ject PMT :H-blo: 


i 
‘ 


foto old sails heilqot ania “a tint’ oa | 
; ; \ Yates - 


po" hey ore" a a8 is a 
“tt boawtet 
. cons Saat a 
uoliestt HIRXS vise i, 
lied v ag 
s 2s9nKi2 . > 
find af ay; 
to oasrtd otis 3 4 p 
F yino yTing Be nimsoaot oslt Ca : 
je euirg tis? bel geeoq 2° Bins 


» Ba 


loo sloidw ,qode dzharetagie amaboo 


yon stole oat srothw poem 


peti 5 


me abun Wor bral 


> 
6 


sou Woe di bers oct! ” 
hostinstis: bel yting of AT" ne 
noe ood oval Bluow * Sina 
lo soiobive ie aaw w att bigs 
ssaerb to esend Hl zeontlooo B 
enw Toor SH woiA” 
jan ab (To qetaas f: eee 42 : 
1 bus ager dite mos dan sont sltiw. saloge | ba 
_ agent 02 4 f to im routtof cao gay alge 1° wedi 
ods to dno, 9onnoRtroy ond of stizab tt 
tHe) yiao + wee kL oroilt ee ; 
N wal NOS SI allt wd yir0t ? 


Pece fa 
nih Saeed 


A 
ae Dae 





199 


The sheriff’s party remained quiet and the other 
party becamie more pacific. One turbulent charac- 
ter at this time might easily have precipitated a 
bloody tragedy. 
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THOMAS J. HAYES AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAPTER’ XE, 


The subject of this sketch was born in South 
Carolina, June 11, 1798; removed to Georgia with 
his father, George Hays, when a youth, where he 
grew to manhood. He married and moved to Ala- 
bama in 1839, emigrated to the republic of Texas 
in 1840 and settled in the county of Nacogdoches, 
near where the town of Chereno now is, where he 
remained until the fall of 1843, when he located 
his headright certificate about seven miles south- 
east from the present city of Tyler and settled on 
same in January, 1844, having been appointed a 
deputy under the district surveyor at Nacogdoches 
and assigned to the territory lying south of about 
the present line lying between Smith and Cherokee 
counties and surveying south tothe San Antonio 
road, or ‘‘King’s Highway,’’ and boundedeast and 
west by Angelina and Neches rivers respectively. 

He continued surveying, as deputy, until the 
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summier of 1846, when Smith county was organ- 
ized, at which time he was elected county surveyor, 
which office he held several times. In 1850, he 
settled at Tyler, where he resided until the winter 
of 1857, during which tinie he was elected to the 
office of county chief iustice for two terms. i 
then moved to Jack county, near Jacksboro, and 
located some land certificates and went into the 
stock business, but was broken up by the Indiaus, 
who made raids in that portion of the county, 
stealing horses and cattle, and cccasionally killing 
the whites. His wife died in 1862, and in 1570 
he returned to Tyler to live with his son, Col. 
. Frank H. Hays. He died in 1875, and was buried 
in Tyler cemetery with Masonic honors. During 
his residence in Georgia he held the office of tax 
collector and surveyed a district in the Cherokec 
purchase in that state. At the organization of 
Smith county his oldest son, T. Jeff Hays, was 
elected county clerk, which office he held to the 
time of hisdeath in 1857. Judge Hays was known 
for honesty and good sense and lived to see his 
children educated and occupying positions of honor 
and trust. He was the father of Col. ¥. M. Hays, 
of Troupe, and of Dr. J. M. Hays, a prominent 
physician of San Antonio, Texas. Judge Hays 
was greatly respected by all who knew ln, 
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James P. Crumpler was born in South Hamp- 
ton county, Virginia, on the 7th of January, 1So9, 
and moved to Coosy county, Alabama, and re- 
moved to Texas and settled in Smith county in 
April, 1847, and resided in Snuth county, with the 
exception of a few years, to his death. He was 
noted for his honesty in his daily transactions and 
bore an honorable name, that he justly won by his 
upright course 1 life. 

Mr. Crumpler has passed his three score and 
ten years, that redounds greatly to his eredit. 


While he always took a deep interest in public af- 





fairs he never sought or held an offiee—was never 
a party to any suit in court or was ever required to 
testify as a witness in any case. He lived to an 
honored old age and died about six miles south of 


Tyler, with tio bad reflections or comments on his 
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past life. He raised a good sized family and lived 
to see them honorably and comfortably situated in 
life. He is the proud father of John Crumpler, of 
Pleasant Hill, and Sam Crumpler, of Omen, im 
this county, who are prominent and good farmers 
of their respective neighborhoods. Mr. Crumpler 
came to Sinith county when very few people were 
in its boundary, and lived to see Tyler grow to 


quite a little city. 
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Clg Laks Seek Ne 


Join T. Davis wis born in Jackson county, 
Georgia, April 25th, r8or1, and moved to Smith 
county in 1852, first settliiig on the Seven Leagues 
in this county and opened upa farm. He soon 
moved one mile South of Tyler, where he died 
December 23rd, 1863, greatly lamented by all 
who knew him. Mr. Davis was known and appre- 
ciated for his liberality, ever extending the hand of 
charity to those who were needy. He was a leader 
in the Baptist church and lived up tothe tenets 
of the church, where he and his good wife wor- 
shipped, during their useful and Christian lives. 
Farming was his occupation, and he pursued his 
favorite pursuit with abundant suceess during his 
life, and was known as a good liver. The domes- 
tic relations were pleasant, and the writer when a 
boy, often thought of the aimability that existed 
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between him and his excelleut wife, who survived 
him several years, both living close to their faith 
in the bright prospects of the future world. 

John T. Davis was a quiet, peaceful, intelligent 
citizen, never mixed to any great extent in politics, 
but had his political convictions that he quietly 
lived up to through life. He was no office seeker, 
but the people elected him county commissioner 
for several terms, filling the office with a due re- 
gard to the public interests. As a citizen, he 
was intelligent upon public questions and 
grappled with questions of public policy with 
prayerful consciousness. 

John T. Davis was a model citizen, generous 
aud just in his dealings with mankind. He and 
his sweet wife have realized the joys of the sweets 
of the eternal life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davis raised a number of clin 
dren. Those of whom I vow remember, are os 
flows: Mrs. J. J. Hamilton and Mrs. aa 
Weaver, of Tyler; Mrs. R. D. Jefferies, of Abi 
line, Texas; Mrs. Vessels, of Henderson county: 
Mrs. T. J. Putty, of Henrietta, Texas; Mrs. 
Phillip Evans, of Cherokee county, Georgia; 
Terrell Davis, and a brother whose name ts net 


remembered. Several of these are dead. 









ip jun 
n 











1 onal an 


re & bar din ae 


“ti ot 2 weil atti pil ‘Sale 2 1ROY 


fw: yw aeaypat ali to iia nds oft 
joino 6 esw ervad hs od aie: 



















sconaditioead Irtoonsq jotmp 

P mats ; ne * 1 

f » ole + ~ 4 bd a Ly van Ll ve 

ETE ORE O1T trates 1G9TS. (HB OF boximt tovot H SS0M 

t td we fi b 6 ” re - 
ne . P a . . * * 

sp batom 2 feat an yioryaoo LeoUs log. ait bod id 






esieae softe oft aaa Sa stil dguolt ol qu bovil 
“nm ytttwoo. ual Beisel siqosq sili Ane a 


a Lehi MRED ye PORE 219 
| g : 7 ; ane j " ‘ , i j . a y hs gee be 
ey Ty te TI SEO oh pert ia eters lers9e “i Q im 



















< a ie 
the a 
‘ : 
pe 
<== 

~ 

‘ 

* 


ne vas ee en aie ek aaters oiaRM00 Jalna 
‘a 1 ot ne a arg atta Ishom. 6 ane ah an wa. imdol 
ee ae yt tarde. 0a agutlnob eb if’ ok ou bad 
; -_ Aywie SD Yo ayut silt boxiins arnth oliw isowe ait 
tr Bs oil [sar1ss9 oil? yo. ; 
6h Nida le asdaion on bodine ives vend burs. a pe 


42 ¢ de eel id te 







4: ote vrohttiaor: vee i ieee he amodD a 1b 


A im aera A un per Pe eere alt sa lle 


J 


Je tn oi a Tus rioty'T tolgas 


Bisa, nee lo sts 7 seve’ ri Pil 
4 W anv Ly sPsneet 9 ih yw kal y eh 
= ° hl — 


jel (yites 52) v iArOD ‘1? evel” >: “twox eupvae qu lat 
tera er “A 


es ee Co clan 7 2 hes a hers 
ae . a : isees 
scott we larvae oat oi 


b Stn 


Ro 


MAJOR ALFRED <A. FER- 
GUSON. 


GCHAR. EAR, A LaVe 


The ‘sivbject. of this ‘sketclt, “Mayr Atirede a. 
Ferguson, was born in the State of North Caro- 
lina on the 13th day of February, 1806. Whilea 
youth he moved with his father’s family to Jasper 
county, Georgia, where he was principally raised. 
Arriving at manhood, he moved to the State of 
Alabama, where he married. He moved to Texas 
in 1851, and settled on Rabbit Creek in Smith 
county and opened upa farm. Very soon after- 
wards removed to Tyler and in 1854 commenced 
merchandizing with Col. George Yarbrough, the 
hrm name being, Ferguson & Yarbrough, this 
partnership continued three years. He afterwards 
formed a partnership with J. F. Rasbury and 
Julius Saunders, the firm being, J. F. Rasbury & 
Co., Maj. Ferguson being the silent partner. The 


business continued up to the commencement 
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of the civil war. At the time Maj. Ferguson was 
in the mercantile business, goods were hauled by 
ox and mule teams from Shreveport, Loutsiana, and 
Marshall, Texas. Railroads were not then built 
to Tyler. 

Maj. Ferguson was a tall, slim, spare made 
man, and presented the appearance of a very posi- 
tive character. Besides his general appearance, 
he was well informed in history and polities, and 
only those near'lim were aware of the fact: “He 
exercised a powerful influence on the growth of 
Tyler, and did more to build and improve the 
town than any man that ever lived in Tyler. Fle 
was always interested in the growth of Tyler, 
aud was always the advoeate and promoter 
of anything that looked to the advancement and 
development of our industrial resources. It was his 
belief that Tyler was favorably located for a great 
commercial center in Kast Texas and worked to 
tothatend. Monuments of city property mow are 
marks of his sagacity, and money invested that 
show the evidence of his favorable impression «ot 
of Tyler’s future. 

Maj. Ferguson built more brick houses than 
any one man here, and was a noted public 
benefactor. The first brick business house buiit 
by him was the brick next to Bob Clark’s, and in 


a short time hebuilt the block tothe corner of West 
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Ferguson and College streets. He built other 
brick and frame buildings. Maj. Ferguson saw 
the necessity of a hctel-—that the growth of the 
town demanded it, and up went a brick hotel cn 
the very spot of jand now occupied by Mayer & 
Schmidt’s maguificent store building. He ran the 
hotel for several years himself till the Ferguson 
House became a noted house for the style and 
Splendor of its entertaining. 

Maj. Ferguson grew rich by good management 
aud industry, but never became a hard man in his 
money transactions, for whenever Tyler needed 
money his purse strings were unloosed. 

He was always careful with his money, but a 
charitable man. He never failed to give needed 
help. His wife, a most excellent and good woman, 
survived him only a few years. 

Maj. and Mrs. Ferguson sleep in Tyler ceme- 
tery. They were the friends of Tyler and her 


people. 
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Perel rr wrwORTON. AN} 
FAMILY. 


CHAPTER Ci LYE 


Phillip Horton was born January 26th, 1529, 
on Leatherwood Creek, Lawrence county, Indiana. 
He came to Texas in 1849, and settled near Omen 
(formerly Canton), in the neighborhood of Andrew 
Mason, who had removed to Texas two years pre- 
vious from the same state. He married Miss 
Nancy Mason, a charming daughter of Mr, Mason, 
in this conuty, on the 17th day of October, rSso. 
By this marriage twelve children were born—John 
Franklin, Malisa Ann, Andrew Jackson, Jefterson 
Fowler, George Washington, Phillip Wesley, 
Lewis Patton, Robert Dale, Charles Lee, Cora 
Ellen, William Troy and Nancy Alice. Three ot 
this number are dead, two boys and one girl. 

Phillip Horton enlisted 11 Capt. R.b. Long's 
company, Roberts’ Texas regiment, being the 


iith Infantry, He was a fine mechanic and after 
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serving for some tiie he was transferred to the 
government shops at Arkadelphia, Ark., and 
thence to Tyler, where he made himself useful to 
the cause of the South, keeping his post until the 
surrender, then rettrned home to reconstruct the 
delapidated condition of his home. He was true 
to the duties of his manhood and citizenship. He 
is an intelligent mau and has passed a long life 
asmue of the early settlers,-and has seen this 
country grow from a wilderness to its present 
happy advancement. Full of zeal and energy, he 
has been a helper in his community’s growth. 
He was a Mason of many years standing and a 
very bright one at that. Most of his life has been 
devoted to farming and the construction of mills 
aud gins. 

Phillip Horton has many descendants, and I 
can only mention the families of his own children, 
as follows: 

John Franklin married Miss Eliza Riddle and 
resides 1n Henderson county, Texas. Malisa Ann 
died while an infant. Andrew Jackson married 
Miss V. T. Boon and resides in this city. Jeffer- 
son Fowler died when about five years old. Geo. 
Washington married Miss Eliza Ragsdale and are 
residents of Tyler. Phillip Wesley married Miss 
Nettie Burrough and lives near Arp, Texas. 


Lewis Patton married Miss Bulah Arnold, and 
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lives near Troupe, Texas. Robert Dale married 
Miss Dora McDonald and resides at Elmo, Kauf- 
man county, Texas. Charles Lee is single and a 
member cf the firm of Horton & Son, Omen, 
Texas. Cora Ellen married Copeland Campbell 
and reside near Whitehouse, Texas. Wm. Troy 
died at the age of twenty-one. Nancy Ellen is 
single and resides with her parents at Omen, 
Texas. 

The Horton family were among the early peo- 
ple here and stand well wherever they are known. 

Phillip Horton is an intelligent man, well read 
up in the present and past events that makes hin 
a very pleasant associate. His descendants are 
many, and if the world was filled with just such 
people as they are, no trouble would likely arise 
in it. Their motto is: Stick to your business and 
let other people’s alone. Not resentful, but can 
take care of themselves. Elder Horton here men- 
tioned is in appearance and looks a typical pioneer 
of the early settler in Smith county. 
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{ON oP, 'S3 WEEP oAIN D 
FAMILY. 


OHA PEER Da ViL. 


Jno. P. Smith was born in Andersonville, S.C., 
September 23rd, 1838. The family moved to Cobb 
county, Ga., when he was four years old. Came 
to Texas in 1858, and settled on a farm near what 
is now Swan. Engaged in the mercantile busi- 
ness at Quitman, Texas, part of the year 1861. 
Volunteered February 1862, went out in Capt. W. 
J. Smith’s company, 14th Texas infantry, Clark, 


Colonel. Served through the war. After the war 
engaged in farming. In January, 1867, was mar- 
ried to Miss Sallie Wiggins, daughter of Col. 
Johu M. Wiggins. Farmed near Winona until 
1888, when he moved to Tyler. In 1890, was 
elected Justice of the Peace and elected Sheriff in 
1892, serving six years. There were six children 
in the family, three boys and three girls, one of 
the girls dying in infancy. 


His wife was born 22nd of November, 1847, in 
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Lauderdale county, Miss. In 1852, the family 
moved to Texas and settled near what is now 
Winona, at old Mt. Carmel. She lived here until 
married in 1867. 

Wig Smith, the oldest son, was born near Hope- 
well, Oct. sth, 1867. Hespent his life on the 
farm until he was twenty years old. He moved 
fo Tyler with the fanily. He worked for 
ihe Texas Express Conipany, and for sev- 
eral years was a clerk for Paliner & Storr. In 
1892, he was made a deputy sheriff and served for 
six years. Heis now on the Tyler police force. 
On Dec. 17, 1895, he was married to Miss. Lottie 
Shelton, of Monticello, Arkansas. They have two 
children. 

Chas. AH: Smith was. born near Winona ii 
1870, and lived there until 1S years old, when he 

came to Tyler with his parents. Spent two years 
in High School here and at Omen. Has been en- 
gaged-in teaching for the past nine years, with the 
exception of one year, which was spent in attend- 
ing the normalat Huntsville. Taught part of the 
tine at Hubbard and Corsicana. 

Douglas Smith, the third child, was also born 
near Winona in the year 1872; moved with his 
parents to [Tyler 1888. For awhile he went to 
school, but most of the time has worked at various 
employments. He has for several years been em- 
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ployed by the Pacific Express Co. 

Lottie and Nellie, twins, were born near Wi- 
nona. They are very accomplished and sweet 
young ladies and very popular with all their ac- 


quaiutances and friends. 
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JAMES McFADIN AND, 
KAMILY. 


“eee de SW LL 


James MeFfadin was born in Bowling Green, 
Ky., March 2rst, 1800. He was left an orphan at 
the age of eight years, and had a hard struggle in 
life. Through his personal efforts, he acquired a 
conmnon school education that was very useful to 
him in after hfe. In 1829, he married Miss Louisa 
Alvey, of Bowling Green, Ky. They had cight 
chiidren born tothem. I know of only two of the 
children as being residents of Smith county, Ben 


A. and Mary. 


Ben A. McFadin married in this county, and I 
know of only two of his children, Lee and 
Dora. Lee has an important position as mail 
carrier in this city, and is a competent official in 
the postofice at Tyler. He is a married man. 
Dora married Mr. Sam B. Clay and resides in the 
city of Houston. 


Miss Mary McF‘adin married Dr. B. G. Sel- 
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man, in 1868. Dr. Selman died in 1892, and his 
widow survives him, residing in Tyler. Dr. Sel- 
man was a prominent physician in this coynty, 
and ably represented Smith county for four years 
in the legislature. He was a strong minded man, 
with a good education that gave him great force of 
character, hence he was a leader in anything he 
undertook. He made a full-fledged soldier in the 
civil war and died with a Yankee bullet in his 
body. He received it in the heat of battle. He 
was a man of most excellent character and lived 
up on the side of good morals and good govern- 
ment. Dr. and Mrs. Selman had two children— 
James Larkin and Jno. T. 

James Larkin Selman married Miss Anna 
Labry, of Galveston, Texas. She is quite an ac- 
complished woman. Larkin is bookkeeper in L. 
Leese ee (Co. Spank ™ in. this city. “He is a 
young man of excellent business acquirements. 

Jno. T. Selman is devoting his time for the 
present down on the farm and is doing things in 
the best manner possible to reach a good success. 
Jno. T. is a single young mau and is regarded as 
one of the best ‘‘ketches’’ in the country. 

James McFadin acquired large tracts of land 
in this and Cherokee counties. In a_ homely 
way, he was land-poor, and taxes high, hence he 
tarried long on this line, but at his death, his 
children inherited an ordinary fortune, as prices in 
real estate advanced. 
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JAMES W.. ARNOLD. AND 
FAMILY. 


———_____. 


Cre i ol 


James W. Arnold was a native of Taladago 
county, Alabama; born in 1839; came to Smith 
county, Texas, in 1858, locating in Tyler. He 
was a good mechanic and a man of good intelli- 
geuce and soon became a popular contractor in his 
line of business. When the war came on, he 
rushed to the front and volunteered in Co. Kk, 3rd 
Texas Cavalry, and saw much hard service. His 
regiment was part of the famous Ross’ Texas brig- 
ade, making an excellent reputation in the Army 
of Tennessee. After the war, he returned to Tyler 
and remained here until 1865, when he removed to 
Shreveport, La., where he died in June, 1900. 

Jas. W. Arnold married the widow of Gus 
Howard in 1866, who had one child—Miss Jessie 
Augusta Howard, who married Robt. Clark, now 


‘both residents of Tyler. Robert Clark is a promi- 
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nent business mau of this city and has a very in- 
telligent family. 

By this marriage were born three girls and one 
boy, Annie Carlisle, Nettie—who died at the age 
of eighteen months—Hettie and Robert Logan. 

Annie Carlisle married Chas. Summerkamp, 
aud are residents cf this city. 

Hettie married J. C. Morgan, alsoa citizen of 
Tyler. Robert Logan resides with the family at 
Shreveport. 

Messrs. Chas. Summerkamp and J. C. Morgan 
are good business men and are up-to-date in their 
respective lines of business. “They are good peo- 
ple and the fainily of each stand along the front 
seats for intelligence and excellent social qualities. 

Jas. W. Arnold was aman of warm inpulses 
aud always a reliable friend, intelligent and up- 


right in his dealing with mankind. 
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REV.) LEV. ReabENNIS »AND 
abe eo toh ae 


CTA TE Rs Le: 


Rev. Levi R. Dennis was born on January 7th, 
1820, in Tennessee. Licensed to preach in 1839, 
moved to Texas in 1854, and joined the Hast Texas 
Methodist Conference the same year. He married 
Miss Martha L. Hughes, of Bedford county, Ten- 
nessee, Noy. 14th, 1848. Mrs. Dennis was born 
January oth, 1826. They had four children-——Alice 
A.—died in infanecy—Mary E., Maggie A. and 
Sallie S. 

Rev. Levi R. Dennis was a prominent Metho- 
dist preacher and held many prominent stations 
and that of presiding elder. He was a_ logical 
pulpit orator aud a very forceful and eloquent 
preacher. His wife was a very devout Chistian 
and zealous helper in her husband’s ministerial 
duties. He was presiding elder of Tyler district 


“n 1859 and resided in this city. He was a warm- 
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hearted, genial man, and popular with his flock, 
as well as the people. His residence was in Tyler 
up to his death, which occurred April 20th, 1873. 

Mary E. married Robt. T. Dorough Nov. rgth, 
1872. They had eight children—Levi R.—died in 
infancy—Robt. P., Leta—died at four years of age 
—Ivie—died at the age of three—Maggie W., Vir- 
gie, Bessie and HEvelyne—the last mentioned is 
dead. 

Robt. P. Dorough married Miss Leah Heeter, 
of Louisville, Ky. She is quite accomplished and 
a very sweet young woman. Robert is a young 
lawyer of promise and bids fair to reach the point 
of success in his profession. 

Miss Sallie S. Dennis is a resident of this city 
and makes her home with her sister, Mrs. R. P. 
Dorough. Sheis an annable Christian woman, 
well educated and accomplished. 

Maggie A. married Jim Langston, formerly of 
Palestine, Texas, now of Cleburne, Texas. They 
have had eight children, two dead and six living. 

The Dennis family have been and are now 
prominent people in church, business and social 
circles, being numbered among the best people. 
Mary EK. married Robt. T. Dorough, who died a 
few years ago in this city; she resides here and has 
an interesting family. Robt. T. Dorough was a 
prominent business man during his lifetime and 
had many relatives and friends who seriously la- 
niented his death. 
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JOSEPH S. BARRON AND 
FAMILY. 


Crevior ee Lal. 


—_—_~— ——_. 


Joseph S. Barron was born in Troupe county, 
Ga., June 2nd, 1838. He moved with his parents 
when quite a boy to Alabama. His parents were 
Snuth aud Lucy Barron, his mother being the 
daughter of James B. Reeves, who was a_ noted 
Baptist nunister. The elder Barron married Miss 
Sarah G. Burns, in 1854. 

Joseph S. Barron came to Smith county early in 
1861, and soon joined Douglas’ Texas battery, 
serving with this command until the end of the 
‘wat. .iHis fest battle tyas at-Elk Horn, when this 
battery made a fine reputation to the end of the 
war. Joe only missed one fight the battery made 
during the war, that of Richmond, Ky., and his- 
tory gives an excellent account of Douglas’ Texas: 
battery during the great conflict between the 


States. He was a prisoner for several mouths, but 
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made his escape from the Federals and worked his 
way back to the battery, rejoining his command 
at Iuka, Miss. His war record is a good one 
from the beginning to the end of the war. 

He married Miss Mary A. Tomlinson, of Pike 
county, Ala., and brought his wife to Texas in 
1965, and has lived near Tyler since that date. 
He now lives twoand one-half miles from Tyler 
aud is engaged in farming. 

J. S. Barrou and wife had born to them eight 
children, five boys and three girls—W. S., John 
T., Joe N., N. E., George, Alice, Callie and Ada- 
line. ‘These are the living children except Joe N., 
who is dead. 

W. S. Barron married Miss Anna Adams, 
daughter of Mr. Tate Adams of Mt. Sylvan, 
Texas. They have three children—Claude, Lola 
and Laura. 

John T. Barron married Miss Millie Carlthrop, a 
daughter of Bruce Carlthrop, of Henderson county. 
They had four children, Emmett, Long and twins, 
who died in infancy. 

Joe N. Barron married Miss Julia Barker, 
daughter of James Barker. They have one child, 
a little girl. Joe N. Barron died Aug. 4th, 1870. 

N. E. Barron married Miss Jennie Bradford, of 
Henderson county. They have three children— 
Carl, Frank and Maud. 
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George Barron marred Miss Miss Annie Day, 
the daughter of W. H. Day. 

The three girls—-Alice, Callie and Adaline, quite 
accomplished young Jadies, live with their parents, 
two and half miles from Tyler. 

This is the Barrron family, of the numerous 
Barrons of this family, that moved to Smith 
county before the war of this family, but since the 
war the Barron connection are more numerous to- 
day, perhaps, than any family in Simuith county, 
and Jam pleased to state that no people stand 
higher in their respective communities than the 
Barrons. 

Joseph $. Barron and wife, and I believe nearly 
the entire family are members of the Tyler Baptist 
church. Joseph S. is a deacon in the church and 
a Christian in practice and devotion. 

The Barrons soon after the war came to Texas, 
and nearly every community in Smith county 1s 
blessed with some of this family, and it isa marked 


fact that no people rank better than they do. 
Most of them are farmers and generally very suc- 
cessful in their chosen avocation. A community 
of such people as the Barrons would make an ideal 
commuity to live in, and Joe, the gallant soldier, 


the good citizen, is a chip ‘‘off the old block.” 
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BECKHAM B. BONNER 
AND FAMILY. 


GOAPRTER Li. 


—— 


Beckham B. Bonner held the office of Justice of 
the Peace of Omen precinct (Old Canton) for four- 
teen successive years. He was noted for his hon- 
esty and Christian life, making a useful and lead- 
ing citizen. 

D. H. L. Bonner held the same office for two 
years and J. B. Bonner for the same length of 
time- 

The Bonners are a good class of people, strictly 
attendant to the duties of life, making up a good 
and healthy citizenship. oni 

Beckham B. Bonner was born August 11th, 
1806} 1n Georgia; moved to Alabama in 1818; was 
raised among the Cherokee Indians and spoke their 
language; was an intimate friend and playmate of 
the renwoned Chief, Pathlahola, and when the 


great chief of the Cherokees fell in the civil war he 
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was grieved as though it was one of his own family. 

Beckham Bonner married Miss Rebecca Wil- 
son, in 1831. She was a daughter of Capt. Benja- 
min Wilson, of North Hampton, Va. He was a 
Lieutenant in the revolution of 1776, and Capt- 
tain in the Indian wars. Rebecca Wilson 
was born March 26th, 1808; raised in Virginia; 
removed to Alabama in 1818, where B. B. Bonner 
found her, courted and married her in 1831. Like 
her husband, she had been nurtured and raised 
in the school of hardships on the frontier, among 
the wild children of the forest; and it was a 
pleasure to her and her children, to hear her relate 
their adventures and escapes; to converse in the 
Indian dialect. She wasa bright-minded, charming 
woman, and her stories were interesting to her 
children and other people. 

All the schooling that Beckham B. Bonner ever 
received was at night schools, in which he received 
a fair knowledge of reading, writing andarithimetie. 
He served two terms as tax assessor and collector 
of Autauga county, Alabama. In 1548, he started 
to Texas with his family, stopping in Washita 
county, Arkansas, where he worked at the black- 
smith trade for about eight months. In the early 
spring of 1849, he came on to Texas and rented 
land near where Overton now is, making a crop 


that year. The same year he bought land on 
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Mud Creek, and on Christmas day, 1849, stretched 
his tent about two miles west of Omen, (Canton), 
where he lived until his death, January rith, 188r. 
Fis ’wite,* Rebeces, ~stirvived ‘him *séveraF years: 
Mrs. Bonner died March 18th, 1895. 

Mary, the oldest child, married W. C. Faust. 
She died 1879. Walter B. F. died in 1857. He 
was single, and a noted musician of his day. 
Wm. F. was killed at the battle of Iuka, Missis- 
sippi, in 1862, with the flag of his regiment in his 
hand?" DSH? L. ves at-Omen, Texas) and 1s: the 
popular postmaster. He served in the Confederate 
army, company EH, 14th Texas Infantry, conmanded 
by Col. Ed Clark. J. B. lives at Omen, and is a 
successful truck farmer. G. W. lives at Omen, 
also, engaged in truck farniung. 

D. H. L. Bonner has been married twice. He 
first matried= <Miss Susie Neel, a grand 
daughter of E. T. Broughton. She died in 
1874. His present wife was Miss Texas Talley, 
of Alabama. He has threeliving children—Clanda, 
the wife of J. H. Terry—Walter and Mary. 

J. B. Bonner married Miss Annie Green, a 
niece of William Green (an old timer), who died 
four miles south of Tyler since the civil war. 
They have two children now  living—Ola, 
the wife of Laun Wilson, of Tyler, and Joe. 

G. W. Bouner married Miss Susie Smith, by 
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which marriage they have four living children— 
Willie, the wife of Mr. Little; Maud, the wife ot 
Mr. —; Sydna A., and Della. 


Cyntha married Sam Crumpler, who lives near 





Troupe.. They have three living children—Josie, 
' wife of W. H. Terry; Elizabeth, wife of Mr. 
Roberts; and Thomas B., who lately married 
a Miss Gillispie. 

Beckham B. Bonner, (the father), held the 
office of Justice of the Peace, of that precinct, 
for fourteen years; DOH. L. and J, B.. Bouner 
(sons), two years each. The Bonners are good 


people and help to make a healthy citizeuship. 
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JAMES M. WHITAKER AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAP IQR Wil. 


James M, Whitaker and his wife, Mrs. E. S. 
Whitaker, left Coosa county, Ala., in company 
with Jolin Robbins and Josh Weaver, the latter 
bringing a wagon load of his father’s negroes. 
They left Cocsa county, Ala., October oth, 1848, 
and arrived in Smith county, Texas, on the first 
day of December, 1848, making the trip in the 
short time of fifty-two days, having mixed teams 
of horses and oxen. 

They found on their arrival, their uncle, Peter 
Cartright Johnson, Bart Wells, Col. Wells, Dave 
Hudnal, Billy Wooten, Ed Pollett, John Page, Ira 
Ellis, Ap Lott, McElroy, Tommy Hays, Bill Car- 
ter, John Patterson, Spencer, Lewis, Dan Cowsar 
and John Dewberry. 

Failing to obtain houses in Sinith county, they 


moved to Rusk county, near Millville, remaining 
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there two years, ’49 and ’so. They located nine 
miles east of Tyler on Harris’ Creek, and remmined 
there until 256. They moved to their present loca- 
tion, one and one-half miles south of Tyler, in 
1857. Here they found many old friends, viz.: 

Sam Boren, Dick Long, Jaspe: Williamson, F. 
N. Gary, Hardy Holman, John Jessup, Joe 
Smith, Hotchkiss and Heeder, Smith and Fleishel, 
Columbus Taylor, Ed Sharp, Bryan Marsh, Dick 
Hubbard, W. W. Grinnan, John Robinson, 
Patrick Beaird, Lignoski, and many others. 

James M. Whitaker was the scn of Isaac 
Whitaker, who had married Mrs. Clark, a widow. 
By this union he had tour sons and one 
daughter, born in the following order: Thomas J., 
James.M., Peace H,, Pleasant C. and Elizabeth 
G. The subject of this sketch, James M. Whita- 
ker, was born in Abbey.Ie, District, S. C., Octo- 
ber 4th, 1S12. He taught school in his native 
state one year, then in Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Georgia, where he married Miss Elizabeth S. Ed- 
wards, who was a daughter of Asa Edwards and 
his wife, (who befere marriage was Nancy Cart- 
right Johnson). Mr. Edwards owned a farm on 
the Chattanooga river, near LaGrange, Georgia. 
They were married November Sth, 1840. In 
1841, he moved to Heard county, Ga., where he 


taught a school at Harmon, Academy. There, 





jaeal, Yo we oil? enw sett Me ‘@ ite 























eran Ste deer) ‘zirsH 
~s30k seevaaig tiedt of bavort odT 
:: toyT to dimoz aoliet iisd-one ‘a 
a oa ehusen blo yrsist bawot yo sili 919 
Rs peamanral veqan| (gto Ast af a | 
sol, queesl, adot nnutioH ae oo 
Joudviolt bus dtime bool bon i sind, 
foil het aa, grade pl olyeT 2x a a 


asia milol, nate WwW OW. OD rion 


otlio yareis bir polaonghl | irrinoel 3 


apoio i Pr) att boirrane batt ow 
sto ‘bun afee uot bed sel waea’ 
es anenaitt Rabe trrt 
isedneiet hen °D tereenold A sone siti os 
-thiVF Av vigaae ss Hotoda si w ee 3 
Phe SO 2 gotrsetll | oll. radi it nod! 2m aod 
writin atc i. loose” idgnnl oH eter Whip 
bass inqiaaiaai ls , ssazaiael at rod , “gto 3: 
$a 2 diodes cath borat Sit 
ire iewht ad lO ortho tein 
+h. younyl an ognittenn sui ata ow tig ar 2 +yer 
no maak # bawno — aah ae 7 


0 a al Ne le 


: - ul 
a 
— 





Sei aot 
re 


230 


his first son, Orren, was born, August 15th, 1841. 
From Heard county he moved back to Troupe 
county, where the second son, Henry A., was 
born, in 1843. He then moved to ‘Tallapoosa 
county, Ala., in 1844, where their third son, John 
my: was|-born, July.6th, -2545. . Pleasant C., 
fourth son, was born Yebruary 8th, 1847. Then 
they moved to Texas, in 1848, where their only 
daughter, Ellen G., was born December 8th, 1848. 

In 1872, Ellen G. was married to Mr. Mahann. 
From this union one daughter was born, who is 
now married to Mr. Joe Bailey, living in Lampasas, 
Texas. 

After the death of Mr. Mahann she married Mr. 
W.M. Lee, of South Carolina, on the 21st day of 
September, 1876. From this union there is now 
four sons and two daughter, all living with their 
parents near Tyler, except the second son, Orren 
M. Lee, who is a soldier at the present writing, jn 
Manila, Philippine Islands. The oldest son, Jas. 
H., married Miss Carter. Their children are—J. 
Chesley, Mary E., Hattie and Edward. 

James M. Whitaker lost all of his sons in time 
of the civil war, except Dr. John T. Whitaker, who 
is the proprietor of the Whitaker Nurseries at 
Tyler, Texas. He was detailed and worked four 
years at the armory in Tyler. The two oldest 
sons enlisted in Col. Bates’ regiment in 1862, 


aye * ah wane Aa Pe EY mO, 


quo {s1s0% bs 
BV! 


a v2 a o see: toe Hi10098 ails pierce ¥ . pres 


er is wr 63 ba cont tot) SH 
mfo], , hee » veke hi sred? ot pile 


“yy }itee fi is sp a f 138 yi . mrod paw "eae ye = 


err sa. wal 


nod sep8e ,8 tetra snd asw ,aoe divndt ~ 
vino tert? s19dw,.8p2t ab enxoT otihovont yorls | rai 


A { 


O.8r 043 rechurso9C antod any (oO nlf creat gushes se 
be . ar 

trsishi «Mo! (TEI . golf 1 _— ul 

ai opbhy 


‘ 


ba Mi of beitiact wot: ae . 


4 2 ee ee , , {*% . ¥ 
é TOVIRIG J st Peia ds & 4s* hit? « - 
ja? ¢ 49503 (ti fi mniots ‘7 r/ 3Ti oc 16 ol mM: We 
el yi 


: iy iy ri atl ff roo Ore ‘ap! perce, ws AV 


¥t9 - 
diiw gatvil ils ,rolngus b ow) bow eee 100k ag 

(trae bwoose orf 1y GOK soly? te00 aaa” om 
gnitiew susestq odd ts 191 ibloz 8 at ow jot Me. ae 


eb 7 
moe saphla ofl  .ebuslel oniqgifidd sling» i“ 


oh 4 


v) is ia y 


7 ae ath AN dasha aeilé Bye]: rest", ; 
z ~_ - isk x hi . : “ee aR os > , 
: 74 rnewor DIE sities (oul vis. ; yolesdD oa 


pet, att ance. aid to Le tz0l redpinl W zonal, ea : 
* ae os ste 
odw tae .T odol, 1 tqosxe 284 livia 91 ro nh 
js egtteern VT tooled W odd fe torsingorg oot ee 
aa 


—-gpet bscltow bas .bolisish eswoet 


a 


— fasblo awdvedlT . sx! fyT) ot ‘rious 
are. _ , 
288 ri intsutiget a: 43 be u 





ee 


went to Brazoria county, Texas, from there they 
went to Speights’ regiment, Speights’ brigade, 
Texas Volunteers to Little Rock, where Orren 
died, January 4th, 1863. Henry died at Alexan- 
dria, La., at the Taylor hospital, after the Mans- 
held nolit,. Pleasatt ©. ‘died: at “Tyler, 1m S62. 
The Whitakers are prominent business people. 
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DR. HENRY J. McBRIDE AND 
Pei ly. 


Siarrtee TAY. 


Dr. Henry J. McBride was born in Benton 
county, Tennessee, April r2th, 1838, and removed 
from that State to Smith county and settled in 
Tyler, in 1854, landing here the 24th of June, the 
day the corner stone of the old Methodist church was 
laid by the Masonic order, the lodge room being in 
the upper story of the building. His father, 
Ezekial McBride, was an Alabamian by birth and 
moved to Tennessee where he married Miss Rebecca 
Jones, the daughter of Major Isom Jones, a large 
planter of that State. They both died in Benton 
county, Tennessee. 

Dr. Heury J. McBride married Miss Angeline 
Middleton, of Starrville, Texas, an adopted daugh- 
ter of Rev. J. M. Gill, a prominent minister of the 
Methodist church and a leading citizen. Miss 
Middleton wasa direct descendant of the Middletons 


et an ae ech a lm 


291 sili weno oN 


a jes moth 
x28 at wel es 
9102 ISI WOD ot [+ vab- a 

| 100 9a3 , TaDIC duedilad satis yd bist 

v ath sguibslind sit 16 Yiota teqqu oft 
bea ahd. gd asiiendslé ms aan obiifloM sides thy . 
syanto Sd aeilt baitren of stsdw ooaen rol oF | navoy ut ; ot 
ogtal s ,eouol inoal jal 2 to tote gwnh ait} 2am Ta 
inf | lied te = tails bg roomate oe 


P) fs 


ret 
* 7. | 
i hs & 
= 


romred ni boil 
biseloth i aoa ab) 
dale scaricgen » go Bt 


hosqobr ms any 
aie a 
~~"? i Hig . fh i” : int 


i oT: 
Beil sap 1 
A 3 


orld Lo Todanmiis JoMTIHO 


eeili  .sroxttto 


augiol shot LA orks to innbas 





‘e 4 > a And Se acd ahraiegll aa Le Ne eee 











les tener rp Minti sine Yrnn ae CoM nem Im: Pe art ton SUPNie Baten Re Rey ste orn ; : “ 
BY : ' eC 
- 
- i 
- 
<-t 
>. : ‘ 
x c bh 8 . 
. ay 
. » 
MEPS REE OS ee eer 
. 
yr 7 
oe 7 
. -_ 
= : | 
* — Zs 


) 
nS 


cBl 


J.M 


ay 


x 








233 


of South Carolina of Revolutionary fame. Her 
father was a near kinsman of Arthur J. Middleton, 
a signer of the Declaration of American Indepen- 
deuce, whose son was afterwards governor of that 
State. Her people were noted for their prominence 
socially, politically and in business. Mrs. McBride 
was an accomplished woman and noted for her 
intelligence and many Christian virtues. 

They had three children, (one died in infancy )— 
Mary and James L. are living. 

Miss Mary McBride married Jeff G. Jones, 
formerly a leading merchant of Troupe, Texas, 
now a prominent business man of San Antonio. 
Four children bless their household—Henry, 
Bulah, Lamar and Paul. 

James L. McBride is a well educated young 
man of this city. He has been licensed to practice 
law, but is devoting himself to newspaper work, 
hence, he is the popwlar correspondent of the Dallas 
News. He is a ready writer, a very attractive and 
correct reporter for that great journal, 

At the outbreak of the civil war, Dr. McBride 
entered the Confederate army, enlisting in the 15th 
Texas Infantry. After doing the duties of a 
soldier in the field for two years, he was trausfered 
to the ordinance department, and then trans- 
fered to the office of Col. Hill, doing clerical work 
in that office till the war closed. 

Dr. McBride had studicd dentistry for two 
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years before his enlistment as a Confederate soldier 
and at the close of the war, he went to New Orleans, 
remaining there for two years, graduating in 1868. 
Returning to Tyler, he has practiced his profession 
successfully from that time. 

He has been a Mason forty-one years, securing 
all the degrees of the York Right; has been W. M. 
of St. Lodge, No. 53, Tyler, Texas, for almost a 
continuous time, only broken by a few terms since 
1867; was Deputy District Grand Master from 
1870 to 1882; Grand High Priest of the Royal 
Arca Chapter of Texas: hasbeen a delegate to 
the State Grand Lodge for the past twenty-five years 
with a very few exceptions; held the position 
of Eminent Grand Commander of Ascension 
Commandary; No. 24. He is one of the brightest 
Masons in the State and good authority on Masonic 
law. 

Dr. McBride is one of the best dentists in the 
State; well up in the science of his profession aud 
is a leader along this line. His aim has been to 
make his profession a success, which he has done, 
professionally and financially. His Dental Parlors 
are complete in all departments, up-to-date in all 
that constitutes a practical and ideal parlor for the 
profession. He has a large practice, is constantly 
at work, and is well known throughout the State. 


He is not only popular professionally, but person- 
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ally, enjoys the confidence of as many friends as 
any man inthis part of the State. Religiously, 
he is a Methodist. He 1s a weil informed man, 
stands high socially, always welcome among. the 
best people. As an interesting story teller and the 
relator of amusing incidents, he stands at the head 
of that class. He isa fine conversationalist, and 
when interspersed with wit, it 1s charming in all its 
parts. He is to-day of fine physique, and looks 
much younger than he really is, bemyg an 
active man, full of business, to the front protes- 
sionally and socially; aman of universal popularity. 

His family is along with the best people, intel- 
ligent, composing a part of good citizenship. 

The McBride brothers, James and Henry, were 
in Tyler, when deer and wild turkeys were killed 
at the town branch. It is hoped that many mere 


years may be added to their useful lives. 
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CHAPTER LY. 


Hiram Lorance moved to Smith county before 
the established lines, in 1844. He had ten chil- 
dren, all of whom are dead except Mrs. Eglantine 
Lee, she being seventy-nine years old. Hiram 
Lorance died in Smith county in 1868, at the age 
of sixty-two years. 

I have very little information concerning this 
large family, who were prominent good people in 
the early settlement of Smith county. 

I have more data about the family of McD Lor- 
ance than any of this family. McD Lorance mar- 
ried Miss Mary Rasberry, the daughter of Rev. 
John Rasberry, an early settler and a promineut 
preacher of that day and time. McD Lorance 
died in 1884 at the age of sixty-two years. His 
widow survives him, and resides in Tyler. 
They hac three children—Quiney D., Susan and 


Sallie. 
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Quincy D. Lorance married Miss Emma Hug- 
gins, one of the intelligent daughters of Col. 
Wm. J. Huggins, an old timer and prominent 
man in the early settlement of Smith county, now 
a resident. of .Lindale,, lexas.. ‘They have=two 
living children, and one dead. 

Miss Susie Lorance married John Norton in 
1884 and died in 1SSs. 

Miss Sallie Lorance married Ed Evans, They 
reside in this city and have one child. 

Hiram Lorance (the father) was a farmer, a 
good citizen and ajust man. Mc Lorance fol- 
lowed the same calling in life, but occupied 
several official positions of honor and trust in 
Smith county. He was county clerk and a repre- 
seutative in the Legislature. He was a strony 
republican in politics, but a conservative one. In 
his transactions with his fellow man, he was) hon- 
orable and popular. He had the name of ‘Honest 
McD Lorance.’’? During the days of reconstruction, 
politics was at a white-heat, he was respected by 
all who knew him personally. He madea tanhin. 
Confederate soldier, while his syimpathics were 
against the war. He loved his people, but behever 
they were in the wrong. Respect au honest min 
is the judgment of posterity. McD Lorance was 
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PwigitAM Ho Cae ier AN 
OLD-TIMER. 


CEAPLIER WL. 


Wm. H. Carter came to Smith county in 1849, 
and settled in Tyler. He came to Texas from 
Alabama, but was a South Carolinian by birth. 
He had no family in Texas. He was a lawyer by 
profession and practiced at the Tyler bar. How- 
ever, he divided a good part of his time to trading, 
and had some farming interest. He was an honest 
man of much intelligence, but somewhat eccentric 
ju manner and address. Win. H. Carter was a 
friend to Tyler and Smith county and looked ,after 
her iuterest along the lines of advancement. 

Wm. H. Carter died in Simith county in 1873, 
to the regret of all who knew him. We have no 
specific data as to nis age, but the recollection of 
the writer is that he was of middle age over forty 
years ago. 

Col. Wm. H. Carter has several relatives in 


‘stol ‘D 1 ee boltise baa 5 . 


noe 2 anw ind anvedalA™ 
opxel at listed: ort bs oF 
soijosig bre o oieastong” 


§ bobs rify of sve iy 


wil os 2hw O07 eS ISETRE eM fe 
r ) Ae’ hes * 
{ ‘ 


ae 
7¢ 


meimoe 30 08 | ; 
a a ee a ao 

onw weHeD HH aW 3 poh ie ‘TOM mein I . 

fiackool ers WtetHoD dian bie aelyT oF 

| eDorbast 

| ref lesrstut 2 | 

tron Hine wt berb yeT1s au ant 7H sith 

ava ot ow eid: weatd ab Tie To. ergs’ olf Of” ‘ 

or alii yogne aig Oo} “6 nie iy oat 199) dat 


218999 
avon aU SS ‘DL 


nottoal lar 
sgvo sgn slbbiet to enw a wold abrotin 


isrovee — rotin 





239 


Smith county—W. S. Carter, who lives uear 
Winona; Mrs. H. C. Gibner; Spence Adkins and 
G. F. Adkins, of Lindale; T. H. Adkins and 
Mrs. W. S. Curtis, of Garden Valley. 

The relations mentioned, of Col. Carter, are 
among the best citizens of the county, and quite a 
number of the younger generation have been raised 


and educated in their respective conmmunitics. 
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Min lONS: GN A. BALL 
TICKET, 


CHAP I EAR LVil, 


I gather from an old serap book the following 
ball ticket, dated August 21, 1866. It is thirty- 
four years ago: 

R. R. CONVENTION BALL. 
Tyler, Texas, September 13, 1866. 

‘At the Erwin Hall to which you are respect- 
fully invited. 

Managers—Geo. W. Chilton, J. H. Bullard, 
Alf, Dawis, D.C. Williams, Jas. .P. Douglas, N. 
L. Roberts, Sid S. Johnson, Ed B. Wiggins, H. 
C. Erwin. 

‘Committee on Arrangemenuts—Dr. H. J. 
McBride, H. V. Hamilton, Jas. B. Long, Jno. B. 
Douglas, R. C. Long. 

“Floor Managers—Sam D. Williams and 
Sons.’’ 

From memory, 1 call up the forms of each. 
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Thirty-four fleeting years have gone with its many, 
many changes. Time has accomplished its work, 
and many unforseen events have transpired now, 
that was hidden in the coming years then, to the 
retaining few living to-day. This was an even- 
ing entertainment since the civil war; sweet 
strains of delightful music filled Erwin Hall that 
night, and fleeting fect kept time with voluptuous 
music. The gay throng of human souls have 
mostly paid the last debt of human affairs. The 
arms and cultivated cars that directed the lovely 
music, sleeps in death ; the gay laughter of the 
reigning belles have been carried with the gentle 
Wines. treter’ to. feturiy. The. blushes on’ that 
evening by the love-sick vouth and blushing dear 
young girl were carried off ou baliny breezes and 
returned by a trusted messsenger of Cupid him- 
self, on tinted paper with the fallen tear of imno- 
cence and lovely young womanhood. Fleeting forms 
come and go! I see them. Recollections crowd 
the mind too fast to write them; memory, the good 
gift of a merciful and Alwitse God, plays its part in 
this life, and in the one to come; it broadens and 
widens under the guidance of the Great Master. 
Separate the mind from the human form, the body 
dies and decays like amtmal and vegetable Ife. 
The rose with its sweetness passes away after per- 


forming its allottment here. The most shapely 
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human form bends with age; thesmiles of a pretty 
face becomes wrinkled in the course of time. 
Hardships, disappointments and the rough waves 
of life marks the decay; makes the crows-foot ; 
slackens the pulse and weakens the human fori. 
But, what of memory ? It goes with Time in its 
flight in the coming years, not diminished, but 
brightened as the ages come. Thought is a gift 
of heaven. It must be; but why should man be so 
much honored? 

I will drop this. The ball, the dance, the 
music caused it; it was thirty-four years ago, 
and the reveries of the mind cannot be controlled. 
It will perform its work. Let us trace a line or 
two of the names on this ancient ball ticket. 

Col. Geo. W. Chilton sleeps in the. Tyler 
cenietery. He was a Confederate major, a bril- 
liant lawyer aud a man of eloquence and ability, 
marked with genius. Hewas the fathcr of Senator 
iHome. lntomy and Nrs) RS AP Htbry Me His 
widow lives in Tyler. 

J. H. Bullard is now a leading business man of 
Bullard, Texas. He retains many of the same 
traits of character that made him so popular when 
a young man. He married the pretty and aimable 
Miss Emma Erwin, and raised quite a family of 
children. Mrs. Bullard is dead. 


D.C. Williams was a printer boy before the 
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war; enlisted in Douglas’ Texas Battery and saw 
the rough side of cruel war. He madea journalist 
and editor. Married the pretty Miss Carrie Shu- 
ford of Wood county. He is dead and his widow 
name. Mis. Prik, Murphey, of fylen..: is 
his daugter. Crockett Williams possessed many 
noble qualities. 

Alf Davis was a popular young man of fine 
social qualities. He had a good Confederate 
record. Married the accomplished “Mrs. Edwin 
Baxter and raised a good sized family. Alf died 
in Eatonton, Georgia, where he and his family 
had removed. 

James P. Douglas was a Confederate major of 
artillery in the Confederate army; a State Senator, 
editor, lawyer and business man. He has worked 
for Fyler, enjoying the confidence of the people. 
Maj. Douglas has been married twice. The first 
marriage was with Miss White, of Omen; second, 
Miss Smith, of Tyler. Both accomplished and 
Christian women. Tle Douglas family is noted 


for intelligence and good standing. 


N. L. Roberts, a good Confederate soldier of the 
“th Vexas, Granubury’s brigade. He saw hard 
service and always ‘‘toated his end of the log.’’ 
Married Miss Long of Rusk, Texas, who was a 
lovely woman, who dicd about two years ago. 


He is a prominent farmer uear Swan, Texas, and 
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is the father of an interesting family. 

Sid S. Johuson passed through the war, some- 
what weather-beaten, tough as a leather string, 
and lives in Tyter. He married Miss Zelda Smith, 
an accomplished Christian woman; both hving on 
this side of the dividing line. They have seven 
living children, aud six grand children. 

Ed B. Wiggins, another old veteran of Com- 
pany K, 3rd Texas Cavalry, Ross’ Texas brigade, 
who saw the rough and tumble part of the civil 
war. He married the attractive: Miss Eliza 
Roberts ; both are living and have an interesting 
family. He is the popular clerk of the Criminal 
Court of Appeals ofthe Tyler branch. He is the 
same gemial man and popular fellow. 

H.C. Erwin made a good Confederate soldier, 
a big hearted specimen of noble manhood. Clay 
had many noble traits of character. Clay mar- 
_ried Miss Sallie McDaniel, who was pretty and 
popular. They had several children; Clay is 
dead. The family reside in Tyler. Everybody 

was his friend, and he was everybody’s friend. True 
as the kneedle to the pole, in his friendship. 

Her, f.. WicGride, the’ genial fellow, a’ fine 
dentist, at the top round professionally, lives in 
in Tyler. He married the intelligent Miss 
Angeline Middleton, of Starrville, Texas, who 


died a number of vears avo. They had three 
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children. Hecan spina yarn with the same in- 
teresting details as when a young man. Still, at 
this writing, he is a busy man. 

James B. Long, another veteran of Douglas’ 
battery, has answered the final roll call on high. 
Jimmie was a voble fellow ; dying in early man- 
hood.. Jimmie married Miss Dora Shuford, who 
afterwards married Rev. S. W. Turner, now of 
Fort Worth, Texas. She is a Christian woman. 
Shuford Long isason. If his life here had been 
spared, he would have made it a success. 

H. V. Hamilton, the Nestorian of Tyler jour- 
nalism; the father of Mark, Van and Hause 
Hamilton, all up-to-date newspaper men, lives in 
Tyler. Van, Sr., has been married three times. 
Aun intelligent family has blessed him in his declin- 
ing years. Retiring from newspaper work has 
only lasted a short time. ‘The constant busy life of 
years brings him back to editorial work. The 
monotony of a quiet life is straining on a busy 
brain. He must have something todo. It drives 
dull thoughts away. His life will be busy when 
the Master comes. Forty-six years in Tyler 
newpaper work is a long time; as age creeps on, 
memory clings to the dead past. 

John B. Douglas made a gallant Confederate 
soldier and served through the war. John was 


married twice: First to Miss. Mittie Wiggins; 
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second, Miss Kettie Walker. His last wife is a 
resident of this city. Both are accomplished and 
lovely women. Jolin died in this city several years 
ago, after making life a success financially. He 
was a Christian gentleman. His first wife died 
soon after marriage; had one son by the second 
marriage, a very bright-ninded young man. 

R. C. Long returned to Florida soon after this 
social event, and I have lost sight of Dick. He 
was the son of Col. M. A. Long and a charming 
bright-minded young fellow, handsomeand popular. 
Dick was gay and genial. 

It was on the evening preceding a railroad 
meeting; Gen. John B. Hood and Col. Jack 
Wharton made railroad speeches ; this was before 
railroads had reached Tyler, and many grown-up 
people present had never seen a railroad then. 
It was a big crowd on that eventful occasion. 

Music at the ball was furnished by Sam D. 
Williams & Sons, noted musicians and dancing 
masters of the old schocl, and I fear the present 
generation don’t know what good music and good 
dancing the people had then. 

Graceful dancing ‘‘with flying feet,’’ to the 
strains of sweet music as the ‘dance went on.’’ It 
was anevening of raptuous joy; peals of merry 
laughter and sparkling wit turned loose without 
the frills and gewgaws of modern culture. Mirth 








| 
| 


giisigds @ bas gaol Ao M oD too 


“wioled. ann atlas’; eslosege hsoplist obaare 






























bite. B Oe lo: 
athdy latent ile ve ut betta lal | 
oH ipionsnd: eegoonz 8 otil widad a 
holly stw. tev afH.. .ncswrolursg: asigeirel 
beoose oft yd aoe od bad ; ogeitian 
tee QEEHOY bebrrimt-ttgind CIV hig 
vit) eds aoe sbirol’l ot boerni39t gua . on 


oli .alaifl to slgie rzol a PS 
aa 


si 
2, Wier 
Po Be 


-relpqoq bas oumoebusd = penag ys sii % 
benliat B guiboostq guigers adi tie pean _ 
Aval Jo bits hookt a ‘attol, uae i199 


Hf lade. 
oe 


qu-weeTg yiisen bes AT oem bed eben 
rods beorlist s aos oven bad amegeags aa 
moienqe inhineve Jedd no-bimoro gid a jr 5) nyt rf 
sae od badaieruh asm, lied, ont: am otal Beige 
guisnsh bes ausivianuat befor. PS a 
inseorq’-odt test TF bas joodoe blo odd 
boog: bre stems boog dade woud 1aob ot 
ods beel olga ot) 

oft of ‘taal ‘goilt diiae!*. paeiot d 
i “10 inow ouch" adi an shew aa 
yriom do aimed + yor a 
ynodtinw seo0!. bord — 
orth eatin elie 





Qe cor 
me pene, eee 
? ie ATL he 
err 


2 
Pri te 
* ¥ or 

Sa >.> 









ote 
— : Dok 
: ne 

i Lae ' 
i 


A 


; : 
Ate nas + ’ ‘ 
eee, eer eae ‘oo OF 


247 


aud pleasure marked the sauds of the dial dropped 
one by one in its regular measured time. ‘he 
qutet assent of the blushing girl to the wooing 
lover; the merry throay mide it a glorious evening 
in the annais of Tyler’s early history. 

Where are the boys and girls who were at 
Erwin Hall that evening? Thirty-four years has 
wrought many changes, for Time in its flight 
never looks backward. The past is buried in its 
ruthless decayed sepulcher; memory alone resurrects 
and infancy weaves the threads together and draws 
the pictrre.. Forms come and go. The grave is 
robbed of its precious charge while the mind’s 
reveries reach back into the dead years. Count 
the number; note the marble-slabs in the city of 
the, dead. .-We,. soon, dear .teader, _ shall 
be laid there, too, with breaking hearts and tender 
hands. ‘The law of God is the end we shall reach. 
Four-by-six is the allotted space of ground. The 
marble-slab is a creation of human skill, the 


soul, the handy work of the Eternal God. 
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Eliff Albertson was born in Norway on De- 
cember 16th, 1845. This is called the land of the 
beautiful midnight, across the deep rolling seas, 
where he first saw the hight of day, a distant for- 
eign land from his present home in Tyler. 

He left Norway when twelve years of age, in 
company with an older brother, and landed in New 
York, in 1858, and remained only a short time; 
took the route for Texas and landed in Tyler, 
making this city his home up to the present. 

Eliff was one of those attentive boys to business 
and soon became a proficient salesman in his broth- 
er’s store, attracting the kindly attention of the 
people by his politeness and manly deportment. 

When the war between the states was in the 
throes of Revolution, and the Southern people 


were strugeling for independence, when he reached 
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the age of seventeen years, he enlisted as a private 
soldier 1n defense of his adopted section, and for 
the period of eighteen months wore the gray and 
participated actively in the duties that devolved 
upon him as a true Confederate in lis manly con- 
duct, impressing lis comrades with those soldiery 
qualities that marked the true mau, so popular with 
lus associates, 

Kliff returned from the army and soon after- 
wards he and Ins brother Tom opened up. a large 
dry goods house and a grocery house—the busi- 
ness being done in two separate buildings—and 
did an immense business until they suffered a 
burn-out, carrying no imsurance on their laree 
stocks of goods. In 1879, the Albertson brothers 
were burnt out again, this time carrying only a 
sinall surance. 

Soon afterwards they built the brick building 
now oeeupicd by J. Lipstate and after a few vears 
they sold the building. Since that date Khff has 
been at the head of a gencral mereantile business 
and is noted for his fair dealing and. strict intee- 
rity. ws a business man, he stands the test of a 
first-class-one, and ina residence of nearly forty- 
two years, not a single breath of dishonesty has 
ever been charged to lim. 

In 1868, Véliff Albertson marricd Miss) Iven 


Halverson, a beautiful and accomplished young 
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woman of Prairteville, Kaufiman county, Texas, 
making Tyler their home from the date of their 
marriage. “The fruit of this marriage is thirteen 
childreu, cight of them now living. 

Amelia married Dr..C. .M. Moore, of Llurst, 
‘Texas, and resides there. Robert is a young bus- 
iness man. Misses Emuna, Aurclia, Amme and 
Fannie reside with their parents in their beautiful 
home in this city, and are noted for their excellent 
intelligence atid social qualities. Otto is a gradu- 
ate of THill’s Business college at Waco, and has 
prepared himself for a business life. Harry is at 
home, the youngest, and of course the pet of the 
family. This family is an accomplished one, and 
the pleasant surroundings of a beautiful home is a 
a strong evidence of a happy one. 

Kliff Albertson 1s now one of the oldest men in 
business in Tyler, and during these long years of 
earnest business toil he has borne an _ honorable 
name as a good citizen. He has been, also, a 
progressive one along the lines of Tyler’s material 

prosperity, and has added his influence in advanc- 
ing her prosperity. No better man ever passed a 


business life in our midst 





always on the side of 
good morals and the betterment of our people. 

He ts a strict member of the Methodist church, 
living up to the tenets and teachings of this) great 


denomination. As a Christian, he passes along 
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with the best—as a good citizen, he isin the front 
lines of his profession. 

He has served as alderman of his ward, and 1s 
noted for his promptness in dus official duties, 
always looking after the best interests of the pco- 
ple, with the one idea of doing his whole duty > for 
Tyler and her municipality. 

A community made up of such a eitizenship as 
Heliff Albertson would be an ideal one, and his life 
is.a guarantee of this fact. 

Tom Albertson, an older brother, will be 
mentioned in another chapter. Ilis | business 
career was a good one, and the only fault charged 
to him was a weakness for his cups, a sad com- 


mentary of the fall of many good men. 
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CHAPTHAR -LdX. 


David Y..Gaines, Sr., was born an Florida an 
pass. rleavas rvised, in ithe State of Alabama, 
and married Miss Isabella Marsh of that state, and 
removed to Texas in 1857, and settled near Mt. 
Sylvan, Snuth county, Texas. 

Cig damid ¥. Gaines, Sr. was. a prominent 
planter and made farming a good success. He 
was aman of fine intelligence and very popular. 
Full of business energy, of course, he held the de- 
tails of business well in hand. Capt. David Y. 
Gaines raised the first company that left Smith 
county for the Confederate service and being elected 
its Captain he made an efficient and good officer. 
When it came to hospitality, he was an old-time 
eutertainer. 

Capt. and Mrs. Gaines have three living chil- 


dreun—Helen, David Y., Jr., and Lille. 
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Miss Helen married Dell Hatch, and lives at 
Loreno, Texas, and they have five children. 

David Y;, Gaines, [r., is.a.citizen of Tyler and 
a promising young lawyer. He is single and one 
of the Justices of the Peace of Tyler precinct, m: wak- 
ing a deserving and competent officer. 

Miss Sallic married I. If. DeGraffenreid, of 


Chilton, Texas, and they have three children. 
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PSlOR, OF TI RICE AND 
fF ANTILY. 


H. F. Rice was born January oth, 1840, 1 
Anderson District, South Carolina. He removed 
to Sinith county in 1860, and made a crop, aud 
when the war broke out enlisted in September, 
1861, in the 7th Texas regiment, serving in the 
army during the war. He returned to Smith 
county 1n 1866, and on December 25th, of the 
same year, he was married to Miss Sallie Wood, a 
charming daughter of Judge Matthew Wood, a 
prominent citizen of this county. He now lives 
in the same house he was married in, having born 
tohim and Mrs. Wood eight chili reun—Anegusta, QO. 
T., T. W., W. W., Dean, Clem, Floyd, Clifton— 
six boys and two. girls. Augusta mauried 
Deo, ~-1 iornton; <Tilla’ married Smith Rex, 
both prominent farmers of that community. W. 
W., Dean, Clem and Floyd died at about two 
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years ofage. The boys are all single. 

H. F. Rice isa steady, honest and successful 
farmer who stands high in the estimation of all 
who know him, and enjoys life with a good home, 


aud a pleasant intelligent family. 


tite esos Bir ut rn Jzonor! 


pt r gs ee ts 
heath ba wollns eA ee Loe 


sv. eh Fee A aa aye dine bases cid woud tls : 


pretont fon, ae x 


rlivent snagillsin at srs 8 bas it 





ROBT. T. MceFARBAND AND 
FANLLL 


Chi Perk Lol. 


Robert T..dMcFarland, Sr., was.the father of the 
McFarland family in Smith county. He was born 
in South Carolina, in 1802, and died in Marion 
county, Texas, in 1865, while on his way to Hot 
springs, Arkansas, in search of health. He was 


a 


McFarland, who brought his remains back to 


— 


accompanied by his wife and son, J. 


Smith county and buried them at Starrville, Texas. 

He moved to Georgia where he married Miss 
Elizabeth Mullins. To them were born five chil- 
dren. all boys—John I., J. M., W. J., H. C. and 
J. N. Only two are now living—-W. J. and H.C. 
McFarland, who reside in this county. His first 
wife died in the state of Alabama, where he had 
nioved to from the State of Georgia. In 1848, he 
married Miss Francis Starr, a daughter of Rev. 


Henry Starr and a niece of Rev. Joshua Starr, two 
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ROBT. T.. McFARLAND. 
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noted Methodist preachers of Fast Texas. 

The elder Robt. T. McFarland moved to 
Smith county in 1855, bringing a uumber of 
slaves, and located near Starville, Texas. Hewas 
an extensive farmer, aid engaged largely in saw and 
grist mill enterprises, doing an immense traffic in 
these lines. He was a sterling, pushing, business 
man; took the lead in building up his community. 
Was a strict member of the Raptist church and 
lived up to the faith and order of that denomina- 
tion ; was a county commissioner for a number of 
years, looking closely after the interests of the 
people and county. By his second marriage he 
had three children—Marietta, Robert T., Jr., and 
Erie; the last two are living. 

John I. McFarland married, in 1855, Miss 
Mary Martin, the accomplished daughter of Win. 
Martin, who lived near Starrville. They had 
three children—Oscar, Lizz:e and Iva. 

Oscar is a leading merchant of Tyler, being 
the junior member of the firm of Brown & 
MeFarland. He married Miss Belle Fielder, a 
young woman of accomplishment, of one of the 
most influential families in Smith county. Lizzie 
died several ago. Iva married Will Wiley, son of 
Col. C. C. Wiley, an early settlerof Tyler. . Will 
Wiley was killed in Houston, Texas, lus horse run- 


ning away with his buggy. His wife returned 
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to Tyler and lived here for a number of years until 
her second marriage, with Frank Cain, a merchant 
of Wiley; ‘Tex. Mrs. J. I. MsFarlanidiedia 1868. 
and the father married the second time Miss Nellie 
Rice. They had two cliildren—J. E., and Mollie. 
J. E. McFarland is a prominent newspaper mau. 
Miss Mollie married a Mr. Woodall, a merchant 
at Nacogdoches, Texas. J. I. McFarland died in 
T371, and his wife a year later. 

Julius M. McFarland was a good business man 
and lived in Tyler a number of years. Julius 
never married. He was at one time district clerk 
of Smith county, making an efficient and popular 
official. At the time of his death he was in the 
drug business with B. K. Smith. Oldtimers have 
a kindly remembrance of him as a pleasant genial 
gentleman. 

W. J. McFarland is a leading farmer in Smith 
county, living six miles west of Tyler on a good 
farm. He has been married twice. His first wife, 
Miss Rebecca Black, one of the chaming daughters 
of Col. Shimmy Black, an early settler and a 
prominant farmer and citizen. They had no 
children of theirown, but raised and educated a 
numer of orphan children, doing a good Christian 
part by them. Mrs. Rebecca McFarland was a 
member of the Methodist church. Having lived a 
consistant Christian life, she died happily in the 
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faith she so zealously and devoutly kept. W. J. 
McFarland’s second marriage was with Miss Willet 
EK. Adams, a womau of noble qualities of mind 
and heart, and one of the daughters of W. W. 
Adams, one of Smith county’s best farmers 
and an intelligent citizen of Pleasant Retreat 
neighborhood. By his last marriage he has one 
daughter, Rebecca, a pretty little girl of five years 
old. W.J. McFarland was county commissioner 
for several years, and is at this writing, the 
Democratic nominee for that office. 

He was ever watchful of the county’s 
Interest, making an efficient and _ prompt 
oficial. As superintendent of the county 
poor farm, he scored a good success, making that 
institution a paying one under his manigement. 
Being a practical farmer, with intelligence and 
good judgment, everything moved like clock work. 
Every department had his watchful attention. He 
is a progressive man in business, sensible and 
practical; he succeeds in what he undertakes. 

H.C. McFarland married the pretty and ac- 
complished Miss Rissa Erwin, oue of the daughters 
of Col. Thos. B. Erwin, a leading Smith county 
citizen. She died in Tyler a number of years 
ago. Rissa was a sweet girl and made a noble 
woman. They had four children—Bettie, Julius, 
Fannie and Myrtle. Bettie married Walter Beaird; 
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Julius married Miss Florence Boring; Fannie 
married James Ellis; Myrtle married Walter 
McFearson. They all live in Smith county, and 
are farming, making a good citizenship, residing 
in the Pleasant Retreat community. H. C. 
McFarland makes his home with his son, Julius, 
and devotes his time to farming. He is a good 
business farmer, an intelligent entertaining man, 
enjoying the confidence and respect of the people. 
He served in the Confederate army, making a 
good record. 

J. N. McFarland died during the war while re- 
turning home on a sick furlough. He died in 
Upshur county and his remains were buried in the 
family burial ground at Starrville, Texas. He 
was an accomplished, promising young man. 

Mage, ye Ny and Pt. ©. Mer arhemdss (three 
brothers), belonged to company D. rs5th Texas 
Infantry, Confederate army. They each performed 
their duty as loyal Southern soldiers. 

Robert T. McFarland, Jr., lives at Chandler, 
Texas, and is a farmer. He married Miss Alice 
Chandler, daughter of A. F. Chandler. They 
have six'children—two boys and four girls. Misses 
Laura and Maud are both married; the other 
children are at home with their parents at 


Chandler. 


Erie McFarland married Lum Yarbrough. He 
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was a son of Col. Harvey Yarbrough, an old timer 
and prominent citizen. Lum died several years 
ago, leaving two small children, the family mak- 
ing their home at W. J. McFarland’s until a year 
ago, removing to Chandler where they are farming. 

The McFarlands have been prominent people 
in the history of Smith county, in church, busi- 
ness and sociu! life. They are of that old stock of 
Southern people that help make the chivalry of the 
Southland. Some of the younger generation are 
entitled to special mention. 

Oscar McFarland is one of Tyler’s leading 
merchants and business men. He is the jumtor 
member of the mercantile firm of Brown & 
MeFarland, who are doing an immense business 
as general merchants. Oscar is a fine business 
man, acconimodating and pleasant in his dealings, 
making him a deserving and popular man. He ts 
strictly honest, and deals with his customers with 
open frankness and candor, and the people 
have learned to bank on what he says. Oscar has 
ason, Robert Brightwell, a lad of much promise, 
a student in the public schools. 

The elder McFarland was a generous, open- 
handed citizen and a worthy sire of the ditferent 
branches of this family, and they inherit many of 


his excellent traits of character. 





vege Tete tpnehiatol -l, We He 


-ydla Joo guinviske ols oalams qlod ial pic a 


ead» siprnto si g299 latenng lo \ a. nel i As % 






























a 
anos eee . 


se oh pa 





eure atl . 
: is 03 te 


eet) ott gore Iie 


qutiena dan yorls rode jolbuad anid ie ‘ 
alone, irtomdsotd., need. vad. ebualn’ | 


bes mae ‘oho todd to oan qoiT ati Te icon b pe ih s 


ovis Aoitereiag TOMMY 93 io aitho2, hastens 
oti ote, Isinage. oh aor 
-yitebcl iaobel oe ono, 2. buehe’t a Ld nal 
wittuy sdd et, olk rent. zeoniend, bu uF pi 
A te port, de, eval. oliisoISM oft Yo Fite | 
avontend Sayerannnt 18 gittoh oun ushsts 
ev pied grr & ai +8920 ayaniiovon I 
aauilaob id wi sosenglg, bus gnitsho: if pac 
ail  aseg tel ago, biss gnivipes 8 | sti 
te a crouTole- dai slitw elsab bas att 
ego odd stobmap at 
earthy aH) 9 2482 ve inalwe ap 2 
sektegor1g flout to ‘bal Bie tow te gid " i oe ! 
qo enotstog &/28Wy BR | hi =) a iar yt 
sexy attily sult, to rise 1axidte 


tes pees iy one 


LD 


anaes 


ra eee ae ieee ; 
; 


MR. JULIUS PABST AND 
FAMILY. 


eine NN Oe By OVE 


The subject of this sketch was a native of 
Muelkansan, Germany; was born in the year 1818, 
and died in Tyler, Texas, on the 6th day of May, 
1887. 

Mr. Pabst imigrated to America in 1844, land- 
ing at Castle Garden, New York, where he lived 
five vears. In1849, he partook of the gold ex- 
citement and went to California, remaining there 
until 1852, when he removed to Texas and settled 
in Tyler, where he lived a good citizen up to his 
death. On his arrival in Tyler, he secured a home 
and asuitable place for his business—that of a 
tanner, aud opened up a tan yard and made his 
business a very prosperous one. By forsight and 
industry he accumulated quite a fortune in real 
property, and as Tyler grew it made him money, 


aud as a good business man he built business 






a a A Br hprwasy¢ oft tod amr = Atte. e macnn 
bas 
Aner 






i 
—. 
oa 


* 7 ra 7~ 


islf to web lic xiao ,: 2D | . -y bo li lb 































| esa 
hon! .eae@en mormon A of bose rguit jada aun ore, can 

a hyvil of oxsitw.sinof we, .u bra shiz A ja git 
-  .%8 blog off Yo doolmg on 5¢ open al BOIL "7 ieee 


a rod earlier etirtobiinS “ol tts bas anes ye 
a bar eaxo'T of hevontet on aody ser fue roe 


ini tjve 
| otf ob eperenvawttto boog m bovrh orf ori sty t 
‘ hl outed pn bavirser onl cioly'T oi Ley Ae alt Ho” 

ca «2 to teeth +areaiend aid 16 t-s9elq nanhed oe 
ben bury ont 8 qe Bowoqe bus a 
bine Mtyiavot Yh! sae aon sy en, ‘7 £ Se tt eis 


cx Lot iti ounfrot e 33 Try p bots ian ats 


omen mid obmur 41° uote ba 







<T 
= | ae 


oi g A ty . 
* hol taud | ue 


peowiand wind od mnue 
© 1G i cor 


i) 
Ne A 


263 


houses and improved other property, that secured a 
rich revenie for him in his declining years. Full 
of vin and energy, he greatly assisted Tyler in 
advancing rapidly to the front as the leading city 
in Kast Texas. He-prospered in his business and 
invested his surplus money in real estate, that 
added greatly to the development of his town and 
county. 

He threw off the citizenship of the ‘*Fathe: 
Land,’’ and by choice hecame an American citizen, 
naking a good one by an examplary and inodei 
life, showing by his daily walk the uprightness 
of life and earnest effort to be a good citizen and 
upright man. He married Miss Marie Johana 
Frohne, a woman of Christian virtue that adorns 
the life of a good wife, that makes home a happs 
one, looking cheerfully after the household dutic: 
that lends a charm to home and its lovely environ. 
ments. Mrs. Pabst has survived her honoree 
husband and resides in a handsome residence o% 

Fannie avenue. 

| Mr. Julius Pabst joined the Masonic order, ahd 
the Independent Order of Odd) Pecllows—Tivins 83 
to the grand teachings of the ‘‘brotherhoal «1 
man, under the Fatherhood of God,’ during hes 
long and useful life while a citizen of Tyler. A 
model member after taking the obligations that 
bind together the brotherhood of these benevolent 
orders. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Pabst raised six children—Lena, 
Fred C., Oscar, Albert, Julia and Bertha. 

Miss Lena married Rudolph Bergfield, who 1s 
one of Tyler’s leading and progressive business 
men anda large real estate owner. They have 
two children—Julius, who is now a student at 
Radford, Va., and Rudolph Lewis, the latter, a 
school boy here at home. 

Fred C. Pabst married Miss Cora Labarthe, of 
Galveston, Texas, and they have two children— 
Marie and Fred, Jr. Fred is a leading business 
man inthe Island City and a member of the firm of 
Pabst & Lehnbeuter, wholesale fruit and produce 
dealers. 

Oscar Pabst is a leading physician of Galves- 
ton and enjoys a fine practice, ranking high in his 
profession, and enjoys being popular as a man and 
citizen. Oscar is still a young man, and has not 
entered the natrimonial state, hence he is a single 
man. 

Albert is single and resides in Galveston, a 
young man of fine business qualifications, being a 
splendid salesman in the firm of Pabst & 
Lehnbeuter. 

Julia married Gus A. Willett and they reside 
in this city and are classed among the best people. 
Mr. Willett is a good business man, respected for 


huis good qualifications and excellent citizenship. 
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He is in the cotton business with Abe Harris. 
They have one daughter-—Marie Khizabeth. 

Miss Bertha resides in Tyler with her mother 
and moves in the best cireles of society, and ts 
greatly loved for her many amiable and sweet ae- 
quirenients. She is a young lady of much intelh- 
gence and has a host of good friends and adiiirers. 

Julius Pabst set a good example in Ife, and I 
find that his children have inherited the same 
qualities that made the life of their honored father 
a success, hence all of his children are battling 
along in the busy walks of life, paving a secured 


success, when the end comes. 
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COL. -WILLIAM°’B. BUTLER 
AND FAMILY. 


CHAPTER) LXUH. 


en 


Co. Wim BY Butler, ‘Sr., known “as Booker 
Butler, was born and raised in the State of Geor- 
gia, where he married Miss Elizabeth D. Hemp- 
hill, a young woman of many charms and accom- 
plishments, who shared the pleasures and toils of a 
long life with that of her husband. 

Col. Booker Butler came to Texas in 1853, 
bringing his slaves and opening up a farm three 
and one-half miles south of Starrville, and returned 
to Alabama where he had previously moved from 
the State of Georgia, and in the spring of 1854, 
brought his family to the farm he had opened the 
year before. He wasa thrifty farmer and made 
that calling a success. Starrville was a_ thrifty 
little town with fine school advantages of that day, 
and Col. Butler aided greatly in building up the 


school, giving his children the advantages of a 
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liberal education. Starrville community then was 
largely in advance of most of the uecighboring 
conimuunities. 
Col. Booker Butler and wife are buried in’ the 
family burying ground near Starrville. 
| Col. Butler and wife had seven children, aud 
niention 1s made here of them. 

Mary E. Butler was married three trmes. He: 
first marriage was with Elias Ivey, who had. foi: 
children—Will, Zeb, T. J. and Elias. Zeb Ivev— 
he is now dead—inarried Miss Matilda Butle: 
The fruits of this marriage was three children 
Pete, Ford and Zena, who reside at Kernes, Texa: 

Will Ivey lives in the panhandle of Texas, anc 
has a pleasant family. 

T. J. Ivey married Miss Laura EF. 
and resides in Tyler, and was City Marshal to 
number of years, making a faithful and pr 
oficial. They have three children—Hmmet, Cot 
ford and Miss Ora. Emmet marricd Miss Boo 
Allen and Miss Ora married Jeff’ Harris. 


is single. They all reside in Tyler. 


“s 


Elias Ivey marricd Miss Ora Butler snc 
three children. “They reside in Kernes, Tes. 
Jesse Butler married Miss Mary kk. Lott, 05 
accomplished daughter of Col. liverett Does 
They are both dead and left three chldren—Jessic. 
- Fannie L. and William (Sam) Everett. Shes 
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Jesse married Maj. Geo. W. Finger, late state land 
commissioner. Faunie L. married L. C. WHarri- 
son, a proniinent merchant of Pryor Creek, I. T. 
William Everett (Sam) Butler married Miss 
Erwin, of Mansfield, Texas. He is now the popu- 
lar county clerk of Tarrant county, Texas. 

William B. Butler married Miss Mary. S. 
Black, who was one of the lovely and accomplished 
daughters of Col. Shimmy Black. They have 
three children, Levi A., J. A. and Claude. Levi 
Butler married Miss Ei:ima Nicholson, and has 
two children. He is a leading merchant at Starr- 
ville, Texas. J. A. Butler married Miss Cora Hitt, 
ama they have two children. He is a farmer. 
Claude Butler is a clerk in the State Comptroller’s 
office and recently married Miss Ola Dowell of 
Austin. 

Levi Butler; Sr., when a boy went into the 
Confederate army and after being wounded tliree 
times, he was killed at the battle of Gettysburg. 


He had hardly reached the age of twenty-one 
years when he was killed. He wasa bright young 
man. 

J. Wiley Butler has been married twice. His 
first. wife was the accomplished Miss Sallie Holt, a 
daughter of Col. Thos. Holt, a prominent planter 
and citizen of Smith county upto his death. He 
had by this marriage three boys and one girl— 
Thos. B., Leberta, Henry and Lee. 
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Thos. B. Butler married Miss Sallie Cain, one 
of the pretty and. lovely daughters — of 
Mr: and Mrs.-R. M. Cain. Tom is a prominent 
lawyer of Tyler, and a member of the law firm of 
Butler & Lasseter. He has been county judge of 
Snuth county and made an able and impartial 
presiding judge. Hes quite a young man and 
has a bright professional future before him. He 
already enjoys a good and paying practice; able to 
stand his hand in the courts with the best lawyers. 
In addressing the court or jury, he is foretble and 
logical, at ease and ready, he seems to be at home. 
His friends expect much of him. With a good 
mind, studious and good habits, his life is indeed 
a promising one. 

Miss Leberta resides with the family; possessing 
those rare traits of character that makes girdhood 
so attractive. She has many friends and admirers, 
and she justly deserves it. 

Henry Butler, who started ona visit some years 
ago, never returned. There is a deep mystery con- 
nected with his disappearance. He was employed 
in the Tyler postoffice at the time. 

Lee Butler is a promising young lawyer of our 
city, being adinitted to the bar at the last term of 
the district court. 

J. W. Butler’s last marriage was with Mrs. 


“Mary Deweese, the daughter of Col. Casey Askew 
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of this city. She isa woman of intelligence and_ 
many womanly charms. They bave two children 
—Bessie and Clarence. 

Alfonzo F. Butler married Miss Carrie Dean, 
the intelligent daughte: of Col. Calaway Dean, an 
old Texan and prominent citizen. They have six 
children—Bertha, AlfonzoS., Willie, Daisy, Nellie 
and Edna. | 

Bertha married Frank McClung, a merchant 

at Starrville. Alfonzo $. Butler married Miss 
Tucker, of Starrville. Willie Butler is a clerk at 
Winsboro, Texas. Miss Daisy Butler married 
Dr. J. C. Smith, cf Winona. Misses Nellie and 
Edna, lovely girls, live with their parents. 
« °R. H.C. Butler married Miss Ella‘ Gray, and 
they have four boys and one girl—Ernest, Roy, 
Carl, Earle and Ella Mae. They live with their 
parents on the old Butler homestead. 

The Butlers have been prominent people in 
eimith county from the early fifties to this present 
good hour. 

Wm. B. Butler is a prominent farmer near 
Browning and has made that business a_ success. 
He is surrounded with a pleasant family and the 
comforts of life. 

J. W. Butler is a resident of this city; made 
smith county an efficient and honest sheriff and is 


now Deputy United States Marshal of this dis- 
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trict. Wiley isa popular man and enjoys the im- 
plicm confidence of the people. He is a good man 
and a worthy citizen. 

Alfonzo F. Butler is a leading farmer and 
made farming pay by his energy and good man- 
agement. Heisa leading citizen in his commu- 
nity. 

ix. 1,..C. Butler ts“ now tarniiig. He was a 
leading lawyer at the Tyler bar but voluntarily 
retired for the peaceful pursuits of a farmer. He, 
like the Butler brothers, has done well in life. 

The younger generation are lawyers, merchants 
aud farmers, the composing of a healthy commiu- 
nity. The old stock is implanted in the offspring, 
giving them intelligence, force of character that 
builds wisely and forges to the front lines of busi- 


ness success. 
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COLUMBUS C. WILEY AND 
PA MILLY. 


CHAPTER LLY. 


Columbus C. Wiley was born in Columbia 
county, Georgia, in 1811. His father, Taylor 
Wiley, was a native of North Carolina, and moved 
to Georgia at aun early day. Columbus spent his 
boyhood in Georgia, and arriving at manhood he 
moved to the State of Alabama, where he married 
Miss Nannie Williams. He removed to Missis- 
sippi, and thence to Texas, and in 1840, settled in 
Tyler, remaining in Smith county up to his death. 
It was in 1851 that he moved to Texasand settled 
on the south side of town. He devoted the greater 
part of his life to farming; being an intelligent 
practical man, of course, he succeeded. He was a 
man full of energy, and greatly devoted to his own 
interest and that of the community in which he 
lived. He was county commissioner of the old 


court for years, stauding true to the people iu his 
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official duties. An honest man in the personal af- 
fairs of his own, he could not be otherwise in the 
discharge of a public trust. 

Columbus C. Wiley died in Tyler since the 
war. He was a good citizen, a noble man, true 
to his God, his country, and his fellowman. He 
had beep married twice. 

I remember some of his children by the two 
matriages—Charles T., Thos. J., Will and Jas. O. 
I believe the two former and the two latter were half 
brothers. However, they were the sons of a noble 
sire; one to be proud of. I knew Columbus C. 
Wiley in life; he was my friend in the early 
struggles of my young manhood. 

Chas. T. Wiley married Miss Adaline Matthews. 
They had several children. He was a farmer, a 
man of intelligence and a good citizen, true to 
the obligations he owed in the affairs of life. He 
died on his farm in the Red Springs community a 
few years ago; a loss to his family and a sore 
regret to the community. 

Thos. J. Wiley has been married twice. The 
first marriage was with Miss Charlotte Curl, one 
of the lovely and attractive daughters of Judge 
Curl, a prominent man of Smith county, and an 
intelligent citizen. By this marriage they had 
three children, (only one living)—Walter C., who 


is a prominent hardware merchant of Tyler, the 
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junior member of the firm of Adams & Wiley. 
Walter mniarried Miss Favre, of Pearlington, 
Mississippi, a women of intelligence and beauty. 
They have two children. Mrs. Charlotte Wiley 
died in 1870; she was a noble Christian woman. 
Thos. J. Wilev’s second marriage was with 
Miss Alice Draughon, of Mansfield, Louisiana. 
She is a woman of culture, bright-iminded and 
handsome. By this marriage they have one child 
—T. Claude. He is the Secetary-Treasurer of 
the Tyler Cotton and Oil Mills. The position he 
holds speaks for him as a business young man. 
Thos. J. Wiley made an excellent Confederate 
soldier; returned home at the close of the war; 
the people were 1mpoverished; young Wiley pulled 
off his worn Confederate coat, rolled up his sleeves 
and madethe fight of his life, culminating ina finan- 
cial success by good management, making money, 
aud by careful investments realized good results. 
He clerked in a store; soon became a partner; 
changed and formed a partnership with Samuel H. 
Cox, who did an immense trade in Smith and ad- 
joining counties until their retirement some few 
years ago. He is now a retired business man 
surrounded by the comforts of life. By industry 
and economy he acquired a competency. 
Will Wiley married MissKva McFarland. He 


was killed in Horston, Texas, by a sad accident, in 
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which his horse ran away witha buggy he was 
driving. Will lost his life in young manhood, 
with a promising life of usefulness before hina. 
James O. Wiley married Miss Adams, one of 
the interesting daughters of W. W. Adams, He 
is a young lawyer of promise, a member of the 
Tyler bar. Heisa young man of good habits, 
with energy and push, and will reach the front. 
The Wileys are good citizens, help make a 
good community, and build a healthy public 
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FAMMAY, 


CHAPTER 1228 Ve 


Willis Simpson was born in the State of North 
Carolina, in 1810; moved to Jackson county, Ten- 
nessee, and died in 1851, enroute to Texas with 
his family. He married Miss Harriett Reese of 
Jackson county, Alabama. After his death his 
family continued to move Texas, settling south of 
Tyler, in 1851. The Simpson family was accom- 
panied to Texas by three of Mrs. Simpson’s 
brothers—John K., James and David Reese. The 
Reese boys are all dead, I believe. David was 
killed in the army. He was a gallant member of 
Company K, 3rd Texas Cavalry. His death oc- 
curred.in North Alabama, in 1864. 

Mr. and Mrs. Simpson had six children— 
David, Martha Elizabeth, Rachel Josephine, 
Amanda Jane, Lee Verney and Malissa Ann. 


David never married and resides in this county, 
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on the old homestead first settled by the widow 
Simpson. He is a good farmer, a man of practi- 
cal, good sense, makes a good living—noted for 
his strict integrity and honesty. He was the 
main stay of his mother and sisters, performing a 
good part in lite in providing for them. 

Martha died the 15th of May, 1898. She was 
single at her death. Rachel married Levander J. 
Hall. They had two children—Missour1 Ann and 
Mee wis. She ‘Wed ‘the T7th or July, S98. 
Both of their children reside in this county. 

Amanda never married. She lives with her 
brother at the old hoine. 

Levinia married John R. Beazeley, who died at 
Nashville, Tennessee, some years ago. Mrs. 
Beazeley makes her home with her brother David. 

Mrs. Harriett Simpson was born in Franklin 
county, Tenn., in 180g, and died in Snuth county. 
She battled with life suecessfully, meeting heroicly 
the demands made on her in the support of her 
fatherless children. A woman of strong will 
power and great industry. She was a devoted 
Methodist and died in that faith. The Stupsons 
are plain people, but carry with them rigid hon- 


esty, in the affairs of life. 
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TIOM AS. CART). AND 
ELIJAH MEADOWS. 


CAPT ERO XVI. 


—_——~— 


The Meadows brothers, Thomas, Richard and 
Elijah, who where known to the older settler, 
“where strictly good men. They wrere practical, 
intelligent farmers. Tom and Jjge raised large 
families. The Meadows had a good standing as 
reliable men in their transactions, and highly re- 
spected. ‘they made good crops, had plenty to 
live on, and were liberal supporters of any good 
enterprise to help their communities. They were 
thrifty, made money and spent it. 
The Meadows came from Alabama to Texas in 


the forties. ‘Thomas Meadow married twice. His 

arst-wile.was°a daughter of Col. Jas. C. Hill. 
His second wife was a daughter of Bennett Spear, 
who removed to Smith county in 1846. S.C. 
Messer, a prominent farmer, married Miss Mary, 
one of the daughters of Thomas Meadows. She 
is dead. 
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Thomas Meadows was born in 1815 and died in 
Smith county in 1863. I have no further data 
about the brothers than herein mentioned. 

I knew them well, and I never knew any more 
honest men in their dealings; more devoted in their 
friendship; more truthful in what they said. If 
a disagreement arose, it could be settled with or 
withort a fight, the selection to be determined 
by those who were opposing them. 

They were typical frontier men, composing 
all the elements necessary for the advanced lines 
of civilization. They were brave as a lion; gentle 
as alamb; but when aroused could confront dan- 


ger, aud even pass the danger line. 
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SAMUEL WILSON AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAPTER: LAR. 


Samuel Wilson married Mary Cates, in the 
State of Tennessee, in 1814. They were both 
natives of that state. In 1834, they moved to 
Winston county, Miss., and in 1846, they re- 
moved to Smith county, and settled near Omen, 
(Old Canton), and engaged in farming. They 
had nine children, all lived to be grown, three 
boys and six girls—Eliza, Elizabeth, William C.., 
Delilia, John F., Martha, Nancy, James and Jane. 

Eliza married Archtbald Pruett; they had ten 
children. Elizabeth married W. N. Bowen; 
they had ten children. William C. married 
Nancy Moore; they had eight children. Delilia 
married Richard Moore; they had seven chil- 
dren. John F. married Ellen Willshire; they 
had eight children. Martha married Josiah Will- 
shire; they had twelve children. Naucy married 
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Henry Moore; they had ten children. James mar- 
ried Mary Jane Higgins Cawthorn; they had one 
child. Jane married Alex Perry; they had three 
children. 

You see from the above that this family is a 
very prolific one, and it would take an ordinary 
volume to give the different branches of the Wil- 
son fanily from Samucl Wilson, their grand old 
sire, to the generations who claim him as the orig- 
inator of this Wilson family, in Smith county. 

Samuel Wilson was a Primitive Baptist i 
Christian faith and lived up to the order and faith 
of that grand old. Christian chureh. _ He died in 
that’ faith, in 1873, and his life partner lived eleven 
years longer and passed over the river, clinging 
faithfully to the same religious tects. 

Simiuel Walsan was iy. the war of 1512, and 
when the civil war broke out, his three sons volun- 
teered in the Confederate service, doing their duty 
as soldiers for the cause of their section. James 
Wasi Cones, sae texas Cavalry, i0ss: 
Texas brigade, hence he saw hard service. 

The Wilson family is another fair sample of 
the early settler—the founder of so many famuites 


‘ 
of people that helps to populate our great state. 
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James Boyett was born in North Carolina, June 
3rd, 1824. He lost his parents when a small boy, 
and was raised an orphan. In 1845, he moved to 
Sumpter county, Alabama, and in 1847, married 
Miss Malissa Thorn, in that State, the daughter 
of Jesse Thorn. In December 1853, he settled 
in Smith county, made a crop, and moved to Wood 
county; the following year removed to Smith 
county. In the fall of 1875, he moved to Navarro 
county where he and his wife died. They had ten 
children. The only two living in Smith county 
are Jesse Boyett and Mrs. Samuel A. Smith. She 
is a ‘most excellent woman, and her husband 
was a leading farmer and citizen up to lis death. 

Jesse Boyett resides in Tyler. Heisan honest, 
industrious man, giving his children the best ad- 


vantages of a liberal education. He married in 
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1570, one of the intelligent daughters of Wm. D. 
Walker, av old, prominent citizen of Tyler, who 
died here some years ago. Mrs. Boyett is anative 
of Tyler. They have seven children—FI‘rank, 
Nora, Ada, Mabel, Hayden, Lucile and Ibzan, 

Frauk is a promising young lawyer of Austin, 
and has a bright future before him. He is an ed- 
ucated, talented aud bright young man. 

Miss Nora is an accomplished young lady; and 
is one of business and energy. 

Miss Ada isa popular teacher in our public 
schools and is wiuning golden opinions by her 
industry and accomplishment as a teacher. She 
is very popular as a teacher and a favorite socially. 

Miss Mabel is teaching music and is the organ- 
ist of the First Baptist church in this city. She 
has great musical talent and is ferging to the front 
in the musical world. She is an attractive young 
lady and a special favorite among her associates. 

John Boyett was a successful farmer and the 
worthy founder and head of this family of Boyetts 
-1n Smith county. He came to Smith county 
when Tyler was a small village, and was a leading 
citizen in his community. His children are off 
the same block, hence the different branches of 
this family bear honorable records for intelligence, 
integrity and progressive people. 


Jesse Boyett has raised an intelligent family 
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aud the older ones are taking handsome positions 
in the business and social world. It isa fair rep- 
resentation of the descendants of the early settler 
in Smith county. The Boyetts are leading people 
and the father, who came to Texas forty-seven 
years ago left behind him a good name as a 
princely heritage to his descendants. 

It was a grand lot of men who felled the tim- 
bers, opened up farms and planted civilization in 
the wilds of Smith county, and who built churches 
and school houses. None figured more energeti- 
cally and with more sincerity than John Boyett. 
He helped his netghborhcod, sustained the church 
aud schools and put his shoulder to the wheel in 
any good enterprise that bettered the people and 
advanced their interests. 

Mrs. Boyett is related to one of the oldest and 
best families 1n Smith county—the Walkers—who 
came here in the forties, and whose descendants 
are counted by the hundreds. She is a_ good 
Christian woman, looking after the proper train- 


ing of her children, as only a mother can. 
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GREEN B. EPPERSON AND 
FAMILY. 


CHOP RE RT DA XN: 


Green B. Epperson was born in Jackson 
county, Ga., January 12th, 1518. He was mar- 
ried to Miss V. Niblack on January 31St, 1839, 11 
the same county and state of his birth. Mrs. Mp- 
person is awoman of accomplishment and has 
shared the toils of life with her husband in the 
early settlement of this country up to the present 
tine. 

Mr. I4pperson, together with his little family, 
moved to ‘Texas in 18.46 and first settled im Kauf- 
man county. ~ Iwe Pcbruary, 1845, he moved to 
Smith county; . first settled near Winona, and in 
1849 moved and settled in Tyler, living here nine 
years, and then moved five miles castof Tyler, 
where he now resides. 

They had born to them uine children. Louise 


died when four years old; Thomas Jordon diced in 
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the Confederate army in 1862, in Hopkinsville, 
Ky. Nancy Josephine has been married twice. 
The first marriage was with G. W. Weaver, who 
died April 25th, 1866, leaving two boys—Lee and 
Green. Mrs. Weaver afterwards married W. E. 
Jones in Noy. 1878. Wm. R. Epperson married 
Miss Carrie Jackson, June 20, 1875. John T. 
Epperson married Mrs. Sisilee Meador, daughter 
ai john B. Curtis, Sept. ‘12th, 1857;" Green. B-. 
died in infancy; Emma Epperson married P. C. 
Pinkerton, October 1875; D.J. Epperson 1s still 
single living with his parents; Sisilee Epperson 
died Dec. Sth, 1875. 

Green B. Epperson has lived in Smith county 
since 1848. His residence in this city was a con- 
tinuous one for nine years. He 1s a good man, an 
honorable citizen and has discharged faithfully the 
duties imposed on him through an eventful and 
successful life, being now comfortably settled on a 
farm, five miles east of Tyler, with the companion 
of his life; and they are now enjoying the last 
chapter in life with happiness, contentment and 
good health. 

Mr. Epperson was a builder in the early settle- 
ment of Tyler, and these many years have made a 
favorable inipress on the advance lines of education 
aud good citizenship. He was Justice of the Peace 


of Tyler precinct for four years, discharging his 
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official duties with promptness. He was on the 
first board of aldermen ‘Tyler ever had and was a 
leader in the original organization of our city goy- 
ermment, and worked with a single duty in) shap- 
ing the municipality in the dircetion of good goy- 
ernment. He was foreman of the first Federal 
grand jury ever organized in Tyler; was one of 
the first trustees of the M. KE. church, South, im 
Tyler, fovether wath |. M. Rush, Henry Stare and 
Johu N. Mckinley. He and hus wife have always 
been faithful chureh members—Christian people. 
The Epperson family have always been promi- 
nent people, commanding due respect for their 
moral and social worth, and a mention of the dif- 
ferent branches of the pioncer fanuly would be 
good reading here—of that portion now living. 


Win. EH. Jones, who marricd Naneyv Josephine, 


is a prominent and well fixed farmer, living six. 


niles east ol - Dyer, cand has .a, very Miteresting 
family of children, with the comforts of Ife sur- 
rounding them. 

Win. Ro. Epperson, who marricd the accom- 
plished Miss Carnie Jackson, resides at Leagueville, 
Henderson county, Pexas, and is a leading citizen 
aud farmer in his community. 

John T. Epperson, who miurried Mrs. Stsilee 
Meador, the accomplished daughter of Jolin 1. 
Curtis, is a prominent farmer living six miles east 
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Pickens C. Pinkerton, who married Miss Em- 
ma Epperson, lives four miles east of Tyler, and 
he, like the others, is a good farmer and a leading 
man inshis neighborhood. His wife is a splendid 
woman and was a favorite in her girlhood days on 
account of her beauty and goodness of heart. 
They have a large and interesting family of chil- 
dren. 

D. J. (Jack) Epperson resides with his par- 
ents and looks after the welfare of these aged peo- 
ple. Jack is very popular asa man and citizen, 
possessing those rare traits of manhood that com- 
mend him to public favor. Just at this time, he is 
one of the county commissioners, and is doing 
some excellent work for Smith county. He 1s 
watchful of the county’s interest, and looks closely 
after the details of the varied duties of that very 
important office. He is devoting much time to 
the good roads subject, and being a level-headed 
official, he has added much to push along this good 
work. Jack is a very popular official and his ex- 
cellent work in the commissioners’ court commends 
itself to favorable consideration of the people. 

The Epperson family stands on the highest 
plane of citizenship in Smith county. The grand 
old man who has been permitted to live with us so 
many eventful years 1s a worthy founder of a noble 
family, and together with his wife, stands almost 
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alone as two representative people, of the same 
family, when Tyler was a small village. 

Green B. Epperson, although a fine mechanic, 
when he first settled in Kaufman county, he split 
rails to support a wife and one child. 

While he was Justice of the Peace his docket 
reached nine hundred cases; nota case reversed. 

Mr. Epperson landed in Kaufman county 
with only fifty cents in his pocket. 

It was Epperson & McKuinley’s saw mill that 
furnished most of the lumber out of which the 


town was built, back in the fifties. 
é. 


Wik. JAMES McBRIDE. AND 
FAMILY. 


—_—_—__—. 


CHAP TUR’ "LATS: 


Dr. James McBride came to Tyler in 1849, 1n 
company with Dr. John H. Warren. Dr. Mc- 
Bride’s father was Ezekiel McBride, who married 
Miss Rebecca Jones. The family removed from 
South Carolina and settled in Benton county, 
Tenn. They had a family of nine children. 

Dr. James McBride married Mrs. Nannie 
Messenger, formerly Miss Nannie Ramey, a 
beautiful and accomplished woman who 
possessed many rare charms of character. He 
married at Henderson, Texas, in 1857, and lived 
there until 1871, when he moved back to Tyler. 
Mrs. McBride died several years ago. They had 
six childrea—Mollie, Georgia, William, Nannie, 
James and Jennie. Dr. James McBride is a den- 
tist by profession and ranks among the best in the 


state. Heis aman of good information and_pos- 
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sesses social qualities that makes him a good com- 
panion, hence he is very popular. He has one of 
the most accomplished families in this city. 

Miss Mollte McBride died in this city in March, 
1883. She was an accomplished and lovely young 
lady. 

Miss Georgia married J. M Sharp of this city 
and they have two children—Jeff and Annie. J. 
M. Sharp is a fine business man, and at one time 
was mayor of the city, and made a good one. He 
served as alderman for several terms. He is full 
of energy, and pushes his business with energy 
and success. 

William H. (Will) McBride is an insurance 
man and is doing a very large and satisfactory 
business, resulting in financial success to him and 
satisfactory to those who have done business with 
him. Willis very popular, with a fine business 
way of getting along with the people. He estab- 
lished his insurance office in this city a number of 
years ago and his business has gradually grown 
until now it is one of the largest in thecity. Wall 
is an accomplished musician, possessing rare tal- 
ent as a composer of music. Heis thorough and 
does an up-to-date business, standing at the front. 
He has many friends who are pleased to see lis 
business a good one. He is single. 

Miss Nannie lives with the family in this city, 
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being attractive and well educated. She isa social 
favorite. 

James McBride is a young man of business 
and very popular with all who know him. He 1s 
with his brother, Will, in the insurance officeand is 
competent as a business man. He and his brother 
are moral and intelligent and come up to the 
standard of first-class young men. 

Miss Jennie is a social favorite and quite an 
accomplished musician; well educated and possesses 
that rare talent that makes a young woman lovely 
and attractive. 

’ Dr. McBride has resided in Tyler—with the 
exception of a few years—abcut fifty years. He 
is an old-timer and has seen Tyler grow from a 
small village toa prosperous little city. His in- 
telligence, his conversational powers, his manner 
of address possesses a peculiar chain. that the 
writer remembers with a pleasant reflection. He 
has been a Mason for many years and the old- 
timer remembers him kindly. Possessing fine 
mechanical genius and weil up in his profession, 
hence his success has been professionally a good 
one.. 

As a violinist he is one of the finest in the 
state, and the sweet, artistic strains he brings 
from the violin falls upon the cultured ear with 
raptures of pleasure. 
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He is the worthy sire of the well educated chil- 
dren who stand so well in Tyler for intelligence 
aud business. 
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WM. DAVID THOMPSON 
AND FAMILY. 


CHAPTER LAX: 


William David Thompson was born in the 
State of Georgia, 11th day of February, 1839. 
In 1858, he moved to Smith county and settled in 
the Starrville community. Capt. Thompsou mar- 
ried Miss Leah FE. Walters, who was a native of 
Nacogdoches county. They had born to them 
eight children—two dying in infancy. 

Wim. M. Thompson married Miss Naunie 
Michell; they reside in Grand Saline, Texas. 

Moses W. Thompson died at the age of uine- 


teen; he was a proming young man. 
Bob Thompson married Miss Ora Bratcher;  re- 

sides in Tyler; they have three children. 

Thos. W. Thompson married Miss Sallie 
Stewart; they have three children. 

Miss Mary k. Thompson married F. G. Reese; 
they reside at Comanche, Texas. Mr. Reese is a 
prominent business man of thai little city. 
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Miss Elizabeth Thompson is single, and is one 


of the accomplished teachers in the public schools 
at Canton, Texas. 

Capt. Wm. D. Thompson moved to Van Zandt 
county, in 1878, and resides at Canton, Texas. 
He has filled the offices of Sheriff and county 
clerk of that county, and at this writing, he is the 
Democratic nominee for the office of county 
treasurer. He was a Confederate captain, com- 
manding company G, 11th exas Infantry, a 
Smith county company. He was loyal to his 
colors and his Southern manhood. He isa _ popu- 
lar and prominent citizen of Kast Texas. The old- 
timer kindly remembers the gallant Capt. Bill 
Thompson. 

Bob Thompson, Esq., is the only member of 
this family residing in this county. He is a law- 
yer of ten years practice and has a good standing 
at the Tyler bar. He is an educated young man, 
and a fluent speaker on the Bob Toombs. style of 
oratory; a man of fine physique and commanding 
appearance. His name is neither R. nor Robert, 
but straight Bob Thompson. He is studious, 
moral and attentive to business. He has an inter- 
esting family; his wife isa most excellent woman. 
Bob has ability, a rustler in his profession, suited to 
receive and return the shafts of force, wit and 
repartee in a rough and tumble legal battle. 

The Thompsous are good people, good citizens 
- and representatives of the old Southern stock. 
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JOHN M. PATTERSON AND 
Peary 


al 56 alts DG & 


John M. Patterson was another citizen of Smith 
county,” who spent a busy and useful life as a 
pioneer in the early history of Tyler and Smith 
county, up to his death, which occurred a few 
years ago. 

John M. Patterson was born in South Carolina, 
November the rq4th, 1817; moved to Alabama; and 
thence to Texas, settled in Tyler, in February, 
1848. Hewasa leading business ian, and through 
energy and good judgement, his life was a success. 
He nad a kindly feeling for his neighbers, who in 
return commended him for his good traits of 
character. Huis wife, a most intelligent and Chris- 
tian woman, has joined him in ‘tthe shade of the 
trees,’’ beyond the dividing line. John M. Pat- 
terson was loved and appreciated for his worth and 


true manhood. His courtesy and gentlemanly 
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deportment, together with his sterling worth asa 
business man, naturally, put him to the front as a 
leader. He always had more or less farming 
interest, and he mastered the details, counted the 
cost, pushing the work with good results. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson raised quite a large 
fanuly of children. I call to mind some of this 
family. 

Julius Saunders, a step-sou of John M. Patter- 
son, is a well known business man of Tyler, an 
old merchant and all-round man in the affairs of 
life. Julius made a good record as a private and a 
Lieutenaut in Douglas’ Texas battery, in the Con- 

a, 
federate army. 

Mrs. Thos. J. Ingram, who lives south of 
Tyler. Her husband, Phos. J. Ingram, 1s a leading 
farmer, aud a thorough-going citizen. 

Thomas Patterson diced several years ago. He 
was a munber one business man, and a man of 
the best. mpulses. 

Fred Patterson was a merchant; tax collector 
of Smith county, and farmer. He died several 
years ago. He was a very popular man. 

Pink Patterson resides in this city; heisa 
leading business man; has a very intelligent 
family. 

The Pattersons are good people aud worthy 


represeutatives of the old South Carolina stock. 
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CHAPTER LAA. 


F. L. Lowery was born in Guinett county, 
Ga., thirty-one miles north of Atlanta, June rsth, 
tong. Se was 4 son of David and Ann Lowery. 
David Lowery was a son of Charles and Sarah 
Lowery, ‘who was “a native of South Carolina. 
Charles Lowery served in the war of 1812, under 
Andrew Jackson. He was married to Ann Ben- 
nett, March 13th, 1817; moved to the Cherokee 
Purchase in North Georgia in February 1831— 
five years before the Indians were moved—and 
there raised a family of children. 

When F: L. Lowery left Cass county, now 
Barto county, he was the oldest resident of that 
county, as his father and brothers moved from 
there before he did. FF. L. Lowery married Miss 
Sarah Lowery, June 30th, 1846, a daughter of 


James and Catherine Lowery, of Cherokee county, 
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Ga....They. had. six children—Anna Catherine, 
James David, William C.,-ENen A., Samuel W., 
Sarah. E.; all died while young, except Anna, 
James and Sarah. Daniel 2 

Anna C. married Dr. ic McGuffie ana raised 
five children. Dr. MeGuffie died several years 
ago. Mrs. McGuffie died at Athens. They are 
both buried at Starrville, Texas. 7 | 

James D. Lowery married Miss Paradine Duke; 
they had two.children. He resides in .Waco. 
Mrs. Duke 1s dead, : | 

Sarah E. married H. C. Wood, a prominent 
farmer of, this county. They have three children 
—one girl and two, boys. 
| F, Ty Lowery removed from rem gia to Ala- 
bama, remaining there one year, and thence buck 
to Atlanta.and lived there nearly two years; left 
there and removed to Center, Alabama, and_fol- 
lowed the business of a merchant with success for 
four years, then removed to Texas in 1855, locat- 
ing at Starrville, in Smith county, in 1858. He 

Was a promtuent citizen and merchant. 

During the war he ran-a grist mill for the gov- 
ernment. When the civil warclosed, he opened up 
business, doing a general mercantile trade until 
1880, when he removed to Tyler and has been a 
citizen of our city from that date. Mrs. Lowery 


died April 20th, 1896, and thus passed away a good, 
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Christian woman. She was buried in Tyler cem- 
etery. Me went back to Georgia and on 
the 17th of June, 1897, he married Miss Elizabeth 
Lowery, the daughter of Daniel and Nancy Low- 
ery, who reside in that state. He still lives in 
Tyler and keeps a boarding house. His present 
wife is quite an accomplished woman—full of busi- 
ness and energy, possessing rare traits .of woman- 
hood. 

F. L. Lowery has long been a citizen of Smith 
county, holding a yood business record as an up- 
right Christian gentleman. He is a member of 
the Methodist church and has always been a con- 
stant worker for the cause of Christianity: His 
children and grand children cccupy good positions 
in life, in business and society. He is one man 
who always looked on the best side of humanity, 
passing a dife in Smith county full of the duties 
and tender affections that makes life more beauti- 
ful and tolerable. He has always enjoyed the 
confidence of this people as his life has been one of 
gentleness, forbearaiuce, yet with candor he met 
things as they came. He has set an exemplary 
life for his descendanés to follow. 


= ited anita at A borrisit : 
at obiest odw 12 
op aqaod bik sane 
qinooo8 tts stivp et atiw 
tiazaraoq . U3 som bas zest 
ood 
ots 
| aedl yranol J ao 
ARS 2 gz eniblort agus | 
r oe rata a3 arog mBitett 1D sdgit 2 
ep gwls. asad, bas da tulo saibodight om, 
epiiaitd lo syne St? Yoh roitow eee 
a — do. 
boog " Wqirs0o 119 title basrg bit stblr oF 
wisinoe g zaoniznd ft ail: wd . 


ja9d oi} to boslool 2 eswih ow” 


ee a 


et 


asitnd silt to Iipt yianeo Hime at tt « gai 
“ined sort StH aodse ded} eotioaits a 1abao? bi br 
a 
} ‘bayoirs gyowis aed oH .aldsrslot ban | in 
ro weed anit tif ated an aliqoog airii to sud 


tom orf tobmne tiv ioy, spiizinadtot jt 


urelg in 3x4 We yo2 2g 3! 26 39 yond zit agintda i 
iy } 1 ime 
is | woltot of aimnbers2es 4b aid val | stil 


Nok — ec he ‘ Ll 


ads oe 





TR Avs Halal Bs}: ANireOdid) be RY 
eer Cee Ie Lr, 


CHAPTER LANIE. 


Ira Ellis was born in Bourbon county, Ken- 
tucky, and moved to Texas, in 1838, from 
Franklin county, in his native State. He first 
settledin San Augustine, Texas,and remained there 
a prominent business man until 1849, when he 
removed to Smith county, and settled in Tyler, 
living here up to his death, which occurred on 
the 25thof April, 1878. Hewasa leading merchant 
in Tyler before the civilwar. After the war he was 
county surveyor fora number of vears. He was 
held in high esteem as a business man; noted for 
his intelligence, energy and industry, winning the 
confidence of the people, keeping it to his death. 
He left behind him an intelligent family, who are 
among the best people. 

He was thoroughly aSouthern man; although too 


old during the civil war to be an active participant 
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in the front, he gave the cause his aid and means © 
to advance the Scuthern arms. The writer kindly 
remembers him and his good wife for several articles 
of highly prized clothing while a Confederate 
soldier boy. 

Ira Ellis built the first brick house built in 


Tyler, and lived in it for years. It now stands as 





a monument to his business enterprise—a land mark 
to the memory of one of the best men Smith 
county ever had. 

Mr. Ellis’ name.and good deeds appear often 1n 


other chapters. 
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MINYARD GILLIAM AND 
RAWIILY. 


Chit Leo oe 


Minyard Gilliam was born in Lawrence county, 
,». C., in the year 1801. His wife was born in the 
“same state and county, im 3rS04. Her maiden 
name was Harris. They both emigrated with 
their parents to Tennessee, in 1812, and they were 
married in Franklin county, Tenn., in 1820, and 
resided in that county aud state until the year 
1854, where they raised a large faintly of children 
—fourteen, and all lived tc be grown, only one 


dying in Tennessee, the balance—thirteen in 





nuniber—all emigrating to Texas with their par- 
ents in the year 1854, settling in Smith county, 
in the neighborhood of Jameston. Sarah Ann, the 
oldest, married A. M, Garrett, in Tennessee; died 
in 1856, leaving seven children. Garrett is. still 
living in Simith county. The children all enn- 


grated west several years ago. W. H. Gilliam, the 
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next oldest, married in Tennessee, a Miss Caroline 
Garrett. “They raised a family of eight children. 

Both are now dead. 

Eliza married §. H. Ashley, who raised a large 
family of children, who have emigrated to other 
parts of the State. Mrs. Ashley is. living in 
Western Texas. 

Anna married Isaac Gibson; they had five 
children; all are dead. 

Richmond married Miss Garrett; lhe is dead. 
The widow and two sons live in Bell county, 
Texas. 

) Ha: Gilliam married Miss Keele, and both 
reside in Tyler: they had nine children; six are 
living. 

Nancy married John P. Gibson; both are dead; 
had a large family; only four of the family are 
living. 

A. J. married Miss Moore; they had six chil- 
dren; five are living. 

Minyard Gilliam married Miss Douglass; both 
are aead; raised six children. 

Carrie. married J. B. Reilly, both are dead; 
had seven children: five are living. 

G. W. married twice; first married Miss Arnold; 
had two children; mother and children are 
dead; second marriage with Miss Martin; have 


three children; second wife dead. 
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Emma married C. M. Graybill; have three 
children; C. M. Graybill is dead. 

HT. V. Gilliam married Miss Hla Hollinsworth; 
had nine children; eight living. 

Minyard Gilliam, Sr., died in 1888, at the age 
of eighty-seven; his wife died in 1894, aged 
ninety years. 

Five of the boys were in the Confederate army; 
all returned home; only one wounded, W. H.; 
three out of the five are now living. “H. R. Gil- 
liam was a Confederate captain. 

The Gilliams stand high in public estimation, 
They comprise an intelligent citizenship. In 
religious belief they are Baptists. In politics they 
are democrats, and it is said never scratched a 
ticket. 
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CHARLES Lak. 


J. C. Edwards was born in Polk county, North 
Carolina, August roth, 1833, and lived there un- 
til he was a grown man. He removed to Wilkin- 
son county, Georgia, in 1855, aiid lived there 
three years. In 1857, he married Miss Mattie M. 
Blow, a daughter of Geo. W. and Elizabeth Blow, 
of Wilkinson county. They had twelve children, 
of whom three are dead and nine living viz.: 

Dawid LME.,. Robt. Lee.. Henry Gracy, Joe 
Jackson, Benjainin Franklin, Mrs. Annie Ton- 
cray, Mrs. Laura Guinn, Misses Mattie, Louisa, 
Ella Izora. ‘Those dead are John W. and two 
boys died in infancy. 

Mr. Edwards came to Texasin1858, settling nine 
miles east of Tyler. Before the war he was over- 
seer for the Noland’s, near Winona. In 1862, he 


enlisted in Capt. Lewter’s company, 15th Texas, 
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and served during the war—part of thetime with the 
eugineer corps. He came to Smith county a poor 
man, but by his industry, economy and energy 
has accuniulaied quite a competency in this life. 
He has educated his children and they are popular 
in business and sociai life. His word is as good 
as any man’s in this county and no mortgage covers 
any of his property. He is a leading farmer. 
David M. Edwards married Miss Ella Jackson, 
of Henderson county, Texas, in 1879. She died 
soon after the war. In 1883, he married Miss 
*TIzora I. Ansley, of Erath county. They had six 
children—Fred Patterson, Birdie Muller, David 
Francis, Bonnie, Corrie Inez, Runa Wadel. 
Robert L. Edwards married Miss Jennie 
Weaver, a pretty daughter of Josh Weaver, a 





prominent Smith county farmer and citizen. He 
is now one of the popular clerks of Taylor, Boon 
& Wadel. They have two children—Lucy May 
and Robert Lee. 


Henry Grady Edwards married Miss Joe Noble, 
the lovely daughter of Capt. 5. E. Noble, of 
Omen, Texas, who is a Mexican and a Confeder- 

ate veteran. They have two children—Catherine 
and Joseph Enimerson. He is one of the teachers 
in the Omen High School. 

Auna Elizabeth married E, H. Toncray, who 

died a few years ago. The widow lives with her 
father, and has one child—Heury. 
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Laura C. married J. C. Guinn, who resides on 
a farm eight miles east of Tyier. They have two 
children—Mason Karl and Arthur Lee. 

Mattie, Louisa, Joe Jackson, Benjamin Frank- 
lin and Ella Izoro live with their parents. 

J. C. Edwards came to Texas a poor man, but 
by thrift, energy and perseverance has acquired a 
good estate, while his children are following in his 
footsteps in business and moral life. 

The Edwards family stand well and are a go- 
a-head people along the lines of business success; 
' all intelligent and business people—the material 
that goes to make up a solid, substantial commu- 
nity. The elder Edwards is a fair sample of 
what a man can doin Smith county, if he only 
has the nerve aud vim to go to work in a way to 
succeed will reach the coveted prize, as he has 
done. The way is open and success assured, ifthe 
proper tact is at hand and the full physical and 
mental force is put in action. 
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M. J. Dean was born in Anderson district, 
South pCarctings: Masel. goth,.t83 th. Case, to 
Texas in the fall of 1851, landing at Galveston 
Nov. ist, of that year, and traveled over the greater 
part of Eastern Texas. He thought more of. ‘‘the 
girl he had left behind him’? than of penetrating 
the great West Texas, hence he returned to South 
Carolina in 1852 and married Miss Faumie Rice, 
au accomplished young woman of the Palmetto 
state, remaining there until 1559 before returning 
to Texas—first to Dallas county, and in 1860, he 
settled two miles south of Tyler, and soon after the 
war, moved to his present home in the Indian 
Creek community. Mrs. Dean was born in_ the 
city of Anderson, May the 3rd, 1833, in the state 
of her marriage. 


Major and Mrs. Dean had born to them seven 
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children]: Y,, I. R., O..W., Walter E,, Lou J., 
R.. A..and Bettie .N. 

1m, Jume, 1861, M. J. Dean. enlisted. .1n. Capt. 
Wim. H. Smith’s company, 7th Texas (Gregg’s) 
infantry. He was made 2nd Lieut. of the com- 
pany. The regiment was made prisoners at the 
surrender of Fort Donaldson. Lieut. Dean was 
detailed to bring home the remains of — Jones 
and Judson Epperson, of the same company, who 
had died at Hopkinsville, Ky., thus escaping the 
priscned fate of that heroic garrison. Another 
fact worthy to preserve here, is, that these two 
gallant Smith county boys were the first Confeder- 
ate dead consigned to the mother earth inthe Tyler 
cemetery. After performing this sad duty to his 
dead comrades, he returned east of the Mississippi 
river, reported 11 person to Gen. Beauregard, re- 
signed his position, returned to this department, 
joined the 15th Texas. infantry, remaining with 
that command until the end of the civil war. He 
is a Southerner of firm convictions, loyal to her 
institutions, hence, he made a loyal, gallant Con- 
federate soldier. 

J. Y. Dean married Miss Nettie Chambliss. 
They had twelve children—Fannie M., Ann L., 
Walter..W.,. Thomas, Claud) F., Nettie, Clara, 
Bettie E., Lucy, Ruth, Cecil and Jessie M. - 


I. R. Dean married Miss Jennie B. Soword, | of 
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Weatherford, Texas. Have seven children—<Asa, 
Patilye« Roy) (Charles uM) Frank Al,” Horace 
and Lizzie M. 

Walter Dean married Miss Mary Shelton. 
They had five childrersn—Fannie M., Edna, Walter 
E., Merchison and Trigg—the last two are twins. 
Walter FE. Dean died at Clover Bend, Ark., in 
1895. 

Robert A. Dean married Miss Sallie E. Pon- 
der. They had seven children—Rosa, Robert, 
Roy P., Fannie M.; Winnie, Jetter and Wayne F. 

Bettie N. Dean married James S. Swann. They 
have five children—Fannie M., Sam D., Alice I., 
Willie Louis and James L. 

One grandchild married—daughter of O. W. 
Dean—who married G. A. Greer, of Bosque coun- 
ty, Texas. They have two children—Pearle and 
Gilbert. 

The Dean family are intelligent, good progress- 
ive people who stand well at home and abroad. 
Three of the boys are eminent preachers. J. R. 
Dean taught school in Tyler; afterwards a profes- 
sor in the Sani Houston Normal Institute at Hunts- 
ville, Texas. 

M. J. Dean has performed his part well in Iife, 
setting a good example. He built the Dean church 
house at his own expense, a@ monument to his 


Christian liberality. He and his excellent wife 
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have given their children good educational advant- 
ages, and the children improved the opportunity by 
diligent study. ‘The parents of the Dean fannly 
are worthy representatives of the people who came 
here before the civil war—loyal to God, country 
aud home. 

M. J. Dean is a well informed and_ practical 
farmer, deriving profit from advanced and intelli- 
gent farming. He was the pioneer in raising the 
ribbon cane and making syrup in Simith county. 
_It has grown to be a large and profitable industry, 
since the planting made by Major Dean back in 
thesearly "70's. 

Rey. J.iYs) Deam was licensed asa ‘Baptist 
minister by Dean church, in Smith county, in 
1572; was ordained a few years later by Edom 

saptistchurch. Huis ministerial duties were mostly 
in Western Texas, where he was appreciated. He 
has since become a preacher of the Gathered 
Brethren, 

Rev. I. R. Dean graduated at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee. He was made a licensed Baptist preacher 
by the Huntsville Baptist church, and filled the 
pulpits, as pastor, at Huntsville, Waxahachie and 
other churches with great ability. He changed to 
the Gathered Brethren and is doing work asa 
preacher of that faith and order. 


Rev. O. W. Dean resides in Bosque county, 
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aud about 1S90, feit impressed to preach. Heisa 
tulented Baptist preacher, and has filled some very 
Important charges. Fle ts a successful revivalist; 
succeeds wherever he preached. He interests the 
people, wakes up the church and accomplishes 
great good. Heis at present in charge of Maus- 
field and Pleasant Point churches, of Tarrant 
county, Texas. 

As preachers and citizens, the Dean brothers are 
brilliant, talented and popular, ard work with an 
hovest zeal for the Christiat cause they have 
wespoused. 

The grandiather of Moy? “Dean “was born “in 
Viromia, 1754, his crandntuther was ‘Dorin 
Hagerstown, Maryland, a few vears later. They 
moved to South Carolina just after the close of the 
war of 1776. His grandfather died in that state 
August r4th, 1826; his grandmother died in 
April, 1836. His mother’s father, Major Lewis, 
was. bor hr “ignhaon. chrary , 3Va.; tH 78h aid 
enngrated to South Carolina, near the close of the 
eighteenth hundreth century. In 1803, he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Morehead, of Union county, South 
Carolina. His grandfather died aim Anderson 
county, “thatostate; Ateust ‘sili’ 37h His 


vrandimother died in the same couuty, mm 1s6e2. 
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J. M. Clay emigrated from the State of Miss- 
issippi to Smith county in 1849. He was an old- 
timer of good standing, devoting his life to farm- 
ing. He died some years ago in thiscounty. He 
was! therrfather).of John\'Ms, \RoberfsCs;, EF. L. 
(Loss), and Martha. ‘hese children raised faimi- 
lies and died in Smith county. Each bore a good 
name for honesty aud integrity, performing the 
duties of life faithfully. Hence you see several 
branches of the Clay family are citizeus of this 
county. 

John M. Clay was the father of several children, 
but the data is not at hand to give the particulars. 
They reside mostly in the Indian ‘Territory. 
John M. was a joily good fellow, industrious and 
as a good story teller, he was hard to beat. He 


Was a companionable aud pleasant associate. 
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Robert C. Clay was a Baptist minister of force 
of cnaracter. He was a number one preacher. 
His children reside in this city. He died a num- 
ber of years ago to the deep regret of relatives and 
many friends. He was the father of Thos. J., 
Wn. L.., Johnnie, Emma and Robert O. Will- 
122, aud Johnnie are dead. 

Thies) !J Clays a. bisigess.nan., of .‘Tyler,.a 
dealer in pianos and organs, doing a big trade. 
He is full of energy and pushes his business to 
the front 1n a method to reach success. Wis first 
_wife was the pretty and attractive Miss. Leua 
Murphy, the daughter of Arch Murphy, deceased, 
who was one of Tyler’s most prominent and = suc- 
cessful business menu. She died some years ago. 
His second marriage was with Miss Anme Seibel, 
of San Antonio, one of the fairest aud most intelli- 
gent young ladies of the Alamo City. He has a 
handsome home and pleasant surroundings. 

Wim. L. Clay was a good business man. He 
died a few years ago. He married Miss May 
James, of Marshall, Texas, who now resides in 
that city. She is an amiable, accomplished 
woman, 

Emma married James L. Lavender of | this 
county. Mr. Lavender is a good business man 
and a rustler along the lives to ‘git there.’’ His 


wife is quite a lovely woman pessessing attractive 
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traits of character that makes womanhood so 
charming. 

Robert O. Clay possesses fine business quali- 
fications. Heisa genial pleasant associate and 
an intelligent young man. 

EL, Clay CLoss) married Miss Sue Hill, one 
of the attractive daughters of Wm. (Uncle Billy) 
Hill, who the people of Tyler so kindly remember. 
She was pretty and accomplished. Kk. L. Clay 
was a successful man, leaving at his ceath a hand- 
some estate. They raised four children—Enmmett, 
Orkey, Ben, James and Will Tom. Emmett has 
a good paying position in Mexico. Miss Orkey 
married Judge Young, of Kentucky, a prominent 
lawyer of the blue-grass state. Ben and James 
are in business and Will Tom is in school. 

FE. L. Clay was a man of pleasant address and 
popular as a business man and citizen. His wife 
is a charming woman—very popular when a girl. 

The widow resides in a handsome residence on 
West Ferguson street. 

The three brothers—John, Robert and Loss, 
were in the Confederate army and made first-class 
soldiers. 

The elder Clays helped to build this country 
from a wilderness resulting in its preseut teeming 
population. How well did the old pioneer build? 


The younger generation are traveling the beaten 
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path, but it’s strewn now with more flowers and 
less thorns than then. 

Martha J. Clay married Wm. D. Walker, the 
father of Lee and Frank. They will receive men- 
tion in another chapter, as will other members 


not mentiovued here. 
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CHAPTER LAAYIIL 


The following is clipped from the Tyler Re- 
porter, Dec. 9th, 1871, that contains an account of 
the death of these two gentlemen at the hands of a 
lot of brutal negroes who had been niade policemen 
during the days of reconstruction under the ad- 
mlimistration of Edmond J. Davis, then governor of 
Texas. It was one of the most shocking and 
brutal murders ever committed in Smith county, 
and I have copied the report as given by the Re- 
porter in fullas the best detailed account, as it 
was then fresh'in the mind of the reporter of that 
paper: 

‘On the public square of our city, last Wednes- 
day, just at dark, Capt. F. A. Godley and Capt. 
R. E. House were attacked and killed by a crowd 
policemen and other negroes. Our heart sickens 


aud our pen falters at the recital. Details have 
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been difheult to cbtain, and we may err in at- 
tempting to report the affair, because rumors and 
statements are conflicting, and we can only give 
them as we hear them. On Wednesday morning 
there arrived here some sixteen gentlemen from 
Wood county, as prisoners arrested under the Ku- 
Klux law, we believe. These arrests, we under- 
stand, are in connection with a difficulty which 
occurred some time ago at Quitman, in which one 
Brock was shot and wounded by the sheriff of that 
county atd his posse while resisting arrest. The 
sheriff of Wood county and his deputies were 
among the prisoners brought here by the Deputy 
U.S. Marshal, and it is very generally believed 
that the plot, of which there is strong indication, was 
for the purpose of harm to those ofhcers. About 
dark a negro policeman, Ran Johnson, met the 
Wood cornty sheriff, Mr. Williams, and demanded 
his pistol. The sheriff convinced him that, being 
an officer, he had a right to carry his_ pistol, 
though he had none at that time. We believe 
‘Capts. Godley and House were both with Sheriff 
Williams at that time, both being lawyers, and 
had been or were about being retained as counsel 
by the prisoners. The policeman then demanded 
a pistol from Capt. House, but he told them he 
had none. Shortly after this several of the Wood 


county gentlemen, accompanied by Capt. House, 
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went from the City Hotel to Scott’s saloon, where, 
we understand, they found Capt. Godley still in 
conversation with the policeman, Johnson, and 
perhaps others. There was at this time a con- 
siderable crowd of negroes collected about the 
saloon and upon the street in front, apparently all 
much excited. Capts. Godley and House, with 
the Wood county gentlemen, left the saloon and 
started in the direction of the hotel. When they 
liad got some seventy-five yards off, about the 
Southeast corner of the court yard, one of the 
party was missed, and was said to be back at the 
saloon. Several proposed to return for him, but 
Deputy U. S. Marshal Griffin told them to remain 
where they were and he would bring him. He 
went back, and as he came up to the crowd again 
with the missing man,a large crowd of negroes, 
policemen, etc., came upin his rear. Some one 
among the negroes spoke and said ‘‘there are more 


pistols in this crowd.”’ 


Capt. House was called 
for by one or more of them. He answered, and 
the negroes, one or more of them, said “‘he’s got a 
pistol—shoot him, damn him, shoot him!’’ Upon 
this Ran Johnson raised his gun to shoot House, 
when Capt. Godley caught hold of it and told him 
not to shoot—that there was no necessity for it. 
Thereupon Johnson jerked the gun from Godley 


and instantly shot him; and immediately turning, 
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he shot and instantly killed Capt. House. Godley 
was shot in three different places, and died about 2 
o'clock Thursday morning. Almost instantly 
after the first gun fired, there was a general and 
pronuscuous firing by the negroes, and it is esti- 
mated that from twenty-five to fifty shots were 
fired. Ifthere was any firing by whites, the evi- 
dence has not revealed it, and it is said there were 
no arins among the whites. One white man got a 
shot in the thigh and another was shot in.the foot. 
Two or three negroes were slightly wounded. 

‘For several hours after the killing, excitement 
ran high, but there were no demonstrations of 
further trouble. As soon as the shooting ceased, 
the negroes fled in all directions, and notwith- 
standing the sheriff and a number of deputies were 
busy all night, but one arrest was made. 

‘The next morning, as soon as Judge Norton 
came in, he was informed of the whole matter, and 
went to work in great earnestness to ferret out and 
have arrested the guilty parties. At the time we 
write, some twelve or fifteen negroes have been ar- 
rested, and an investigation was begun this morn- 
ing. Many warrants have been issued, and the 
civil officers and citizens are working energetically 
and harmoniously together. 

‘We have tried simply to tell the circumstances 


‘of this matter as we have been able to gather 
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them, forbearing comment until a judicial investi- 
gation takes place. Much remains to be said. 
The lives of two valuable citizens have, as we _ be- 
lieve, been causelessly sacrificed. What does all 
this mean? ‘The answer to this question involves 
considerations of the gravest nature. For the 
present, however, we forbear.’’ 

It is worthy of note here that not one of these 
brutal murderers were ever convicted; escaped 
from jail and have evaded arrest. 
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Dr. L. W. Smith was born in Rockingham 
county, North Carolina, in 1822, and moved with 
his father’s family to McNary county, Tennessce, 
where he was principally raised. His grand- 
father, Wim. Smith, was a Revolutionary soldier, 
enlisting from North Carolina. His father was a 
prominent school teacher in Tennessee, where the 
subject of this sketch was educated, and afterwards 
graduated in medicine, standing high in his_ pro- 
fession during his life. He practiced medicine in 
Alabama for a number of years, during which 
time he married Miss Nancy Ann Williams, one 
of the daughters of Col. Thomas Willams, a 
prominent planter of Tuscaloosa and Pickens 
county, Alabama. After his marriage, he returned 
to Tennessee and was a noted physician, merchant 


aud farmer up to coming to Texas, in 1855, locat- 
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ing in the Bascom neighborbood in Simith county, 
where he was killed by being thrown from a mule, 
while returning from a visit toa patient in 1864. 
His loss was a serious one to his family and the 
community, 

Dr. Smith was a large planter of Smith 
county, owning a large number of slaves, Hewas 
a humane slave owner and took special pains to 
see that they were treated well and kindly. It 
was well known that he was a man of great intel- 
ligence, a devout member of the Methodist church 
and a Christian gentleman of that Southern type 
that was famous before the civil war. He was a 
surgeon in the Confederate army, but by a_ special 
petition of the citizens of his community he re- 
turned home the last year or two of the war and 
practiced medicine for that community up to his 
unfortunate and untimely death, just before the 
close of that great struggle between the states. 
Dr. Smith was a strong, Southern man and identi- 


>) 


fied with the cause of the South. Only two of the 
William Smith family lived in Smith county— 
Rev. Caleb H. Smith and the subject of this 
sketch. 

Dr. Smith raised four children to be grown 
and gave them the advantages of the best schoo!s 
of the country. Dr. and Mrs. Smith raised the 
following children, two boys and two girls—Thos. 


P., Samuel P., Mary Zelda and Martha Joan. 
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Thos. P. Smith married Miss Mary Bell Long, 
one of the daughters of Capt. Richard B. Long of 
Tyler; mention is made elsewhere. Rev. Thos. 
P. Smith became prominent as a minister of the 
Methodist church. Tie was a great preacher and 
accomplished great geod in life, and his loss was 
a serious one to his conference and people. He 
died at Marshall, ‘Texas, February tath. 1900. 
fie swareuresidss “in /Tylers:.Rev.><“Thomage, PF. 
smith was a lovable character, a great preacher, 
and accomplished much good by his religious life. 

Samuel P. Smith was a bright young man. 
He was killed in a personal difficulty a few years 
after the war. He hada promising future before 
him. ..He married Miss. Rebecca Hill, a pretty 
gave nter-o Col. Jas: C.. Hill; ‘both. are..dead. 
They had one child—-Lela, who now lives in 
Ennis, Texas. She married J. W. Craig, a prom- 
inent young lawyer of that city, and they have 
three children. 

Zelda married Captain Sid S. Johnson, both 
residing in Tyler, Texas. They had eight chil- 
dren, (losing the youngest); have seven living. 
The names of the children—Sidney 5., Jozelle, 
Mary Bell, Idell Thomas, Annie, Carl, Willie and 
Paula (the latter dead). 

Sidney §. Johnson, Jr., is a young lawyer of 
Spokaue, Washington. 
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Dr. L. W. Smith was a successful man in the 
busines affairs of life. He was noted for his liber- 
ality in the interest of his people and community. 

His sad death was greatly lamented by the be- 


reaved family, and deeply regretted by the people 
who knew him. 
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Jozelle married Justin C. Smith, who is in the_ 
postoffice department at Houston, Texas. They 
have three children-—Zelda, Justin and Janie May. 

Mabel married Charles Grey Burks, who is an 
employee of the Texas and Pacific railroad, and 
they reside at Fort Worth, Texas. They have 
one little girl—-Winnie. 

Idel] Thomas is a teacher in the public schools 
of Tyler. She is single and lives with her par- 
ents. 

Annie married O. B. Taylor, who is in the un- 
dertaking business in Tyler. They have two 
children, Stanuie Reaves and Margarett. 

Carl and Willie are living at home and both 
students in the schools of Tyler. 

Joam marrved Dr. JocWeShinford) a-native of 
North Carolina. He graduated in medicine and 
was a man of fine intelligence and very popular. 
He died some few years ago to the regret of all 
who knew him. The widow lives three miles 
south of Tyler. By this marriage they have 
raised six children—Claude, Clyde, Thomas P., 
Pearl, Samuel S. and Zelda. 

Claude Shuford is in the postal service at Aus- 
tin, Texas. He is single. .Clyde married Miss 
Nora Pittman; they have one child. Thomas P. 
married Miss May Fex; they have one child. The 


other children are living with their mother. 
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Biko’ MOLLIFE E. SMOORE 
DAV Id. 


CHAPTER LXXX. 


The old citizens of Tyler remember Miss 
Mollie E. Moore, who was a school girl here before 
the war. Her poetical genius attracted attention 
in her girlhood, before she had reached the age of 
fifteen. «infact, at the age of thirteenishe had 
written some sparkling lines, filled with the loftiest 
sentient under the inspiration of the god of the 
Muses. Poetry is a gift; born, never acquired. 
I remember her well and kindly as a frail girl of 


sparkling genius. All remember her with an 
affectionate regard. She married Maj. Davis, and 
now resides in New Orleans, Louisiana. Mollie 
Moore Chapter, Daughters of the Confederacy, of 
Tyler, was named after her, as a kindly sentiment 
of affection for this talented and gifted lady. A 
mention of her family, at one time honored resi- 
dents of Smith county, should find a place in this 
chapter. 
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John Moore, son of Richard Moore and Senith 
Hartwell, his wife, was born at the old Hartwell 
Homestead, (Hartwell Homestead 1S0 years old), 
at Osterd, Miass)5) tn worse married “in 1847, 
Marian’ °Tjuctnda'® ‘Crutchfield,’ : “of ° “Virginia; 
graduated in médicine, and settled on a plantation 
near Taladega, Alabama; in 1858, removed with 
his family to West Texas, (San Marcos), and the 
next year to Garden Valley, and afterward to their 
country home, (Sylvan Dell). 

In 1861, Dr. Moore’s oldest son, Thomas 
Oscar, enlisted in the Confederate army; and in 
1861, Hartwell, his second son—Thomas in the 
ath Texas Tifantey; Hartwell in the” rst "Texas, 
Hood’s brigade. Both served during the war. 

In. 1867, Dr. Moore removed to Galveston, 
Texas, where he diced in 1879. Mrs. Moore died 
in 1867. 

Thomas married Miss Sallic Thomas, of Wash- 
ington county, and lives at Comanche, Texas. 

Hartwell married Miss Rosa Dawson, of Gal- 
veston, Texas; diced in 1897, 1n New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

Mrs. Mollie Moore Davis began to write 
verses at the age of nine years. Her carliest 
poems published, appeared in the Tyler Reporter 
and Houston Telegraph. She wasedueated matmly 
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t home and in the schools of Tyler, Texas. Her 
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first paid work appeared in the Galveston News 
Immediately, her work appeared in magazines, com- 
manding good prices. 

I clip the following from the current literature 
of 1899, as one of the compliments of this gifted 
lady, knowimg that her many frinds will read it 
with pleasing interest; especially, those who knew 
her in Tyler before she was grown: 

“A dark-browed, old brick mansion in Royal 
street, with a dusky, tunnel-like entrance termi- 
uating in the picturesque bit of court yard common 
to the houses in the Hrench Quarter of New Or- 
leans—an old house with a legendary past—is_ the 
residence of Mrs. M. ky. M. Davis, whose recent 
novel, lhe Wire Cutters,” may, be said ito have 
scored one of the literary suecesses of the season. * * 

hts. Davis’ early. yeans; were ie on the 
Alabama plantation of her father, Dr. John Moore, 
a cultivated and genial aa of the old 
school, from her mother she inherited a taste for 
pects, and slic bepau ata vory,, carly, age to 
scribble verse. Her first book, a volume of verses 
entitled “Minding the Gap and Other Pocms,”’ 
appeared chat she was sixteen years old. With 
the close of the civil war, In which her father and 
brothers were cngaged, the plantation passed into 
other hands. Its memories wete later embaled in 


a series of tender and pathetic sketches called ‘*In 
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War Times at Rose Blanche.”? "This book has 
been translated into French by Th. Bentzon (Ma- 
dame Blane) and published at’ Paris, France.” 

In 1874, Miss Moore married Major ‘Thomas 
4dward Davis, of Va. Shortly afterwards, they 
removed from Houston, ‘Iexas, to New Orleans, 
Eastin, where May.4 Dayip. Yhecame  editor- 
in-chief ofthe New Orleans Picayune. Mrs. Davis’ 
poems, sketches and short stortes published, at- 
tracted universal approval. Her first novel, ’? Under 
ite, Man lay,” wor -favorchicrcoument. Her 
short history of Pexas, (Under Six Tags) was of 
great merit. Ter peoms, were songs of beauty. 
Her gifted vemus sparkled with gems of thought 
that breathed force and power of thought. Her 
writings appear im the leading journals and maga- 
zines with universal approval. Mrs. Moore 1s now 
writing another novel. 

The writer knew her when a sehool girl in 
Tyler, and read) with curaptured fricndly iiterest 
her carly) poems. 9 J remember when leaving 
Tyler as a Confederate soldier the presentation of a 
flay to the first company that Jeft Smith county, 
and the patriotic poem she read with thrilling 


eloquence and pathos. 
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WM. B. FUNDERBURGH AND 
FAMILY. 


CHADTICC LAA: 


Wm. B. lunderburgh and family removed to 
Smith county in 1854, and settled 6 milessoutheast 
of Tyler, where he opened up a large plantation. 
He was a very intelligent man, a practical farmer, 
a thorough going citizen and a successful man. 

Wm. B. Fuuderburgh was born in Clark 
county, Georgia, May 30th, 1808, and. in a few 
years anoved with lis parents, Isaac and Sarah 
Funderburgh, to Alabama, living with them until 
their death, His father died October 21st, 1835; 
his mother in 1839, both dying in Autaga county, 
Alabama. Wim. B. Funderburgh died on his 
farm, where he first settled, on the 21st day of 
April, 1878, to the bereavement of his fannly, and 
the deep regret of his community. 

He had been married three times. Tirst, to Miss 
Martha Wilson, in Alabama, who died on the sth 
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of September, 1847, in the State of her marriage. 
Several children were the fruits of this marriage. 
His second marriage was with Miss Louisa Works, 
who died in a few months after her marriage. 
His third marriage was with Miss Sarah Wilson. 
From this union they had twelve children; eleven 
are now living. 

The following family history is here given: 

Maltha Celone married R. E.. Davis; she died 
in Louisiana; they had two children; both dead. 

Oakley Oyer married Miss Helen Hill, one of 
the daughters of Col. Jas. C. Hill; he died in the 
Confederate ariny in 1861; he had one daughter, 
Lena, who is now the wife of John S. Hill, living 
in Tyler. 

Onro Lama born ou 16th of Mareh 1840; died 
the same month. , 

Orkney Eric died in the Confederate army in 
1862; he was single. 

Oregon Cologne was born in October, 1841; 


lived only a few days. 

William Walter married Arah Nesbitt, near 
Cainden, Arkansas; are residents of Tyler; have 
one child—Bera Unice. | 

Amanda married Solomon Robbins; they had 
six children; all the family are dead except three 
children—John W., who is the present treasurer of 
the State of Texas; Archie S. and Katie, who lives 
at Athens, Texas. 
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Occo Mantha is the wife Thos. J. Owens, of 
Ennis, Texas. They have four living children, 
two married and two single. | 

Omino Cubo ts the wife of J. M. Bibby, who 1s 
aresident of Tyler, Texas. They have two boys 
and two girls. 

Ozark was born December 3rd, 1856, and died 
September 8th, 1858. 

Orpha Zanah, the wife of W. M. Bloodworth, 
now of Macon, Georgia, has eight children; two are 
married: Lizzie and Maite. 

Osero Lano married the only daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. T. L. Morris. They reside in this city, 
and have three children. 

Orsenica Fidelia married V. N. Barron; they 
reside six miles south of Tyler; they have three 
living children. 

Oglo Bano is a single young man; he resides 
on the homestead. | 

Oto G. married the daughter of G. D. Wilson; 
they have three children; he lives on the old 
homestead. 

Oliver Welch married the daughter of J. T. 
Dickson; he lives near the old home. 

Ontie Otus married Thomas Ingram; they 
have one child; lives five miles from Tyler. 

Ogno Rano and Ogie Oden, (the youngest) are 
single, and reside on the old homestead. 
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Mrs. Sarah Funderburgh, (the third wife), 
died on the 24th day cf January, 1897. She was 
a good, Christian woman; intelligent and bright 
minded; she was a consistent member of the 
Baptist church. 

Win. B. Funderburgh was of German descent. 
He came from that sturdy stock, and pursued in 
life a consistent, sturdy one that made him a_ good 
citizen and a successful, useful man. He was a 
Baptist, a charitable man, and when the summons 
came he was ready for the call His children, 
grand children and great grand children compose a 
good and thrifty part of our enlightened population. 
He set a good example in life; his works of good 
deeds while here were a sure passport to the realms 


of happiness beyond the river. 
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PriOMAS POOL: AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAPTER LXXXTI. 


Thomas Pool was born in South Carolina, April’ 
15th, 1815, and moved with his father’s famuly to 
Sumpter county, Alabama, when a boy. 

Nancy Aultinan was a native of South Carolina, 
born in 1819; moved to Alabama with the Ault- 
man family, when quite a girl. 

In 1836, Thomas Pool and Nancy Aultman, 
were married in Sumpter county, Alabama. 

Thomas Pool and family removed to Texas in 
1855, and settled in the Red Springs (Sand Flat) 
community; remained there until 1966, when they 
moved to the Mt. Sylvan neighborhood, where the 
father and mother died, respectively, in April, 
1890, and February, 1898. 

They were good Christian people and lived up 
to the duties of life they owed to God, their 
church aud their neighbors. 


bar eae 


otsurbrA gon ial bun loo 2amodT ,0¢82 at Very 


— ast! nitw 


a 
















the (THO 


Ps . 


Arig 8 otiup 


LS 


, > ie 
bs ob1 eeruridst bus ,0 10 


| ainadsl f hirer) todquiy 
* rs 7 " 
int eexeT of bevoinst ylitash bas 
~ oT yy ‘7% us a 
(JG 1 busc). : an Si BA , & aa oil mee 
i fot) is ati ¥ OC eT ag 57 ! ? bor itis 
a : A 
* ; " t. tT ns beet ge man teden 
a os stothw ,boodwodd gion peer’ 
tt. i eer F ST t +i 
pICuS. AE ey plaviios 29 310 
ha. mt 
ps vil 





told .bot) of bewe 


bis slqosq mated’) boog stow yout ti, 
ott to 2oidub ab 3 oilt 
ne Idgiout sion 1 be 

= 


. 
Rak ay ~ 


yor 1? 
oul ba 


if eo 
bSsvotr tt. 
SUMMER 


+ neew menuinA vyors 


fron 


torl30 P [ft 


y food vantaitT > 
bas ,2283 satan 
yvienoo rolqurn® 


tab 






: 


; 
y ; 
si eriod i 
vlieast ‘aia ; a 
2. itt barrrare an 
loo anno ¢ ba 
i bolttee bas a8 : 
Kirst ;y penapuitl 120 praiee 
11M add) of bovonr ~ 
“49 


HG f} 


bus. 







a8 ——. 


i, 


D fy 








ne ee 


ee 


ane 


AND MRS. THOS. POOL. 


MR. 


t 


. ~ a 
i ce ings 


, 5 Pe 


2h 
eK 


Jr a 
a ee “er 


1004 .2OHT 2AM Chan 





337 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Pool raised nine chil- 
dren—James F., Henry, John A., Thomas J., 
Clementine, Robt C., I. P., Dora C., Charley W. 

The three oldest—-James, Henry and John— 
served in the Confederate army, making first class 
soldiers. 

James F. married Miss Mary Hitt, but lived 
only a year or two after his marriage, leaving one 
little girl—Jennie. 

Henry Pool first married Miss Susan White, 
and his second marriage was with Miss Carrie 
Tucker. He resides on his farm near Lindale, 
Texas. He raised a large family. 

John A. Pool has been been married twice; 
first with Miss Tiinnie Stroud; the second, Miss 
Angie Magee. . He is a farmer and lives near Mt. 
Sylvan, Texas. 

Thonias J. Pool married Miss Mary White, and 
lived at Mt. Sylvan until his death, which oe- 
curred in 188o. 

Clemeutine, a bright and beautiful girl, lived 
to be only fourteen years of age. 

Robt C. Pool first inarried Miss Georgia Castle, 
and afterwards, Miss Mattie ——. He now resides 
in the Red Springs (Sand Flat) neighborhood, 
near the old homestead his father first settled. 

I. P. Pool was twice married; first, Miss Alice 
Roberts; second, Miss Laura Thorn. He died at 
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Mt. Sylvan, in January, 1899. 

Dora C. Pool, the only danghter that lived to 
be grown, married the Hon. Geo. W. Cross, the 
present popular county judge of Smith county. 
They reside in Tyler. 

Chas. W. Pool married Miss Lula Brown. H. 
is in business in Tyler. 7 

The Pools are leading citizens of Smith county, 
and are leading people in their communities, a 
very intelligent, thrifty, and wide awake people. 
They are fit representatives of their honored 


parents. 
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R. B Hudnal was born in South Carolina in 
1812, and died a few miles northeast of Tyler, in 
June, 1872. He left his native state and removed 
to Montgomery, Ala., and helped to build the 
first capitol built in that city, after its removal 
from Tuscaloosa. He first settled on the Brazos 
river, in 1832, with Austin’s Colony, and _partici- 
pated in the Texas revolution, which won the 
Independence of Texas. After the Independence 
of ‘Texas, he settled in the territory of Anderson 


county, and married Miss Elizabeth Bowen, of a 
highly respected frontier family. 

In-1845, with his young wife, he removed to 
the territory, afterwards comprising the county of 
Smith. When the county lines of Smith county 
were run, he assisted Col. Jas. C. Hill in estab- 
lishing them. He helped to lay off and plot the 
town of Tyler. 
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Mr. Hudnal was a Texas veteran, an intelli- 
gent man, aud could recount the startling events of 
the early struggles of the people of Texas. He 
was under the flag of Mexico, the Republic of Texas, 
the United States, the Confederate States, then a 
return of the Star Spangled’ Banner. He helped 
to regain the Independence of Texas, helped to 
lay the civil structure of government that is cul- 
minating, with rapid strides, to a Greater Texas. 

He was a good, honest citizen—one of the heroes 
that followed Houston, Lamar, Rusk and others 
in throwing off Mexican oppression, and planting 
the civil rights of the Lone Star Republic. 

He raised a good sized family, to venerate his 
good namie and good citizenship. N, B. Hudnal, 
a prominent farmer, living a few miles from 


Tyler, is a son of the old Texas hero. 
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BEN AGM LN: SGOcd fT, AeNeD 
FAMILY. 


Ciba PERL SLY 


Benjamin Scott was born in Abbeville District, 
South Carolina, June the 4th, 1812; diedin Tyler, 
October 31st, 1867. 

He removed from the Palmetto State to Louisi- 
ana, where he married on the Sth day of September, 
1831, Miss Sarah Tretwell. In 1850, he removed 
with his young fanuly to Texas, and settled near 
Tyler, pursuing the occupation o: a farmer. He 
was an intelligent man tpon questions that tended 
to advance the interests of Tyler and Smithcounty. 

Mr. Scott being a good business man, he acted 
as deputy sheriff for awhile, the people noticed the 
prompt manner of his businesscapacity and elected 
him sheriff of Smith county, which position he 
filled with credit to himself and best interests of 
the county. He filled the office for two successive 


terms. In retiring from office, he left behind him 
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a good official record as a full guarantee of his 
capacity and efficiency. 

He was a practical farmer, hence his farming 
interest was closely watched by him, as he thoi- 
oughly mastered the details of this calling. The 
old farm where he settled, (in the edge of town), 
stiil bears his name. 

Mr. Scott was a strong Southern man; (too old 
to go himself), his boys entered the Confederate 
army, making good and gallant soldiers. 

Mrs. Scott lived several years after the death 
ofherhusband. She wasa good, Cliristian woman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott were members of the Metho- 
dist church. 

Me raised a large family of children, and I 
give the names of those of his children that I now 
remember: Mrs. J. J. Smith, William C., Benj. 
F., Marcellus, John D., Mrs. W. D. Weir, Miss 
Bettie -Scott. Wm. C. and Benj. F. are dead. 
The other children mentioned are good citizens of 
Tyler. 
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WILLIAM WIGGINS AND 
FAMLIY. 


CHAPTER LAXXV;, 


William Wiggins was a native of North Caro- 
lina; moved to Alabama, and married Miss Sarah 
Marsh, who was a native Alabamian. He moved 
te Texas in 1850, and settled near Mt. Carmel, 


where he died about the close of the civil war. 





He was a prominent planter—a man of great pop- 
ularity by all who knew him. He was an old, 
Southern gentleman of that school which gave 
the Scuth such prominence for generous hospitality. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wiggins raised four children— 


John M.; Thomas, Mary E. and Ed W. 


John M. Wiggins married Miss Laura Bates; 
they raised four children—Sallie, Mittie, J. W. 
and Ida. Sallie married John P. Smith; Mittie 
married Geo. R. Kennedy; Ida married John B. 
Douglas. Ida died about one year after her 


marriage. J. W. married Miss Mattie Rountree. 
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Gee died several yeas ago, leaving a widow and 
one son-—Chesley. 

Mary E. Wiggins married Geo. W. Bates; 
they raised two children—Jas. W. and Dora. Jas. 
W. was killed in Tyler, soon after the close of the 
civil war. Dora married Chas. Reeves; they have 
three children; they reside in Mineola, Texas. 

Thomas Wiggins married Miss Sallie Wads- 
worth; several children. All dead. 

Ed B. Wiggins married Miss Eliza Roberts; 
they have four children—Lizzie, Mary, Eddie and 
Florence. Lizzie married John A. Bonner; they 
have three children—Edmund, Jack and Elizabeth. 
Mary married Jas. S. Loftin; they have two chil- 
dren—Sophie and Elizabeth. Eddie and Florence 
reside with their parents, No. 540 Bois’dArc St., 
dyler, Lexas. 

The Wiggins families have occupied the front 
seats in business. True to the duties of good 
citizenship, it is truly an intelligent Southern 
family, loyal to Southern institutions and South- 
ern traditions. 
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FRANCIS ODOM AND 
FAMILY. 


CHAPLER LEX XVI. 


Francis Odom was born in Franklin county, 
Ill., November 26th, 1826, and with his. father’s 
family moved to Texas in October, 1833, and set- 
tled at what was afterwards known as the old 
Parker Fort, where the Parkers were murdered by 
the Indians. Francis Cdom married Miss Evaline 
Hatcher, January roth, 1850, in Panola county. 
His wife is now living at Lindale. He came to 
Sinith county in 1850, and settled near the pres- 
ent town of Lindale. The wife of Francis Odom 
was born July rath, 1833, in Jefferson county, 
Ga., and with her father moved to Texas in the 
auttunn of 1839. 

Rev. Francis Odom was a man of great force of 
character, and by industry and honesty he accum- 
ulated quite a competency in life. He was a 


Primitive Baptist minister and lived up to the faith 
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and order of his church. He was ordained to 
preach in July, 1883. He diedat hishomein Lin- 
dale, December 26th, 1897, to the regret of the 
community he had lived in. 

They had born to them ten children; Elizabeth, 
who married J. E. Murphy, and had eight chil- 
dren, all living near Garden Valley in this county. 
Sarah Jane Odom died in June, 1861. Durham 
Odom died in March, 1861. Nannie Odom mar- 
ried F. M. James; they had four children, all liv- 
ing near Garden Valley. Martha Francis Odom 
married E. Sikes, in 1880. She died September 
6th, 1898. The family reside six miles from Lin- 
dale. John K. Odom died in the fall of 1871. 
He had married, and the fruits of this marriage 
were twins, which died in infancy. Jesse F. Odom 
has been married twice; the first marriage was 
with Miss Ada E. Watson, an accomplished young 
woman of Panola county. She died in October, 
1892. His second marriage was with Miss Sallie 
FE. Pope, the intelligent daughter of W. A. Pope 
of Troupe, Texas. They have one child—Jesse 
Pope—about three years of age. 

Thomas Lee Odom is single and is a_progres- 
sive young business man of Lindale. 

Some of the children died when quite young 
and I have no data. 


Rev. Francis Odom was a very popular minis- 
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ter and citizen, and a well informed, intelligent 
man, full of energy and business, being kind- 
hearted and a helper of his community. He went 
through the early struggles of Texas and lived to 
see the great state develop into the grandest com- 
monwealth in the south. He held the office of 
Justice of the Peace, County Commissioner and 
Tax Assessor of this county. His official duties 
were attended to with a strict regard to the duties 
unposed, and an honest integrity that character- 
ized his whole life. He was a generous-hearted 
man with the milk of human kindness that guided 
him in official and private business. He was a 
successful farmer, being a man of method who 
studied well the details of his business. This, with 
intelligence and industry, made him a success in 
life. He was a fit representative of the old-timer 
and a worthy sire of the Cdom fanny. 

Jesse F. Odom is a young lawyer at Lindale, 
and has a good practice. He is very popular and 
commands a good influence in his community, 
being worthy of the confidence of the people. He 
is a young man of fine attainments, being well 
educated. He is forcing himself to the front in 
his profession, being studious, moral and_ strictly 
honest. The future has the silver lining of good 
culmination for him as a lawyer. He possesses a 


well balanced mindand being a good speaker, there 
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is no reason why Jesse Odom should not make his 


mark in the prefession of law. He, like the Odom 
family, bears the good reputation of sincerity and 
integrity. He has a pleasant home, an intelligent 
family, a neat office, and the surroundings natur- 
ally point to a great success. His practice for the 
past several years has made a favorable impression 
on the people of Smith county, and the writer now 
asserts that in the coming years—not far off—he 
will safely land on the top round of the profes- 
sional ladder at the bar. 

Thomas Lee Ocom isa good business young 
man and will lead in whatever he undertakes. 
He is an exemplary young man in his habits, 
strictly moral and the people like him. These 
two Odom brothers stand well in the estimation of 
all who-knew them. 

The Odom family have always been prominent 
iim the community in which they live and the 
father of this branch of the Odom family has left 


behiud him a good example for them to follow. 
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SOLOMON AND JNO. ROB- 
CAE 312 Srpd ©) i ops Shige War oat 


CHAPTER (LXXX Vil. 


Solomon and John Robbins were of English 
descent and trace back their ancestors to many 
generations. ‘These two brothers were natives of 
Montgomery county, Ala. Solomon was born 
April oth, 1818, and John July 2nd, 1824. They 
were models in point of citizenship and devout 
Methodists, living up to the tenets of that great 
organization; strictly honest, moral and religious. 
They helped build churches and schools that 
blazed the way to enlightenment and civilization. 
What Solomon and John Robbins said was marked 
down as the truth, because their integrity was be- 
yond the least question. I have not the full data 
of the later generation, but will mention those I 
now remember. 

Solomon Robbins came to Texas in 1848, but 
returned to Alabama where he married Miss 
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Amanda Funderburg. Remaining there several 
years, he did not remove to Texas until 1859, 
where he died in October, 1878. He raised a fam- 
ily of six children; all lived to be grown. Solo- 
mon Robbins served in the Florida Indian war be- 
fore he was grown, and performed the duties of a 
soldier that characterized his life as a good citizen. 
He was too old to enter the Confederate service, 
but did much service with the state troops, spend- 
ing a large part of his time at Camp Ford doing 
guard and other duty. He was a Mason for many 
years, anda Methodist from boyhood up to his 
death. He was one of those truly Southern men, 
loyal to his country, his God and his fellow-man. 
He never gave a mortgage in his life or asked a 
mau to go his security. His word was his bond 
and it stood at its face value. 

Hon. John W. Robbins, the present State 
Treasurer of Texas, is the son of Solomon Rob- 
bins. He seems to be a ‘‘chip off the old block,” 
as he is a leading Methodist and bears the name of 
‘“Honest John Robbins.’’ He lived in Smith 
county thirty years and moved to Wilbarger county 
in 1889, where his citizenship now is. He is a 
prominent man in Texas and occupies a popular 
and prominent place in Texas politics. He repre- 
sented his district in the State Legislature in 1894; 
re-elected in 1896, and elected State Treasurer in 
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1898, the position he now holds. He isa popular 
man and still has an inviting field before him, and 
the confidence of the people. He married Miss 
parah Long, of this city, the attractive and intelli- 
gent daughter of Capt. R. B. Long, mention made 
in another place. 

Archie Robbins, a younger brother, is the 
popular tax collector of Henderson county. He is 
a very popular official and has the reputation of an 
honest and Christian man. Moral, upright and 
straight in his dealings, makes him a model off- 
cial, a good citizen and a Christian gentleman. 

John W. Robbins, a brother of Solomon, was 
the same type of a Christian man, living up to 
that standard of manhood that made him so very 
popular and a lovable Christian character. He 
married Miss Francis Weaver, a noble, Christian 
woman, the daughter of Col. Wm. Weaver, a 
pronunent farmer and old settler in this county, 
mentioned elsewhere. He madea good Confeder- 
ate soldier, enlisting in the company commanded 
-by W. S. Henderson, and died during the war at 
' New Iberia, La., July 20th, 1863. He died in the 
Christian faith he had practiced, satisfied as to his 
future in the redeeming grace of His Heavenly 
Father. His life was a Christian one, full of the 
zeal of the Redeemer. He, with others, built the 


Bascom church, seven miles east of this city. He 
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came to Texas in 1854, and settled in the Bascom 
neighborhood, where he and his good wife raised 
an interesting family. They had ten children, all 
girls but one. 

Three younger brothers—Peyton, Tom and 
George—all gave up their lives in the Confederate 
cause. 

The Robbins brothers were fine specimens of 
manhood, all over six feet tall, noted for their 
Christian piety, integrity and patriotisin. 

John Robbins’ descendants are scattered over 
Texas and the same characteristic reaches the 
later generations, making them among the best 


people of their respective communities. 
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MATTHEW WOOD AND 
PAIL Y. 


CHAPIER. LXAX VIL. 


Matthew Wood was born in Heury county, 
Georgia, July sth, 1805. He moved to Bibb 
county, Alabama, with his father’s family before 
the Indians had left that country. 

H: murried Miss Mourning Adkinson, of 
Alabama; they had eleven children—M. R., 
bie UGA AS Abi, Esther, W: R., J. F., 
Wao, SEs aad FHC: 

M. R. martied Rachel Goodgame; they had 
two children. J. W. married Jane Thompson; 
they had five children. U. G. married Kittie 
Farrington; they had seven children. L. A. 
married J. F. Baswell; they had one child. Abi 
married W. H. Chancellor. Esther married Isaac 
Longley; they had four children. W. R. married 
Missouri Brooks; they had three children. J. F. 
married Matilda Johnson; they had six children, 
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WH. died‘at the ageof 15.° S. E. married. H. F.- 
Rice; they had nine children. Floyd never 
married. 

Mathew Wood first settied in the Bascom 
neighborhood. He then settled three miles east of 
Tyler where he died. 

He held the office of Justice of the Peace, and 
was mayor of Tyler at one time. He was an 
honest man—-an honest official. He died since thie 
civil war leaving a good name behind him, a good 
heritage for his children. 

The descendants of -Mathew Wood are among 
our best people; intelligent and upright in their 
dealings with their fellow man. 
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WHAM. W. KAD AND 
PAMILY. 


CHAPTER UXKXLX. 


Wm. W. Kidd was born in McNary county, 
Tennessee; removed with his father to Texas in 
1849, and to Smith county in 31850. His father 
settled seven miles east of Tyler, where 
young Kidd remained until 1859, when he settled 
in Tyler. He was a mechanic and soon became a 
prominent contractor and builder, erecting many 
houses, that stand to-day in Tyler as an evidence 
of his skill and industry. 

He was a uumber one Confederate soldier serv- 
ing four years, and scored a good record. 

In October, 1869, he married Mary Pate, one 
of the pretty daughters of W. H. Pate, and sev- 
eral years ago he removed to Amarillo, where he 
and his family reside. He is Justice of the Peace 
at Amarillo, and of course, nakes a gocd one. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kidd have six children—Adella, 
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Thomas, Charles, John, Julia and Willie. Thomas 
married Minnie Britain, and they have three 
children—Annie May, Clyde and Noel. 

Mr. Kidd stands well at Amarillo, and he is 


held in high esteem as an honorable and intelli- 
gent man in Smith county. 
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CAP diacdis UB beNe i. hd Odie 
AND FAMILY. 


CHAPTER XC. 


Captain Reuben E. House was a native of 
South Carolina, but moved with his family to 
Alabama, when quite a boy. His tragic death 
occurred in Tyler, as detailed on page 318 and 
chapter 78, of this book. 

Captain House was married to Miss Loftin, of 
Alabama, a sister to Dr. O. Loftin, of Tyler, and 
Alf Loftin, of Nebo, Texas. 

They raised three children—Reuben J., Nellie 

and Eddie Louise. 
Capt. House moved his family. to Tyler, in 
1865, and began the practice of law, making quite 
a success. He was an educated and knightly 
gentleman of the old Southern school, and had 
many friends. He was a captain in the Confede- 
rate army, and made a spotless record. 


Reuben J. House was a bright young man, and, 
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like his father, was a chivalrous gentleman, He 
marned Miss Inez Blair, of Corsicana, Texas, 
and died within a few years after his marriage. 
His widow survives, and lives in Tyler, at the old 
family homestead. She is a woman of culture 
aud refinement, and loved by all who know her. 

Miss Nellie House was one of the brightest and 
most beautiful young women in this section, and 
married Fred L. Dilley, a prominent business 
man. Unhappily, she only lived a few mouths 
after her marriage. 

Miss Eddie Louise House was married to Hon. 
John M. Duncan, a brilliant lawyer of Tyler. 
They live ina beautiful house, in South Tyler, 


where they entertain their friends in royal style. 


ED W. SMITH, SR, AND 
FAMLIY. 


CHAPTER XC, 


Kd W. Smith, Sr., fourth son of Aaron Stuart 
and Lucinda Smith, was born in Anderson district 
(now county), South Carolina, March oth, 1841. 
When he was about two years old his family 
moved to Georgia and settled near the town of 
Marietta, Cobb county. Here he was brought up, 
receiving first-rate educational advantages in the 
town and country school near by. In 1859, when 
he was eighteen years old, the Georgia property 
was sold and the family moved to Texas and _set- 
tled near the present site of Swan, Smith county. 
This closed his school advantages, with the excep- 
tion of a short similar session taught by his 
brother, Samuel A. Smith, in the old Mt. Lebanon 
community, in 1860. On the 20th of January, 
1861, he began the study of law in the office of 
‘Smith & Crow in Tyler, but soon caught the mili- 
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tary spirit then dominant in the country, and 
went to drilling for service. The drill masters 
were Col. Harney Yarbrough, an old militia ofh- 
cer who had seen some service in the Mexican 
war, and Jas. Howard, a young mechanic from 
the state of Ohio, who afterwards made an excel- 
lent Confederate soldier in Douglas’ battery. The 
cold pursuit of law ‘as expounded by Blackstone, 
did not mix well with the military spirit in the 
mind of a nineteen-year-old boy of ardent tempera- 
ment, and consequently not much progress was 
made in that pursuit. Onthe roth of June, fol- 
lowing, he, with quite a uumber of other young 
men, left Tyler for Dallas under command of Jas. 
P. Douglas, where, a few days later, being joined 
by a like number of young men from that town, 
they were organized into the First Texas battery. 
He was in very frail health when he entered the 
service, and remained so for several months, but 
would not entertain the idea of a discharge. 
From this time on his life was mergcd with the 
life of his company, coustantly on hand, cheer- 
fully obedient to all orders, and ready for any sort 
of service that falls to the lot of a private soldier. 
He probably answered to as many roll calls, and 
did as much fatigue service as any man in the 
battery. At least, heis willing for his comrades to 


pass judgment ou the character of lus services. 
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Just previous to the expiration of the second 
term of enlistment, when the country was_ threat- 
ened with the dissolution of our armics in the 
field, and the conscript measures were pending in 
the Confederate congress, Douglas’ battery was 
perhaps the first military organization in the Con- 
federacy to re-crganize for the war, which she did 
in a series of ringing resolutions. The subject of 
this sketch was very active in the re-organization, 
and his name was mentioned in a General Order 
from Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, commending the 
exainple of the battery to the army. The . act 
proved to be contagious, and other organizations 
rapidly followed suit throughout the ariry. 

Ed W. Smith was in all the battles and skirm- 
ishes in which his company engaged, excepting 
that of Richmond, Ky., he having been left be- 
Hind, Sick? at Knoxville, “ITceny. He, with lis 
companions, rejoined the army near Harodsburg, 
Ky., on the day following the battle of Perryville. 
He was captured on the retreat from Nashville 
in the winter of 1864; was carried first to the 
Tennessee penitentiary at Nashville, where he 
spent the Christmas holidays, and afterwards to 
Cainp Chase, near the capitol of Ohio. Here he 
had sniallpox and a complication of other ailments, 
and was paroled, about as much dead as alive, on 


the 2nd of May, following. After many hardships 
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and experiences with negro guards, he landed in 
Tyler on the 20th of June, 1865, having walked in 
company with a fellow-prisoner, John Harmon, of 
Douglas’ battery, from Monroe, La., a distance of 
two hundred and forty miles. In the fall, after re- 
covering from along spell of fever, he taught a 
three-months’ school near Col. Frank Overton’s. 

The following spring he established, with 
Capt..W. F..Hamilton, the ‘‘Trinity News,’’ of 
Palestine, using the cld ‘‘States Rights Sentinel’’ 
outfit. After something over a year of varying ex- 
perieuces in the conduct of a newspaper, he closed 
out the enterprise on account of continued bad 
health. 

On the first of November, 1866, during his 
stay at Palestine, he was married to Miss Johnnie 
Robertson, oldest daughter of Col. John C. Rob- 
ertson of Tyler. After quitting the newspaper 
business, and concluding that he could not safely 
follow an indoor life, he went to farming. After 
several changes of location, he settled, in the last 
days of 1870, on a section of land ten miles south- 
west of Tyler on the Thomas -Quevado Seven 
Leagues, his residence being near the present site 
of the village of Noonday. Here the family has 
since made its home. ‘len children were born to 
himself and wife, nine boys and one girl, in the 


following order: Stuart Robertson, now a a law- 
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yer in Tyler; Hope, now Mrs. Dr. A. R. Swann 
of Swan; Sledge Harlan, who owns a farm near 
the old homestead; Edward William, Jr., and 
Robert Ewing, lawyers of Tyler; Lloyd Travis, 
who is in charge of the home plantation; Charles 
Daniel, with Olfenbuttel Dry Goods company of 
Tyler; Maurice Virgil, student, and Sawnie- 
Brock and Benjamin Goodman, aged respectively 
thirteen and eleven years. 

Mr. Smith had the great misfortue to lose his 
wife by death on the morning of the 21st of June, 
1897. She was one of the noblest of women, and 
was greatly loved and mourned by a great host of 
friends throughout the county. 

When the settlement was made on the Seven 
Leagues, that great body of virgin lands was an 
almost unbroken wilderness, having been k€pt off 
the market by litigation until about 1870. 

From the beginning, Mr. Smith stood for 
schools and churches—for social order and progress 
generally. He has seen grow up around him by 
slow degress one of the most proniising country 
communities in East Texas, gathering about the 
little hamlet of Noonday, which contains three 
general merchandise stores, two steam gins and 
mills with all modern appliances; two churches, 
Baptist and Methodist, and a flourishing high 
school, domiciled in one of the finest school build- 
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ings in the county, outside of Tyler. He has 
been a member of Noonday Baptist church since its 
organization in 1876, being one of the five charter 
meinbers. He has been one of the deacons in the 
church ever since its charter, and during the 
larger part of the time superintendent of the Sun- 
day school. In all matters of public interest he 
has been the leader, and the physical growth and 
moral and intellectual advancement of the commu- 
nity is but a monument to his wise forethought 
and broad public spirit and untiring energy. 

At the general election in 1873, when the peo- 
ple in their renewed strength swept the old E. J. 
Davis administration out of power by the election 
of Richard Coke and his associates on the state 
ticket, Mr. Smith was elected Justice of the Peace, 
the county under the constitution then in force be- 
ing divided into only four Justice precincts, the 
justice serving as county commissioner, tax asses- 
sor,-notary public, etc. In that capacity Mr. 
Smith, associated with Capt. Tom Smith, E. P. 
Jarvis, E. G. Littlejohn and John C. Allen con- 
stituted the first democratic county commissioners’ 
court after the war, displacing the old Whitemore 
radical administration of our county affairs. 

Mr. Smith was elected floater from this district 
in the general election of 1892 and served through 


the 23rd Legislature, his chief ambition being to 
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vote straight, ‘‘only speaking,’’ as he once re- 
marked, “‘when the alternative was speak or bust!”’ 

He has served his county as a member of six 
grand juries, over two of which he presided as 
foreman. He is very fond of the quiet domestic 
life of the farm, infinitely preferring it to any sort 
of public service. He boasts of no special skill as 
afarmer, but is a strong believer in advanced 
farning, and thinks the time has come for the 
farmers of this section to move forward, not only 
by a wider diversity of farm interests, but in better 
methods of cultivation and the preservation of 
their soils. 

Mr. Smith isa man of broad intellectuality, of 
strong convictions, with the courage to speak them 
at the right time. He is familiar with the history 
of his own and other countries, and with all ques- 
tions affecting them. He is one of the best posted 
men in the county, of extensive reading and 
learning. Heisa brilliant and versatile writer, 
but seldom uses this talent in a public way. He 
has an aversion of public life, and is content to re- 
main in his beautiful country home, where he has 
found his greatest happiness on rearing a bright 


aud cultured family. 
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Col. Thos. W. Bell moved to Texas, in 1849, 
and opened up a farm near Whitehouse, Texas. 
In 1852, he removed to Omen, (old Canton), and 
kept hotel until after the close of the war. His 
wife died at Canton; she was a devout Christian. 
His oldest sou died soon after his removal to 
Canton. This left Col. Bell with a family of four 
children; three daughters and one son—Mary J., 
Sarah C., Harriett C. and Thos. J. 

Mary J. Bell married Henry Floore; Sarah C. 
Bell is the wife of J. M. Hays, of San Antonio, 
Texas; Harriet C. Bell married Robert Engledow. 
Thos. J. Bell married Miss Fannie Calhoun, of 
Houston county, Texas. 

Henry * loore is an old and prominent citizen 
of Omen, Texas; he has raised and educated a 


familycfvery intelligent children who occupy good 
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positions in business and social life. He is an old- 
timer, and an early settler of old Canton; has spent 
a useful life as an honest man and citizen; made a 
competency in the struggles of a life te be com- 
fortable as the shadows thicken in the declining 
evening of a stay on earth. The good he has 
done, the flowers he has strewn along life’s path- 
way has added to his moral and Christian life and 
is a solace as age creeps on. 

Sarah C. Bell’s first husband, Washington Bell, 
died in the Confederate army. The second mar- 
riave was with Dr. J. M. Hays, a leading man 
and prominent physician of the Alamo City. 

Harriet C. Bell married Robert Engledow, a 
leading citizen of Smith county. She is a resi- 
dent of Troupe, Texas. 

The only son left was Dr. Thos. J. Bell who 
is now a prominent physician of Tyler. Dr. Bell 
was raised at o'd Canton, (Omen) in Smith county; 


graduated in medicine in 1877 from the Missouri 


' Medical College; settled at Troupe, Texas, and 


soon built up a lucrative practice. At Troupe he 
and J. H. Smith were in the drug business, doing 
anextensive trade. This firm moved to Tylerand 
bought the drug store of Shuford & Cherry, and 
within a few years sold his interest to his partner. 
Dr. Bell has, and is now, a successful physician 


and surgeon,.ranking high in his profession. He 
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is an honest man, a member of the Presbyterian 
church, taking a deep! nterest, and is a leading 
member of this church; a Christian gentleman of 
intelligence and popularity. Mrs. Bell isa very 
intelligent woman, and very popular wherever 
she has lived. ‘They have a bright and intelligent 
family of children.’ I note them as follows: 

Jas. L. Bell received his preparatory education 

under Prof. Orr, at Omen, Texas; graduated at 
- Hampton Sidney College, Va.; has been a profes- 
sor in Austin College, at Sherman, Texas, will 
enter this year the Theological Seminary at 
Richmond, Va. He married one of the intelligent 
daughtersof Rev. Albert Little. They have three 
children—all boys. 

Maggie O. Bell married A. P. Prestwood; they 
reside in Tyler, and have one child—a girl. 

Annie C. Bell married J. V. Hughes, of Tyler, 
Texas, and have three children. 

G. Gideon Bell is a student at Austin College, 
Sherman, Texas. 

Dewitt Burkhead Bell has been a student in the 
Tyler schools; he is now in Tyler College. 

Col. Thos. W, Bell was a well informed man 
ou the issues of the day; a great reader and kept 
posted on current events, and hada store of gen- 
eral historical knowedge. As aconversationalist, he 
was versitile, interesting and attractive. He held 
several positions of honor and trust, performing 
official duties with honésty and intelligence. He 
lived to the age of seventy-five years, and died at 
Canton, (Omen), Texas, since the war. 
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The following ball ticket printed forty-three 
years ago 1s a reminder of what was going on in 
the fifties in Tyler: 

CONVENTION BALL. 

‘You are respectfully invited to attend a ball 
to be given at the United States Court, House, in 
Tyler, an the evening of the 12th of, May,,1857.”” 
3 MANAGERS. 

 Mieviu parson kB. tinbbard, 5. M. Warner, 
A. O. Erwin, Jack Davis, B. T. Selman, Alf 
Dame NY aricn.- 1 ios». Vuiogins, 1. F. 
Poeruc.©...2.. Lott, J. C. Robertson.’’ 

The managers comprised a list of the unlucky 
thirteen. Only four of the managers of the ball 
are living to-day: Ex-Governor Richard B, Hub- 
bard and Col. Bryan Marsh, are citizens of Tyler, 


Texas; Jack Davis, of Polk county; F, F. Foscue, 
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of Dallas county. The other nine have passed 
from the walks of man, over the river; the marble 
slab denotes the resting place of the dead. Let 
them have a passing notice: 

S. M. Warner was a lawyer of fair ability, a 
writer of force. At that time he was the editor of 
the Tyler Reporter. He died since the war. 

A. O. (Gus) Erwin was a leading Tyler mer- 
chant; prominent in business and social circles; 
a liberal hearted gentleman. Gus died a number 
of years ago. 

Col. Geo. W. Chilton was a lawyer of marked 
ability—an eloquent advocate; kuightly and 
generous; a gentleman of the Southern school of 
his day. He died since the civil war. 

Jack Davis another lawyer of ability anda good 
practice; a scrapper from: Scrapperville; lives in 
Polk county, Texas. He is loyal to Southern 
manhood—a man of warm impulses. 

B. T. Selman, a plodding lawyer who succeeded 
in his profession, under whom the writer read law. 
Selman was a man of force and character, and ina 
sledge-hammer way forced himself tothe front. He 
was a State senator and politician of note. He, too, 
died since the civil war. 

Alf Davis—the genial Alf—was popular with 
the ladies and had the confidence and friendship of 


the men. Alf was an early clerk, thena merchant. 
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Alf was a dresser, band-box fellow, and always 
led in the latest fashion. Alf moved to Eaton, 
Georgia, since the civil war, where he became a 
banker. He died there. | 

James F. Warren, 2 member of the Tyler bar, 
gifted, brilliant and witty. A versatile fellow all 
round. Could have made his mark, but, Jim, the 
companionable and genial associate, was too fond 
of his ‘“‘cups,’’ the bane that wrecks so many 
bright men. He died at Quitman, Texas, several 
years ago. 

Thomas Wiggins, a druggist with the firm of 
Felton & Wiggins, about 1859 and’61. Tom was 
a young ian of pleasing address and very popular. 
He was a knightly young man, and died near the 
close of thé-civil war. 

F. F. Foscue, another member of the legal 
fraternity, and a gentleman of learning and bright 
scholarship. He is a banker at Arlington, Dallas 
county, Texas. 

Col. E. E. Lott, a State Senator, a member of 
Congress during the life of the Republic of Texas, 
the best electionecrer Texas ever had, was a prom- 
inent farmer and politician. Col. Lott died at 
Starrville, Texas, in 1864. 

J. C, Robertson possessed a judicial mind, wasa 
great lawyer and a successtul advocate. He was a 


judge of acute discrimination, and a popular man. 
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He reached the top round as a lawyer, and died a 
few years ago. 

Four living, nine dead, is the record Time has 
made. ‘Those who live to-day will end the chapter 
of the thirteen. Four remain who managed the 
ball, witnessed the pleasures of the evening nearly 
one-half a century ago. Only four to tell of the 
gay crowd, the sweet strains of music, the meas- 
ured tread of dancing feet. The blushing maiden 
listened to love-cooing beaux, blushingly answered 
with sweet accents of modest prudence. But, oh! 
where is that gay throng of happy young people 
who where present on that evening? Time with 
its scythe has nearly reaped the harvest and only 
four remain as living representatives of the un- 
lucky number thirteen. 

The ravages of Time surely does its work. 
The youth becomes old, and the blossom withers; 
a few days, and then the messenger, on a white 


horse calls, and the end has come. 
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CHAPTER: XCIV. 
« Joseph McDougal was born in the state of 
North Carolina in 1809. His parents, John and 
Barshaba McDougal moved to Lauderdale county, 
Alabama, in 1818, Joseph being about nine years 
of age. 

Joseph McDougal was married to Miss Amira 
McMurray, an accomplished and good woman of a 
prominent Alabama family. He removed to Texas 
in 1847, and settled in Kaufman county, and in 
February, 1848, moved to Smith county and _ set- 
tled about eight miles northeast of Tyler and_ built 
a log house that grew along in the fifties to be a 
large farm mansion of ante-bellum days. It was a 
hospitable house and entertained many people in 
the cld Southern style. He was an enterprising, 
industrious man, and planned for the future in 


helping his community and people. 
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Joseph McDougal assisted in organizing one of 
the first Methodist churches organized in Smith 
county, with the assistance of Rev. S. E. Box, a 
prominent missionary of that day and time. The 
church house was a log structure with puncheon 
seats and dirt floor, and built where the present 
Center church now stands. It was built without a 
nail in the building, and many eloquent and good 
preachers ministered to the people from the rude 
aud rustic pulpit. Joseph McDougal was licensed 
to exhort, and he took eare of the welfare of this 
littie flock of pioneers. 

The membership of this church, as far as data 
to hand, consisted at organization, of the following 
members: Joseph McDougal and wife, Amira; 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Lott, the grand parents of 
Jno. A. Lott, the present county clerk of Smith 
county; also his mother, Mrs. E. E. Lott, and 
“Uncle Jim,’’ a faith:ul slave who died some ten 
years ago. ‘There may have been others who were 
charter members of this primitive church, but I 
failed to get their names. 
| Joseph McDougal was the kind of Christian 
that worked to save the souls of men and women, 
hence, he proclaimed the good tidings up and 
down this sparsely settled country to the edification 
of the people. Full of religion, it was a_ pleasing 


duty for him to preach to the people. 
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A reunion was held at Center church a few 
years ago aud only two were present who remem- 
bered the old church house, that reached back in 
the mist of fifty long years—numbered with the 
past generation who sleeps under the clods in some 
quiet graveyard. ‘Time is the leveler, and the 
sure process moves with the certainty that reaches 
the end of human life in this world of hardships, 
pleasures, hopes, joys and sadness. 

Joseph and Amira McDougal had six chil- 
dren, who lived to be grown—John W., Rebecca, 
‘Jas. R., Alex A., Henry F. and Joseph M. 

John W. married Miss Mary Starr, a daughter 
of Rev. W. H. Starr, a noted and eloquent preach- 
er in the early years of the fifties. They had no 
children. Hewas killed by the falling of a horse 
he was riding, to the Ceep sorrow of relatives and 
friends. He wasa noble specimen of inanhood, 
and a devoted Christian gentleman. His widow 
resides in Dallas, waiting for the final summons to 
join her husband in the great beyond. 

Rebecea McDougal married Jas. 5S. L. Baker, 
who resides in this county. 

They had five boys and three girls. Two of 
the girls are dead. 

James R. resides at the old homestead and is 
farming. “We has been married twice and has two 


children, one residing in Dallas, the other, Miss 
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Verner, resides with her father. She is a sweet, 
lovable young lady. Jas. R. McDougal is sur- 
rounded by pleasant and inviting conditions, the 
grand old homestead as the charm-werd that 
brings up pleasant memories of the good old times. 
‘thefaale McDougal lives in this city. He mar- 
ried Miss Annie McClure, one of,the daughters of 
Col. Samuel McClure, au old citizen of Smith 
county, a successful planter and prominent man. 
She was a sweet, charming woman aud died only 
a few months ago. ‘They raised two children— 
‘Mrs. Henry Cook and Gibbs McDougal, who 
married a few months ago. They both reside in 
Tyler, together with their father. 

Henry McDougal married the charming Miss 
Bettie Thonipson, a bright woman of lovely Chris- 
tian character. Henry was killed by the saws of 
his gin in 1873. It was asad death and a great 
loss to the country and people who knew him. 
They had two children—Henry Archie McDougal 
and Blanche, who died in infancy. H. A. Me- 
Dougal is the business manager of that excellent 
paper, THE TyLER Covrier. 

James Monroe McDougal has been married 
twice. He has two children—Ralph and Lee. 
Ralph married Miss Maud Templeton, of Jackson- 
ville, Texas, and resides there. Miss Lee Mc- 


Dougal resides with her parents in this city. She 


in? 7 - 












7 pi ; 2 LnquollaM. A port y 
_odt. 2nonibues guitival: bas for 0 be ; 


ne : Ps + o a 
2501) Dio Deen sit) 10 esi rouroi..3t 925 alg. qu sani 


> wh * rr” : a | - / 
ying bts owt beeten: yout! gs enlgom ' not mand 


ae wil , 


Bata sak { ciiw 2ok 


eh sa AY 






































SBT SIIW-iTTRED S90). 28 bss Jaarmod. blo bas: 


a 


“rae 911. .,yiio viel? at esyil lsgnoCaM A why: 


> a “nN . r ‘inl of i hak rv Le 
iO B@7al ) S310 OO) SW JIL spans 22k Belt. 
etl 
7 > , oo " lar +7 oie ie 
i li 1 I o ! a! ‘) es qatt ‘ve } Jat lane JeD val 7 
- 


tem jucaimorq bia xoliplg [uleasooue & wsmtuoa: ety 


yiro heib- bas memew gaiurtads doowe # 25W ote ; 
onlw ot}: nothol. eddted, bas f oO) yuh: sti ea” re ren. 
mt obie 31 dod yo s ed joc ni 8 boise ay 
aT | st yar dtiw. 29dtogo2 aly Bs 7 . 

etl gnikn rato Oett bebresem fe gnoCoM yaa .* 
-2iid vlow | to manmow tiotzd s ,poaginod L sith 
to awe old yd bollid 2sw yinekl .telpets fo asd 
issrg.-s bie dinob bsa-seew dls .gyenntaty zis: 
| odw slqooq bus yriauer sil} ob zeol 
[sguo(oM. sidstA qiasH—osab blida owt bad vod T 
-oM .A .H~ .youslad, at beth odw ,odomel bus. it 
irolleoxs Jed! lo t9gnrtent azotitend ott 2t legnol - 
atti / ARAIOIS SL: MACE T eS pe 
boitten: ood ead fs guoColl avin somal 


ae 


bf 7d & SDE fo900 eels a*s 


i: oqisA—aot! blinds ow? and. oH 4 
-nozfonl to one giro T buslA zat iM ber risit a ta 
-o14 99D oaetld) sorsilt peobinen’) Dina Gabe oF 

; uae fins 

92. ytto an ub etaoteg soil ative aabiz 
aa ; sty ava f Fy v ; re 
< | re 


377 


is a bright young lady, possessing lovely and at- 
tractive traits. 

The McDougal boys, John W., Jas. R., A. A., 
Henry F. and Jas. Motroe, were in the Confeder- 
ate army doing their duty along the front lines 
with the gallant men who so bravely fought for 
the South. Each has a clear record inthe thrilling 
scenes enacted in the civil war, and a good record 
as honorable, upright citizens. All are intelligent 
and shifty people. The McDougal family possess 
thit Scotch force of character that forces itself to 
the front with an earnest, honest determination to 
do what they conceive to be right between man 
and man. 

The grand old sire who sleeps in the quiet 
graveyard, in life, gave his children a good, lovely 
Christian example, and with the grand and sweet 
old nother, who sleeps ny the side of her husband, 
lends its enchantment for good as long as memory 
lasts. Joseph McDongal died in 1856, and his 
wife in 1864. 

Dr. Q. A. Shuford was the family physician of 
the MeDougals. He’ is now a resident of tlns 
city, and one of the most prominent and scientific 
professional meu in the stite. Heis another old 
landmark that brings up pleasant memories of the 


; . ~ 
genial and pleasant face of Dr. Quincy Shuford. 
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CHAPTER XCV. 


Pickens C. Pinkerton was a native of Tennes- 
see; removed to Texas in 1851, and settled in 
Smith county, six miles east of Tyler, where he 
died. Mr. and Mrs. Pinkerton raised a large 
family of children, who were intelligent and bright- 
minded. The descendants of these two grand old 
people are of the best people in Smith county. 

Pickens C. Pinkerton was born in 1816 and 
died on his farm in 1884. He raised eight children 
to be growm. Most of those living- reside in 


Smith county and are well to do people, comprising 
an excellent citizenship. 

Mr. Pinkerton was an intelligent farmer, a 
a strict member of the Cumberiand Presbyterian 
church, living in that order and faith. Mrs. Pink- 
erton was one those lovable Christian women that 
helps a community and makes the world so much 
better. She survived her husband several years. 
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The Pinkertons have held good positions in 
life; prominent in their communitiles. I have no 
family data at hand, but trust to memory in 
giving it, not entirely correct. 

One of the Pinkerton daughters married Ap 
Stevenson; another married George Martin; an- 
other one married John R. Morris. ‘They were 
pretty and intelligent giris, making lovely Chris- 
tian women. All three are dead. 

Wm. A. Pinkerton, of Tyler, 1s a good busi- 
ness man; his son, Gus Pinkerton has a_ good 
posiion with |. B. Parker & Co., of, Tyler, 

Pickens C. Pinkerton is a prominent farmer, 
east of Tyler, in Smith county. 

Thos. A. Pinkerton is a first-class business 
man, running a cotton yard in Tyler. 

James is a resident of Henderson county, and ts 
a good citizen. 

The early settler gave his children a good ex- 
ample in moral honesty, thrift and industry. 
It was a life of Christian honesty that throws a 
hallo around it, presenting the best side of life. 
It fosters religion, educates the best thought and 
makes a showing in the battles of Itfe. 

‘The Pinkertons have stood the test of moral 


manhood, and made an honest name. 

























“a aay a 
heey’ Stal: pdt amotrosts 
tise rt Fy wat 








7 j 7 | vt ‘enottie ‘Mr. beo 
i) 0 war 


| gee 2 yest T 29 eotitinmenenos 



















* a Vey) ee nt | y Tore itl @} dens tt dad barsit ae 
ThA r ; i= + r : ae - 
; | art LA erie: a: > poe Tt 05 lori for aig 3 ny tg 
ae | ° 
: gA& bers ereingysp sohtoasei i lt to sO 


= 
ne 
-tre :aztisl/ o@rost) horrrein +500 fo) in ;noeto7ON 
- 0 
now yodT vatrrol{ - 4. mol» berriaem: S10 79. 


ais 
ert bars i itong 


; . -bsob ots sot) ILA . .trommtow ant: 


J > 7 ; ? . 7 * « °°. 
ere 5 4 ° rh, oes ee “i y eee ! 
“2910 tlovol ai en nets 5 i dit oUt 


ee 
: : , 

4 

+ 

{ 

ve 

~ 

_ 


) ” ' rt . , “ wm 3 eee Dees | ’ * 7 
1 . -ratid poor £ #4 ,torvy i 10 ,uoTpoaniy .- W ; 
| | ' v ey? : ; ae 
boog ff ani fo 1] ) woe etl mam gaom 
e.. : 
a a : . rye . iy e% a — r 1 77 
aru) eT sSiv tb to 09 - Tan phy + HG: 2 rw rrottre ple 


4 Be fe rip rte hitro te - at. hetsd : rit ‘ea ey 


ms : 


‘ 
a+ 


=~ 


‘< 


a 
. 
~ 
‘es 
~ 
ee 
ee 
re 
ae 
~s+ 
woe 
a: 
om 
—s. 
_- 
»4 
u 
ome 
~ 
. 
, 


; BY ao. ee , <a ae ama’ ply, We y 
toiy lo ttt Day ToOmod 0 inte rey, st » 


= 


at bri ,eIITHAS nozrsbist to Strobieot & 2i a 


- ftositio” poog BB 
~ ; AD 
‘4 | -%9 boog ££ UVTI ave bala, yoltioe yitae ne 
4 7 . 4 * a uJ Ty. 
. eieubat brie Stel? -riesnott [ovort st 


¢ 


5 awoul? ted yieordtl meterd ae to | suit’ ne 


re. i ; 4 Bd ll 
| } Oli 1O- SDM TA it” ‘Giuplteesiq Ft buon off nd 

nee 4 , “ry i wn ould ‘ f rie 293n be oiuilos ns £T9 

ee ais og bss Pea ee, eae | ne am A" ke iad AD be the bd 


: < ~_ e 


Sx oat | dik to aoltiwd ool iki yt iri wosta a 


ee ees lntomt lo tant ond ie ancl { amnodait 





Jd LD: BEDERAL COURT 
HOUSE TUMBLED IN. 


Criari HR AVE. 


Along in 1855, Tyler was a small village with 
less than one thousand inhabitants. The people 
were social and clever, enjoying life, taking what- 
ever amusement that passed around to the full 
limit of its enjoyment. 

A show would now and then put in an appear- 
ance, and the show men were always the center of 
attraction while in the village. The people flocked 
to the performance, and the old federal court house 
building was the place for the performance to take 
place. It was a two-story frame building and 


loosely constructed. Judge Woltrous was the 
learned man that presided over the court, looked 
sternly in scrutinizing the technicalities of the 
law, in order that the shield of American jurispru- 
dence should reach the aims and objects for which 
the framers of Uncle Sam’s statutes had in mind 
when enacted. 
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Along in this year came ‘‘Thadeus of Warsaw,”’ 
a noted Veutriloquist and Legerdemain performer. 
Thad had been loudly advertised, and his wonder- 
ful tricks had attracted the attention of the average 
citizen. On his arrival he gave a free exhibition 
on the street corners of the village, that created in 
the public mini great interest, beciuse of the 
more startling demonstrations at the show prom- 
ised at the Federal Conrt House. ‘The bare-foot 
boy stood with open mouth, startled at the tricks 
_of the wonderful juggler who had amazed the 
world; the boy got on a big hustle for the usual 
price of admission. The evening came, and this 


) 


great ‘‘will-of-the-wisp.’’ was greeted by a crowded 
house. 

A few minates after the performance commenced, 
Thadeus was startling the audience by his power 
as a ventriloquist. Hestarted a mancrying, ‘fire! 
fire! fire!’’ a mile off, gradually bringing the man 
nearer and nearer, when a_ terrible crash (some 
thinking it a part of the show), the second floor 
empted its load of humanity on the ground floor, 
(froin the second story). The men shouted, the 
women screamed, and excitement ran high; such 
a scramble of the people amidst chairs, tables and 
benches had never occurred before in the South 
West. A heapof humanity, ‘‘without distinction 


of race, color or previous condition of servitude,” 
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lay mixed in a general scuffle with furniture 
and rubbish from the upper floor. 

No one was killed; only one was seriously hurt 
to the surprise of many, to think of the number 
hurled a distance of twelve feet. The showman 
caught to a plank nailed to the wall, and remained 
suspended in mid-air hunting for a foot-hold until his 
strength was exhausted, then he struck the lower 
floor with a dull thud almost lifeless, but soon 
recovered; the man he had crying fire has never 
shown up to this day. An old lady suggested to 
the writer that this fireman, through excitement, 
had pulled the floor down. 

Let us call to mind the injured. Dan Cowsar 
had both legs broken and a shoulder dislocated. 
He stood it like a hero, and joked about having 
only two legs broken, taking his injuries with a 
a degree of stoic philosophy; others with slight 
bruises performed the complaining act. He suf- 
fered greatly and recovered, but never was as active 
as before this accident. 

But there is a funny side to all conditions of 
life, and people will joke. Many were told; I 
willrelatea few things that the people talked ofand 
laughed about. 

Uncle Jimmie Adams wore a_ long-tailed 
blanket coat, made of fine material. He might 


have brought it from his native heath; far off 
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Scotland. ‘The tail of his long coat had caught on 
a spike in the wall, aud when the floor fell left 
Uncle Jimmie against the wall without a footheld, 
and with every surge he made, the coat tore a little, 
until it reached the end, and he fell amidst the 
rubbish below, to the astonishment of the people. 

Dick Hubbard accompanied a lady friend, and 
made a mistake and carried the wrong cue from 
the building. 

Old man Brown, who kept his seat in the fall, 
complained of being ‘‘bad'y jarred.’”’ 

John Kelly came crawling out from under 
benches, tables and splintered lumber, saying: 
“He will certainly give us our money back.”’ 

Jasper Williamson was greatly alarmed at the 
imagined injury, and loudly called for a doctor. 
Upon a critical examination his wound was pro- 
nounced of no serious consequence. 

The writer became entangled with the rubbish, 
leaving one shoe behind, gladly exchanging it for 
his personal liberty. 

Jack Davis and Everett Lott performed the 
“‘trappeze’’ act, sailing through the window in 
mid air, lighting on terra-firma, without serious 
results. These gentleman were congratulated, 
and if the show had not have come to an abrupt 
conclusion, weuld have been heartily ‘‘encored.”’ 


~ 


Van Hamilton limped down town next morn- 
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ing from a sore shin, somewhat disfigured, but still 


2 
in the ring. 

A certain old lady, frenzied by the excitement, 
claimed everything picked up from the wreck out 
of the fall as her daughter’s. A hat, a shawl, a 
‘slipper and ribbons, all the property of her more 
quiet daughter. John Holman finally found a 
negro baby in one corner, the fall not even dis- 
turbing it’s slumbers. Holding it up he said. 
“Whose is this?’’? ‘‘My daughter’s,’’ rang out on 
the evening zephyrs. ‘'Well, Madame, it is badly 
hurt; it is very black inthe face.’? Holman never 
failed to appreciate a joke, let the conditions be 
good or painful. 

A number of sprains and bruises were on many 
people, but Dan Cowsar was the only person 
seriously hurt. It was a strange coincident often 
met in the pilgrimage of life—two or three lun- 
dred people falling: such a distance. 

The showman’s wife was hurt in the fall, and 
detained him several days, during which time he 
took up a class in ventriloguism and legerdemain. 
I was one of his pupils, and an expert one at that. 
He explained all his tricks; symplified them to 
the satisfaction of the class. It was easy done as 
‘falling-off-a-log,’’ when the professor was present. 
But there came a time when this magician took his 


departure leaving us without a tutor. The scene 
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changed, and things changed—the fogs come thick 
and fast—the mist settled, leaving us in the con- 
dition Pete Reaves was in his first effort before a 
jury—it went out through the top of the house. 
The class met for practice. ‘‘How was this done?”’ 
‘“Dern’d if I know,’’ was the answer of the class. 
Nobody seemed to know. The final conclusion 
reached, ‘‘What in the devil and Tom Walker,’’ 


did Thad say, anyhow? 
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Frost J. Kelley was born in Fairfax District, 
South Carolina, in 1821. He was from an old 
and promineut family of that State. At the age 
of nineteen he was a school teacher; the following 
year he commenced farming, making through life 
a successful planter. 

His first marriage was with Mrs. Emily Gaza, 
nee Miss Emily Lee, who was a descendant of one 
of the most illustrous families of the South. By 
this union there were four children, all daughters; 
Mrs. Julia O. Ross, Utica, 
Mississippi; Mrs. Ellen E. Horsley, wife of Rev. 





only two now living 


R. G. Horsley, Greenville, Texas. 

His second wife, who was Miss Elizabeth Olevia 
Curlee, was a woman of culture and Christian 
refinement. They had eight children, four now 
living—G. D. Kelley, Frost J. Kelley, Jr., both © 
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living at Utica, Misssissippi; Mrs. Carrie Belle 
Christian, residing in New Orleans, Louisiana; 
Mrs. Lena $. Montgomery, wife of Dr. A. L. 
Montgomery, Tyler, Texas. 

Dr. Montgomery is a leader in his profession. 
He graduated from the Normal Department of 
the University of Nashville, Tennessee, in 1883; 
from the Medical Department of Tulane Univer- 
sity, of New Orleans, Louisian, in 1857. He has 
met with commendable success as a physician and 
surgeon during his many years practice in Tyler. 
He is an educated Christian gentleman; up-to-date 
in his profession; of large acquaintance and many 
friends, he has a useful life before him. 

Frost J. Kelley, Sr., moved to Texas in 1857, 
aud settled in ‘Tyler. He had accumulated in 
land and slaves large property. He was truly a 
Southern man, loyal to her institutions and her 
history. He was a good citizen. and an exemplary 
gentleman; a leading member of the Baptist 
church, and took great interest in Sunday school 
work, acting most of his life as superintendent of 
Sunday schools. Both the wives of Mr. Kelley 
were buried in the family burial ground near 
Utica, Mississippi. He was buried in thecemetery 
at Mt. Pleasant, Texas, where he died in 1874. 

Frost J. Kelley, Sr., was a good man for any 
community; he was intelligent, religious, upright 
and moral, a leader in a healthy sentiment that 
works for good. 
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Through the kindness of T’. O. Woldert, Esq., 
I have scanned an old Tyler Reporter, dated 16th 
of May, 1860. It is only one-half of the dingy 
old paper, and most of the local part of it is lost. 
Tyler was then a small town and many acres of 
virgin soilin Smith county then, that now the 
husbandman reaps a bountiful harvest. A wonder- 
ful change is marked on every hand. Next May, 
the 16th, forty-one eventful vears have come and 
gone. The joys, sorrows and aspirations of life 
entomed in the shroud of the misty past is recalled 
to the scens transpiring forty years ago. The 
writer was here then buoyant and hopeful—build- 
ing fanciful air castles for the coming future, with 
no thought of inditing these lines in remembrance 
of a by-gone generation. We cannot unfathom the 


result of future events in life; its well we can’t, 


ee 


















1 AAIVT “AIO MT” aqavas* 
. eAaTATewWan he: 


} 
em ° ——e ry beduitn 


t= | INVOX Aa’ AHO 


CES I i TT 


_ rT d-pve Pate \ "Tan oe oP ree et 

. pel ,trobloW .O .T to eeambstiol odd dguoni iT 
i « a r = i al 

blo ste f OMT BIE oven es 

~. ywontb oft Yo YWatl-onmo yino et tf | GOST pre, Zz 


4 
ie sy 


Jeol at tt to Fisq, fao0l a1f3 to tzoin hire y19q04 blo. 


| 
to eor9on vite bees twot [lene s odd enw valyT soled 
rid. won 3a (tr9e3 710009. Hato tri [roe nigity,,, a i 
-19f tow A Jegried [ntiianed 5 aqrot PearD bradandh ae 
vel tx bored vi979'R0 heslree ef oyun fy nad 
birs smo sve Z1L9°7 Inisnava so-ysi0! — igor aif ee: 
gil to anoiistiqes bag eworoe eyot aT - 910 ae 

balleogr eb dasq@ wiatge, : ads $ to, bironslaoats ot boots 
 ._ . of Toga .eme9~ ygnol yaiuqens: 1d air97e ate 
4 Pan -blind—-luteqod bai 4 nayoud mont ! oted enw istity. 


Bu 3 ae unset gi rigwes st Tol eolteno aia intional yt pi 
| osiraidittoeray ‘itt eontil o2odf guitibat Jo sd guod to or 
od? ctodiniogd tor 11629 W ee? sn03-¥ gto 
j'ma9 9M low ait ralil or ange ¥ | 


- 
3 
sti ig 


u 
+ 





389 


for many hearts would falter by the way-side at 
the rugged mountain in front of us. An occasional 
flower giving out its sweet fragrance along life’s 
meandering pathway would be a poor coimpensa- 
tion for the stern realities of our pilgrimage. The 
great poet struck the keynote in penning the 
words, ‘‘Life is real, life is earnest.’’? Youth looks 
forward with pleasing emotions of hope and a 
bright culmination 





age with its misfortunes of 
error, and what could have been done. 

The people were about the same forty years 
agoas now. Let us see what this time-worn paper 
contains in its begrimiied and yellow stained col- 
uns: ) 

Tyler Reporter, May 16th, 1860; Stanley M. 
Warner, editor; Jas. P. Douglas, associate editor. 

People were then as now, for I notice the fol- 
lowing candidates for offices: 

For Sheriff—J. O. Ramsour, Wilham Yeager 
Matthew Wood, Benjamin Scott, David H, 
Cade. 

For County Clerk—R. W. Chapman, Con F. 
Reid, J. J. Standford. 

For Chief’ Justice (County Judge) 
Gibbs. 

For County Treasurer—William Green, Win. 
5S. Walker. 

For Justice of the Peace—Stephen Reaves, D. 


W. Crow. 
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For Constable—Thos. L. Dunn, John M. 
Hockersniith, George W. Dickens, John M. Har- 
per. 

Among other local announcements is that the 
supreme court is in session, and I notice two opin- 
ions printed in the Reporter. 

In its general news columns is a report of the 
Charleston convention, the split in the democratic 
party that hastened the civil war, an inevitable 
struggle owing to the temper of the people. 

A leading editorial drawn from the proceedings 
of that convention in the defence of the action of 
the Southern democracy uttered this wringing 
sentence: ‘‘Our principles are founded on truth, 
and if we must fail, let it be honorably upon the 
field of battle.’? So it came to pass with its 
dreadful results to local self-governinent. 

Space is allowed for the prize fight of Heenan, 
of America, and Sayers, of England. The Johnny 
Bulls, as usual, were charged with failing to do 
the square thing. 

The anuual session of the Grand Lodge of the 
Temple of Honor was holding in Tyler. A_ pro- 
cession on the streets Tuesday night, joined by 
the Sunday schools, was a big one. The night 
being dark the transparencies showed up splendidly 
in their fight on King Alcohol? Addresses were 
made by Misses Mollie E. Moore (now Mrs. 
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Davis, of New Orleans), and Lavonia Scott, (now 
Mrs. J. J. Smith, of Tyler). The Rev. Gilliam 
made a rousing temperance speech. The old 
Methodist church was crowded that night. 

How many of that throng of people are living 
now? ‘The scythe of Time has done its work. 

Tyler was looking for the Galveston, Houston 
and ‘l'yler railroad. It never reached here by that 
name. 

I notice that Chilton & Warren, Robertson & 
Smith, Tignal W. Jones, Stephen Reaves, B. T. 
elma YS; Al“Goodman,’ ‘Jr., “and ~ DD. W. Crow 
are lawyers. Davenport & Goodman, Warren & 
Jones, physicians. 

Another Tyler Reporter dated June 27th, 1861. 
The war cloud has ‘‘busted’’ andis raging furiously 
at points along the border of our dear Southland. 
The memory, never controlling the thought of the 
mind goes back to pleasant and unpleasant scenes. 
I gather up local items as I find them in the old 
time-worn paper. 

The law cards of Long & Hubbard, W. 5. 
Herndon, S. M. Warner, and F. M. Hays. The 
medical card of Drs. Lawrence & Felton. These 
being additional professional cards. 

Many other local notes follow: The names of 
Richard B. Hubbard floats at the mast-head of the 


paper as a candidate for congress. 
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’ Edwin G. Baxter and F. M. Hays are seeking 
legislative honors. 

B. TI. Selinan has announced as a candidate for 
the state senate. 

Hon. E. E. Lott declines to be a candidate for 
governier. 

Fighting is reported in Virginia, and Dr. W. 
M. Bradford, of Jamestown is raising a military 
company for war service. 

An extract from the Dallas Herald gives a no- 
tice of the arrival of a Smith county cavalry com- 
pany, and a personnel of the company officers, 
to-wit: 

D. Y. Gaines, captain; Williamson Miulturn, 
Ist lieutenant; Stephen D. Rowe, and heutenant; 
Sid S. Johnson, 3rd lieutenant; Wm. W. Duke, 
Pe segteeaut: 3). M. C* Green, 2nd sargeant; 
John B. Douglas, 3rd sargeant; Byron C. Sigler, 
4th sargeant; Irby M. Stamper, 1st ccrporal; 
Ed B. Noble, 2nd corporal; Oyer O. Funderburg, 
3rd corporal; John L. Kay, 4th corporal; Wm. L. 
Bonner, ensign; James W. Bates, bugler. 

An editorial correspondence gives the organi- 
zation of an artillery company composed of 100 
men, fifty from Smith county and fifty from Dallas 
county, with the following officers: 

John J. Goode, (Dallas) captain; J. P. Doug- 
las, (Tyler) 1st lieutenant; Alf Davis, (Tyler) 
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and lieutenant; Jas. N. Boren, (Tyler) 3rd lieu- 
tenant; Wm. Harris, (Dallas) 4th lieutenant. 

Ben Harden, Stephen Shaffer, Mitchell Gray, 
Thomas Howard, of Dallas, J. D. Dorough, Jas. 
B. Long, W. J. Saunders, James Howard, of 
Tyler, sargeants. The corporals had not been 
selected. 

Judge Win. P. Hill, of Marshall, was here to 
organize a Confederate court. 

Dr. Joe W. Davenport had just returned from 
Houston, being a delegate to the Masonic Grand 
Lodge of Texas. He looked well and reported a 
good time. The Grand Lodge of Texas Masons 
ratify the action of secession, withdrawing from 
the jurisdiction of the United States. 

I notice from legal citations that R. B. Long, 
is district clerk; R. W. Chapman, county clerk; 
Benj. Scott, sheriff. 

So the world goes. The past throws its shad- 
ows before us. The coming years with the saine 
intervening time will mark alike about the same 
condition then as now, with a changed condition 
of things as progression moves as the decades are 
marked. Timeis the great leveler; the process 


with unerring precision to the end. 


ror op , 
re - oa - 
. noil ux On 7), ‘ ‘ . 
pron: r oil dy Ih ( (eallrd g . in a a @ its 
J | NST loa loti M. iota da aoAlqase « 119 oT ans r 
eee ee norto€l a 1 2efie io, biswoH een 
oe 


t to cecal esters, erabinaee L ae gute of 
. cae 


a5 ing 
















pun iM { en] T  sdan; 
























| eet tou helt elevoqtes sfT “pitresgtaa : ole 
; o} 919 abw., Afsderslt AH TL te¥ ae 
. . Sete  "" bye9 Stet Pack, & Sniirs g10 ot 


a oe : orn hed th aq 
. -~ stort bentiter tenpbhed hoqnroved -W sof .2 ae 
Palio ‘ 
t 


. , - oe an an “J 

| bravo onpoznld. on) OF sI8QsI9D & ae urotanol a 
+ - « 

; : ; we Nye Tp ' peer 

| s betreqet.bus Ilaw, bextooleH  .2s: x31 to ogbo, a 

4 “ea eyn 4 i ; ‘a ie r . me : aye vL 

a oz lV. moi to TEeO.t btretx) or] -omtd boog- 


_ > ton wiriwistbdltiw ,mefersose to mories ont Wi eT 


gs eae : 
| | ,aoteic- betin' J silt io wh ciate «wie 
| ¢ : ss hn ee a a ee 
: -omol 41 A feet enotisite Iegel mot sditog 1 1 


‘Stelo yds srqend,.W .A patel tobgetb Ze 
Tred 11098, ie >t] ye 


: pies OO) Teed 
b ati zwordt tenq oT .2908 blow oftog ~ 


~ 
fs: 


gurtse offi iiw ateoy iit ys! © au iar WO 
one oft nods oils Asa lta ousts ante ‘ 
iad 


 _._,.. «teitiboos boyrado « aliw wou eg wom) Hottt 
. wa ote wbeosbh od! an eovour noteesrgotg, en aged 





MORE OLD TYLER NEWS- 
PAPER FILES. 


eee 


CHAPTER XOX: 


The files of the Tyler Reporter for the year 
1855, are before me, and memory reaches back 
forty-five years, to the events then taking place. 

On September sth, 1855, C. L. Collins and 
Company sold the Reporter to J. C. Shook & Co. 
The ‘To the Public’’ is given by Jas. C. Shook, 
outlining the policy of the paper. 

An article clipped from the Cherokee Sentinel, 
paying a merited compliment to J. John Carter on 
his election as principal of the Tyler University. 
This school flourished a while and then passed 
out, sending many bright young men and yourg 
women as a credit to the school 

I notice the election of Lemuel Dale Evans to 
congress over Col. Matt Ward by a majority of 
355. Texas had only two representatives in the 


lower house of congress—now thirteen, showing 
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the growth of Texas. Theend of the 20th cen- 
tury will make a similar change from the present 
date. | . 

The Reporter of September 12th states that J. 
C. Shook has been summoned to the bedside of his 
father, and B. T. Selman has purchased his inter- 
est in the paper. Jack Davis again mounts the 
editorial tripod. Selman & Davis are the proprie- 
tors. 

A good, competent printer 1s advertised for, to 
take charge of the mechanical department of the 
paper. 

Gen. Thos. J. Rusk will address the people of 
Smith county, at Tyler, on the politics of the day, 
“especially on Know Nothingism.’’ Politics is at 
fever heat. A big democratic barbecue on the 
2oth of September at Henderson, Texas. 

Dr. Wm. S. Caldivell is the ‘Prince of Land- 
lords,’’ catering to the public favor at the Holman 
House. 

A call for a meeting of the Smith county agri- 


cultural suciety to meet in Tyler Saturday. 

A stage line is advertised through Tyler, run- 
ning from Shreveport to Marshall, Tyler, Waco 
and Austin, as soon as Red river rises. The Re- 
porter congratulates the people of ‘Texas on the 
‘‘sood time that is coming’? when the line is in 
operation. What a contrast in the way of trans- 
portation now and forty-five years ago. 
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The quarterly conference held at Jamestown 
recommeuds that Fowler Institute be moved from 
Henderson to Tyler. This calls for one-half col- 
umn of ‘‘glorification’’ in the paper. | 

The big democratic barbecue at Jacksonville 
has passed away amid the shouts and_ jollification 
of the people. The following illustrious men held 
forth from the stump as public speakers; Senator 
Thos. J. Rusk, Hon. F..W. Bowden, Col. Louis 
ae yvigiall, Col. Maicom. 0. Grahant, Col A. T. 
Rainey, Richard B. Hubbard and others. It was 
a gathering of the brainy men of Texas. Hon. 
Richard B. Hubbard was then quite a young man, 
and his speech was reported as one of eloquence 
and force. The reporters of the different papers 
predicted a bright future for the young man_ that 
has culminated in a world-wide reputation as gov- 
ernor of Texas and minister to Japan. He passes 
amoug the great men of his generation. He re- 
sides in Tyler and is the recipient of congratula- 


tions on his book, ‘*The United States and Japan 


in the Far East.”? 
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B. F. S. Brewster, son of Sheriff Brewster, was 
a mative of Georgia and removed to St. Clair 
county, Alabama. He» was married to Miss 
Amanda M. Knight, a daughter of Rev. Moses 
Knight, a preacher of vote and great influence. 
Miss Brewster was a native of Georgia, settled 
with her father’s family in Taladega county Ala., 
where she was married to the subject of this sketch. 

B. F. S. Brewster removed to Smith county, 
Texas, in 1856, in company with the family of 
Smith Shelton. He first settled three miles east 
of Tyler; sold that place and bought another farm 
near Pleasant Retreat, where he died. When the 
war broke out he enlisted in the army, doing his 
duty as a Confederate soldier. In 1863, while at 
home on a short furlough he was taken ill with 


typhoid fever and died after a short illness. His 
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wife remained on the Brewster farm tntil all the 
children were grown, except one daughter who 
died in 1864. 

They had seven children. Benjamin F. Brew- 
ster married Miss Pearcy O. Burgamy, daughter 
of Eli and Fannie Burgamy, and a niece of the 
Rev. J. C. Burgamy, who died at Lindale, Texas, 
afew years ago. ‘They had had ten children, nine 
living aud one dead. ‘They reside at Lindale, 
Pena: 

W.H. (Hamp) Brewster resides in Tyler. 
He is unmarried. 

Celinda married Prof. Houston Shull, who died 
while on a visit to his parents in Missssippi. He 
left a widow and six children. They reside near 
Mt. Sylvan, Texas. 

S. A. Brewster married Agnis Caldwell. They 
have four children, and reside near Mt. Sylvan, 
Texas. 

W. D. Brewster married Miss Mattie Dudley; 
the latter dying in March, 1900. They have five 
children, and live in Mt. Sylvan community. 
Jam sorry I have no more family data, and fall 
short on particularizing. 

The Brewster family are good people and good 
citizens; and generally church members. The 
parents were earnest christian people, leaving 


their children a good name. 
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tO THE PUBLIC. 

This page concludes Volume One. I have 
enough matter before me for another volume of like 
size. If the people desire it, it will soon be pub- 
lished. People have subscribed liberally for this 
volume, and the same means will cause Volume II 
to goto press. Some errors have occurred in this 
volume, because of so many names and dates that 
a second edition would correct. Many artitles of 
history, of a personal and general interest have 
been crowded out, and will appear in Volume II, 
if the public demands it. The next volume will 
bring matters of history to date. The chapters 
have been, and will be, so arranged that each 
bears no special relation to the other. 


THE AUTHOR. 
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ERRATA.—Page 3, John Duncan should 
read W. B. Duncan. 

Page 98, an omission: Miss Emma Reaves 
married Morgan Oden. They reside at the old 
homestead in Tyler, Texas. Mr. Oden is a good 
business man of this city. Judge Reaves makes 
his home with them. 
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Boren, Richard Long 49 
Boren, Sam 229 

Boren, S. H. 46,76 
Boren ,2S%iH~sJr. 46 
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Caswell, Thos. J. 182 

Caswell, Willie 182 

Cates 122 

Cates, Mary 280 

Cawthorn, Mary Jane 
Huggins 281 

Cemetery [Tyler] 98 

Center [Alabama] 

Center Church 374,375 

CeMGen. J« seo 

Chambliss, Nettie 310 

Chancellor, Abram 18,55 
56 

Cranceltor, W. H. 352 

Chancey, John L. 14 

Chancey, Stephen 18,22 

Chandier, <A., Fa 260 

Chandler, Alice 260 

Chandler [Tex] 260,261 

Chapman 76 

Chapman, wR. GW. \389 ,393 

Charleston [S.cC.] 59 
148 

Charleston Convention 
390 

Charleston Medical 
College 189 

Chattanooga River 
229 

Chereno [Tex] 200 

Cherokee Co. [Ga] 205 
298 

Cherokee Co. [Tex] 3,45 
56,9836 , 37,146,200 
216 

Cherokee Indians 224 

Cherokee Land Bill 134 

Cheroxee Purchase 201 
298 

Cherokee Sentinel 394 

Cheyenne [Wyoming] 116 

Chicago [11l]}) 46,69,70 
110 

Chickamauga 156 

Chief Justice 389 

Childress 122 

Chil ton. .123,,135 

Chilton, George 28 

Chilton, George W. 7 
23, \24,40,57,58 95 
96,240,242, 370 

Chilton, Mrs. George W. 
108 

Chilton, Horace 107,242 

Chilton tex) 253 

Chilton & Warren 391 

Christian, Carrie Belle 
387 

Church [Baptist] 31 

Cincinnatti [Ohio] 151 

Citizens National Bank 
163 

City Hotel 320 

Clark, Amos 17 

Clark, Bob 207 

Bieek ge COl,.: 212 


Clark, Ed 226 

Clark, George 90 

op i «ahs ge 

CLetk, eG, vee? 

Clark, Robert 217,218 

Clark Co. [Geo] 332 

Clay, Ben 316 

Olav, Gers Loess! .314 
316 

Clay, Emma 315 

Clay, Emmett 316 

Clay, Henry 64,65 

Clay, James 316 

Clay, John M. 314-317 

Clay, Johnnie 315 

Clay, Martha .314,317 

Clay, Orkey 316 

Clay, Rebert.C. 314,315 

Ciay,. Rebert.0. 315,316 

Clay,.Sam B..215 

Clay 2 ALDOS 40s pale 

Clay, Will Tom«<316 

Clay, Wm. «she 315 

Cleburne [Tex] 117,220 

Clemons, Allen 165 

Clerk, County [First] 10 

Clerk, District ,[First] 
10 

Cleveland, Grover 89,153, 
167 

Clopton, David A. 109 

Clover Bend [Ark] 31ll 

Cobb Co..[Ga] 212,359 

Cockrell, Vannie 102 

Coke, Richard 152,364 

College of Physicians & 
Susgeons.. (N2Y.]. 189 

College Street 208 

Coblier; ‘Ac Delb22 


CoblinsatGe b.. YWAS,177,394 


Collins & Co. 394 
Colorado City [Tex] 70,71 
Colorado [Tex] 50 
Columbia Co.[Ga] 272 
Comanche [Tex] 294,329 
Commissioner, Co. 347 
Commissioners 4 
Cow: BAcukieth Tex Inf. 167 
Company C, Roberts Regt 
126 
Sen Paya Texas 160 


Company D, 15th Texas inf. 


260 


Company E, llth Texas inf. 


295 


Company E, 14th Texas inf. 


226 
Company K, 3rd Texas Cav 
LPS PDSS, 213,244,276 


281 
Company K, Seventh, Texas 
anf J. 69:76 


Confederate Army 46,47,48, 80 


Constable 12,390 
Consumer's Oil Mill 99 
Cook; Anna s133 

Cook, Mrs. Henry 376 
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, Crumpler, James P. 


_ Cunningham, 


Coosa*Co. {Ala] 202,228 
"coesy” Co. [Ala] 202 
Corinth [Miss] 117 


‘Corsey, Marshali 182 


Corsicana [Tex] 213,358 
Cotton «BelteR. Re’ 343.85 

141 
County Clerk 10,374,389 
County Judge 10,389 
County Seat [Locating] 

4,94 
County Treasurer 389 
Coupland 122 
Court, Confederate 393 
Court, ‘District ZI 
coare; District [First}) i3 
Courthouse 4/10 pil, 12,13,380 
Courthouse; U: S. 369 
Courts 131 
Cousant 142 
Cousins 76 
Cousins , Wo He '1017,302,103,104 
COmsar, Cae ce. le 
Cowsar, Dan 228,382,384 
Cowsar, Irvin 178 
Cowsar [Justice of Peace} 27 
Cowsar, Margaret 141,142 
Cox, Samuel H. 163,274 
Crerg,7 0% W.. "325 
Crawford, Pete 144,145 


Davis 
Davis, 


Las 


ALE. 29 240, 243, 3697,370 


oie pao e 


Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 


Bei. s4 
Edmond J. 318 
Elizabeth 115 
Jack 23,175,180,369,370 


383; 395 


Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 


Jenn T. 204-205 
Major 328 


Mollie E. Moore 328-331 


lb 


Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis, 
Davis 


Dawson, 


Ris “Eon a3 

TerrerLT “205 
Thomas Edward 331 
& Selman 395 

Rosa 329 


Dawson Place 167 
Day, Annie 223 
Baye ews Hi e223 


De Col 


ored Hotel 11] 


DeGraffenreid, F. F. 253 


Dean, 
Deen, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 


Ann “es Slo 


Asa 3l1l 
Bettie E. 310 
Bettie N. 310-311 


Calaway 270 
Carrier 270 
Cecil 310 
Charles M. 311 


Criminal Court of Appeals131,244 Dean,Claud F. 310 


Crockett, Bawy *23 

Cross, George W. 338 

Crow 122 

Crow, Dave 29 

Crow, ©. W. 68,389,391 

Crows” Sitti S50 

Crumpler, Elizabeth 227 

202), 203 

Crumpler, John 203 

Crumpler, Josie 227 

Crumpler, Sam 203,227 

Crumpter, Thomas’ B. 227 

Crutener,o9. Hh. ors” 164 

Crutchfield, Marian Lucinda 329 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
378 

Biit- 1¥2 

Charlotte 273 

Judge 273 

Elizabeth Olevia 386 

Curtis, John B. 286,287 

Cartas, ‘irs. We*S.*239 

Dallas 46,49,63,156 

Dallas [Tex] 360,375,393 

Daliagece,. trex). 309 ,370,371,392 

Dallas Herald 392 

Dallas News 233 

Dawes “kanes  L22 

Daniel, Rev. 122 

Daniels, Isaac H. 22 

Daughters of the Confederacy 328 

Davenport 76 

Davenpert,J. W. 27 

Davenport, Joe W. 393 

Davenport & Goodman 391 

Davicg Te Pe! 122 


Curly; 
Curl, 
Curlee, 


Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 
Dean, 


Dean Church 
Declaration of Independence 


Democr 
U5) 


Edna 311 

Fannie M. 310,311 
Prank’ Ao “35h) 
Horace 311 

mR. SOL salle. S42 
te TY, SO, Sele 
James L.,.31] 
Jessie M. 310 
terre r Bel 

Lazzie M.. 312 
Bou 2. 31) 

Lucy 310 

Ma jon o.. SUS? oso 
Merchison 3l]l 
Nettie 310 

Oe ewWist S. Oe sat Ske 
1S Geragged « penale PNY GIES wd 
Robert 311 

Rosa 311 

Roy Sit 

Roy "PS sis 

Ruth 310 

Thomas 310 

22 igg. 31d 

Walter E. 310-311 
Walter W. ‘310 
Wayne F. 311 
WirtYie “Louis “311 
Winnie 31l 

30 Leh 3 ae 
atic National Convention 
1 


Dennis ,” Alice A. 219 
Dennis, 
Dennis, 


Levi R., 219-220 
Maggie A. 219 
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Dennis, Mary E. 219,220 Eastinan's College 87 


Dennis, Rev. 121 Faton 122 
Dennis, Sallie S. 219,220 Baton [Ga] 371 
Dentist [Tyler] 234 Eatonville [Ga] 243 
Denton [Tex] 80 Ector, General 69 
Deputy, U. S. Marshall 270 Bdict of Natz 142,158 
Dewberry, John 4,5,6,129,228 Edom Baptist Church 312 
Deweese, Mary 269 Edwards, Anna Elizabeth 307 
Dickens, George W. 390 Edwards, Annie 306-307 
Dickson, ‘Ts .THHS34 Edwards, Asa 229 
Dickson, James 166 Edwards, Benjamin Franklin 306,30¢ 
Dickson, Joseph 44,45 Edwards, Birdie Miller 307 
Dickson, Mary 166 Edwards, Bonnie 307 
Dilley, Fred L. 358 Edwards, Catherine 307 
Dasteiet Clerk {[(First] 10 Edwards, Corrie Inez 307 
District Clerk 194 Edwards, David Francis 307 
Disability Act 152 Edwards, David M. 306,307 
"Distinguished American Lawyers Edwards, Elizabeth S. 229 

& Statesmen” 154 Edwards, Ella Izora 306,308 
District’Court/ 13,17 Edwards, Fred Patterson 307 
Dobbs, Melissa 68 Edwards, Henry Grady 306-307 
Doctors, Canton 120 Edwards, J. C. 306-308 
Dollahite, James 10 Edwards, Joe Jackson 306,308 
Doney, F. F. 120 Edwards, John W.306 
Dood, T. W. 33 Edwards, Joseph Emmerson 307 
Dorough, Bessie 220 Edwards, Laura C. 308 
Dorough, Evelyne 220 Edwards, Louisa 306,308 
Dorough, Ivie 220 Edwards, Lucy May 307 
Dorough, J. D. 393 Edwards, Mattie 306,308 
Dorough, Leta 220 Edwards, Robert Lee 306-307 
Dorough, Levi R. 220 Edwards,. Runa Wadel 397 
Dorough, Maggie W. 220 * El Rancho [Saloon] 41 
Dorough, Robert P.220 Election, County [First] 10 
Dorough, Robert T. 220 Eleventh Conf.Inf.CSA 167,209,295 
Dorough, Virgie 220 Elk Horn [Pattle] 221 
Douglas 76 Elkings.«l22 
Douglas, Alexander 155,140,142 Elkins, A. 120 

194-199 Ellis 76 
Douglas, Eii 121,140 Ellis, Bony:.27,40;41 
Doug lag, <P. 392 Bie ita. 27, lot 2 co l- 302 
Douglas, James 140 Ellis, James 260 
Douglas, James P. 155-157,141, Elmo [Kaufman Co] 211 

176,177,240,243,360,389 Engledow, R.- 120 
Douglas, Jim 28,121 Engledow, Robert 366,367 
Douglas,John 121,140,141,240,245 Engledow, Lindsey 120 
Douglas, John B. 343,392 Enhnzs {Tex]- 325,334 
Douglas, Mary 140 Epperson, D. J. 286 
Douglas, Robert 140 Epperson, D. J. [Jack] 288 


Douglas'Texas Battery 46,156,141 Epperson, Emma 286,288 
168,221,243,245,297,360,361 Epperson, Green B. 76,285-289 


362 Epperson, John T. 286,287 
Douglass [Miss] 304 Epperson, Judson, 310 
Dowell, Ola 268 Epperson, Louise 285 a 
Doyle, James 18 ' Epperson, Nancy Josephine 286,2¢* 
Draughon, Alice 274 Epperson, Sisilee 286 } 
Dudley, Mattie 398 Epperson, Thomas Jordan 285,286 
Duke, Paradine 299 Epperson, Wm. R. 286,287 
Duke, Wm. W. 392 Epperson & McKinley Sawmill 289 
Duncan, John 5,400 Erath Co. [Tex] 307 
Duncan, John M. 358 Erwin 30 
Duncan, W. B. 4,400 Erwin, A. O. [Gus] 369,370 
Dunn, Thos. L. 390 Erwin, Clay 188,244 
Durst Building 101 Erwin, Emma 188,242 
East Texas Conference 169 Erwin, Frank 188 


East Texas Fire Insurance Co.43 Erwin, Gus 187 

East Texas Methodist Conference Erwin, H. C. 240,244 
183,219 Erwin, Mary 187 

East *Texas University 44 Erwin [Miss] 137,268 
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Erwin, Rissa 188,259 

Erwin, Thomas B. 185-188-259 

Erwin, Thomas G. 187 

Erwin Hall 240,241,247 

Evans 122 

Evans, Ed 237 

Evans, Larkin 103 

Evans, Lemuel Dale 394 

Evans, Mrs. Phillip 205 

Evans, Sue 103 

Fairfax’ Dist’ (5.70.1 ° 386 

Fannie Avenue 263 

Fannin Co. [Tex] 182 

Farmer, S. W. 10 

Farmersville [La] 138 

Farrington, Kittie 353 

Rausit ,& Wabe.3226 

Faust, Walter B. 226' 

Favre, Miss. 274 

Faweetti.s Acc J.° 33 

Federal Court house 380 

Federal Grand Jury, First 287 

Felton, DPr.z 391 

Felton, John Y. 68 

Felton & Wiggins 371 

Ferguson, Alfred A. 206-208 

Ferguson, A. W. 27,76 

Ferguson & Yarbrough 206 

Ferguson Street 208 

Fielder, Beile 257 

Fields, Rev. 121 

Pitteanth Texsoint. 233,260,306 
310 

Finger, George W. 137,268 

Finley, Alma Mary 63 

Finley, Mamie Olevia 63 

Finley, Webster 62 

First Board of Aldermen [Tyler] 
149 

First Brick house [Tyler] 131 

First Flour Mill [Tyler] 130 

Farst, Gini in Smith Co. 129 

First House in Tyler 129 

First Steam Engine [Tyler 130 

First Surveyor 129 

First Texas, CSA 329 

First Texas Battery 360 

Fisher, Henry 59 

Fisher, Rev. 121 

Fleishel, Smith 229 

Flinn 122 

Floore, H. 120 

Floore, Henry 366 

Floore, J. 120 

Florence, Seaborn 68 

Florida 252 

Florida Indian War 350 

Fones, Daniel G. 98,99 

Fort Donaldson 310 

Fort Donelson 69,70,161 

Fort Parker 345 

FortSmith [fArk]} 63 

Fort Worth [Tex] 88,245,326 

Fosque,. F.. F.. 369 

Fourteenth Tex. inf. 212,226 

Fourth Texas U.S. Volunteers 47 

Fowler, Dr. 120 


Fowler, John 131 

Fowler Institute 396 

Fox, May 326 

France’ 142,158, 331 

Franklin [Ky] 44 

Franklin College [Tenn] 46 

rounn.in Co, {Til} 345 

Franklin Co. [Ky] 300 

Franklin Co. [Tenn] 277,303 

Freedman's Bureau 82 

Freeman, Henry W. 18 

French Huguenots 142 

French Presbyterians 142 

Fresno [Cal] 89 

Fronne, Marie Johana 263 

Funderburgh, Amanda 333,350 

Funderburgh, Bera Unice 333 

Funderburgh, Isaac 332 

Funderburgh, Lena 333 

Funderburgh, Maltha Celone 333 

Funderburgh, Oakley Oyer 333 

Funderburgh, Occo Mantha 334 

Funderburgh, Ogie Oden 334 

Funderburgh, Oglo Bano 334 

Funderburgh, Ogno Rano 334 

Funderburgh, Oliver Welch 334 

Funderburgh, Omino Cubo 334 

Funderburgh, Onro Lama 333 

Funderburgh, Ontie Otus 334 

Funderburgh, Oregon Cologne 333 

Funderburgh, Orkney Eric 333 

Funderburgh, Orpha Zanah 334 

Funderburgh, Orsenica Fidelie 334 

Funderburgh, Osero Lano 334 

Funderburgh, Oto G. 334 

Funderburgh, Oyer 0.392 

Funderburgh, Ozark 334 

Funderburgh, Sarah 332 

Funderburgh, Wm. B. 332-335 

Funderburgh, William Walter 333 

Gage, Dora 182 

Gage, John 182 

Gaines, ‘David ¥, Jr. 165,252,253 

Gaines, David ¥. Sr. 165,252,253 

Gaines, D. Y. 392 

Gaines, Helen 252,253 

Gaines, Lillie 252,253 

Galveston [Tex] 6,50,60,216,264 
308,329 

Galveston News 330 

Gampre Ll, a. Bs, 33 

Gammon, Smith M. 14 

Garden Valley [Tex] 183,186,239 

329,346 

Gardner, Thos. J. 14,22 

Garner 37,38,39,40 

Garnett 122 

Garnett, Wm. 22 

Sarre ce a Aw.M4a» wos 

Garrett, Caroline 304 

Gary, Belle Boren 47,50 

Gary. FPN. 2h 229 

Gary, Frances 47 

Gary, Hampson 47 

Gaston, George 159 

Gaston, Mack 159 
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Gaston, Miss 190 Grandkury's Tex Brigade 160 


Gaston, R. K. 190 Grand Opera House 101 
Gaston, Robert 153 Granda Saline [Tex] 294 
Gaston, Robert Kirkpatrick 158 Gray, Elia 270 

Gaston, William 159 Gray, Mitchell 393 
Gathered Brethern [Church} 312 Gray, Mrs. Mary H. 86 
Gaza, Emily 386 Grayhidl, C. M. 305 


Georgia 68,79,112,142,151,179, Greely Ticket 152 
200,204,206, 212,221,224,229 Green 76,122 
243,256,26€6,272,285,294,298 Green, Annie 226 
SUG joa pastes , 393,399,371 Crean aM. C.. 392 


397 Green, Wm. 167,226,389 
Georgia Military Institute69,179Greenville [Texj $0,386 
German National Bank 99 GReerg (G. Ase. 3hL 
Germany 60, 262 Greer, Gilbert 31ll 
Gettysburg [Battle] 268 Greer, Pearle 311 
Gibbs. 'S.. 1D2'3 8S Gregg's [Regt] 310 
Gihbe, \S... S133 \ Gregory, T. N. 120 
Grpner, Mrs. i C. 239 Griffin, Deputy U.S.Marshall 320 
Gibson, Isaac 304 Grinnan, W. W. 229 
Gibson, John P. 304 Grinnan House 129 
Giles Co. [Tenn] 42 Grinstead, Col. 109,110 
CREP EALSAM... 232 Guinett Co. [Ga] 298 
Gilley, John B. 22 Guinn, Arthur Lee 308 
GrPlvany AW. ot. 304 Guinn, J. C. 308 
Gilliam, Anna 304 Guinn, Laura 306 
Gilliam, Carrie 304 Guinn, Mason Earl 308 
Gilliam, Eliza 304 Hagerstown [Md] 313 
Gilliam, Emma 305 Hall, Levander J. 277 
Gilliam, G. W. 304 Hall, Missouri Ann 277 
Gilliam, H. R. 304 Hall, Nora Otis 277 
Gilliam H. T. 305 Halverson, Ellen 249 
Gilliam, Minyard 303-305 Ham, Judge 27 
Gilliam, Minyard Jr. 304 Hamblin Manufacturing Co. 99 
Gilliam, Nancy 304 Hamilton, Clayton 117 
Gilliam, Richmond 304 Hamid ton, H.¥.. 130,175,176 
Gilliam, Rev. 121,391 240,245 
Gilliam, Sarah Ann 303 Hamilton, Hanse 175,245 
Gilliam, W. H. 303,304 Hamilton,.Mrs, J. J. 205 
Gillis, D. “220 Hamilton, Mark 175,245 
Gillispie, Miss 227 Hamilton, Rev. 121 
Gin [First] 6 Hamilton, Van 28,175,245,383 
Ginn, Rev. Daddy 121 Hamilton, We Baa Bly lL 465177, 180, 362 
Godley, F. A. 318-322 Hamilton, Will 197 
Goode, John J. 392 Hampson, Miss 42 
Goodgame, Rachel 353 Hampton Sidney College 368 
Goodman 30 Hancock Co... [Ala]. 97 
Goodman, Ben 123 Harden, Ben 393 
Goodman, Benjamin106-108,172,173 Harlan, John Marshall 67 
Goodman, Burke 48 Harlan, Joseph 67 
Goodman, Charles Q. 48 Harmon, John 362 
Goodman, Claybourne. 173 Harmon Academy 229 
Goodman, Hamilton 108 Harodsburg [Ky] 361 
Goodman, Lewis 108 Harper, Anna 182 
Goodman, Maggie Ellen 48 Harper, John M. 390 
Goodman, Mrs. W. J. 159 Harper, Judge 27 
Goodman, S. A. 33,189,190 Harris, Abe 265 
Goodman, S. A. Jr. 189-191, Harris Creek 229 

391 Harris, James 122 
Goodman, Samie Boren 48 Hagric,( J6OTr 267 
Goodman, Samuel A. 172-173 Harris, Miss 303 
Goodman, W. J.°33,173 Harris, Sammy 122 
Goodman, Wm. J. 189-191 Harris, Wm. 393 
Goodman & Davenport 391 . Hartson, GL. CC. 137,268 
Governor [Tex] 152 Harrison Co. [Tex] 133,134 
Graham, Malcom D. 396 Hartwell, Senith 329 


Granbury's Brigade 243 Harvard University 151 
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Hatch, Dell 253 

Hatcher, Evaline 345 
Hayes, Thos. 0. )27,200-201 
Hayne's Station [S.C.] 172 
Hays 85 

Bavs,; Fa.M. 201,391,392 
Hays, Frank 28 

Hays, Frank H. 201 

Hays, George 200 

Hays, J. Me. 201,366,367 
Hays, Matt 178 

Hays4.\ T .oJ@r£y 201 

Hays, Thos. J. 129 

Hays, Tommy 228 

Heard Co. [Ga] 229 

Heeder, Hotchkiss & 229 
Heenan 390 

Heeter, Leah 220 

Hemphill, Elizabeth D. 266 
Henderson 134 

Henderson, J. Pinkney 61,66 
Henderson, Pinkney 22 
Henderson, W. S. 351 


Henderson, [Tex] 66,290,396, 395 


Henderson Co. [Tenn] 125 


Hobbs, Anna 79 
Hobson, Hattie 99 


Hodge 122 
Hodges, C. S 


« 120 


Hodges, Mollie 70 
Hogg, James S. 71,90,91,92 


Holden 122 


Holder 144,145 
Hollins Institute [Va] 45 


Hollinsworth 


, Ella 305 


Hollman, Lucy 138 


Holman 76 
Holman, Alex 


av 


Holman, Hardy 22,229 


Holman, John 
Holman House 
Holt, Sallie 
Holt, Thomas 


27,56,384 
28 

268 

268 


Hood 142 

Hood, John B. 246 

Hood's Brigade 329 
Hopewell 213 

Hopkins Co. [Tex] lll 
Hopkinsville [Ky] 286,310 
Horkersmith, John M. 390 


Henderson Co. [Tex]3,182,205,210 Horseshoe {Battle of] 44 


Ad pak, O01, 301,379 
Henderson Road 197 
Hendricks, Thomas A. 153 
Mendricks, W. A. .175,176 
Henrietta [Tex] 205 
Henry, Mrs. L. A. 108,242 
Henry, Wood 55 
Henry Co. [Ga] 353 
Herndon, Anna 80 
Herndon, Bessie H. 86 
Herndon, Charles 86,87 
Herndon, Grace 86 
Herndon, Hugh 86,87 
Herndon, James 79,80 
Herndon, James M. 86 A 
Herndon, John 79 
Herndon, John Henry 86 
Herndon, Mary 79,80 
Herndon, Mary H. 86 
Herndon, Reuben 79,80 
Herndon, W. S. 79, picture8s0 

81,82,83,84,85,86,87,88,89 

0799992 793 , 391 
Herndon, William Sidney 86 
Herrin, Margarett A. 104 
Hester, Robert H. 18 
Hill .76,%422 
Hill, Goi 4 7833 
Hill, David 109 
Hill, Helen 333 
Hills o-oo -4,,29 <9 


Hill,James C.109,278,325,333,339 


Hild,-oohn:S. 333 

Hild, ~Rebecca,325 

Hz idy Sup .316 

Hill, Wm. “Uncle Billy" 316 
Hide Wn. <P. 393 


Hill's Business College 183,250 


Hitchens, M. 120 
Hitt, Cora 263 
Hitt, Mary 337 


Horsley, Ellen E. 386 

Horsley, R.*G. 386 

Horton, Andrew Jackson 209,210 
Horton, Charles Lee 209,210 
Horton, Cora Ellen 209,211 


Horton, George Washington 209,210 
Horton, Jefferson Fowler 209,219 


Horton, John Franklin 209,210 
Horton, Lewis Patton 209,210 
Horton, Malisa Ann 209,210 
Horton, Nancy Alice 209,211 
Horton, PHitlap 209-211 
Horton, Phillip Wesley 209,210 
Horton, Robert Dale 209,211 
Horton, William Troy 209 
Horton & Son 211 

Hoskins, Laura 188 

Hotchkiss & Heeder 229 

Hotel, De Colored 11 

Hot Springs [Ark] 63,99,256 
House, Eddie Louise 357,358 
House, Nellie 357,358 

House, R. E. 318-322 

House, Reuben E. 357,358 
House, Reuben J. 357 

Houston 134,340 

Houston, Sam 15,22,61,64,65,66 


Houston. [Tex], .215..257,274,326,393 


Houston Co. [Tex] 366 
Houston Telegraph 329 
Howard, Ben A. 182 

Howard, Gus 217 

Howard, Jas. 360,393 
Howard, Jessie Augusta 217 
Howard, Polly 1l 

Howard, Thomas 393 

Howard Co. [Tex] 70 

Hoxie 85 

Hubbard 66,123,135 
Hubbard, Dick 27,28,229,383 
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McGill, Alsia 182 
MeGuifie, C.~ 299 

McKay 122 

McKellar, John 46 
McKellar, Mary Louise 81 
McKellar, Sue 46 
McKenzie College 80 
McKinley 30 

McKinley, J«L. 14 
McKinley, John M. 196 


McKinley, John N.144,145,146,287 


McKinley, William 18 


McKinley, Epperson & Sawmill 289 


McMurray, Amira 373 
McNary Co. [Tenn] 181,355 
Macon [Ga] 334 

Magee, Angie 337 
Magruder, J. Bankhead 81 
Mahann, Mr. 230 

Mahoney, Joseph P. 46 
Malone, Mart 27 


Manila [Phillipine Islands] 230 


Manning, Miss 137 
Mansfield [Battle] 231 
Mansfield [La] 274 
Mansfield [Tex] 137,268 
Mansfield Church 313 
Marble Falls 21 
Marbury, L. W. 166 
Marbury, Nancy J. 166 
Barchian:, ©. A. 22 
Marietta [Ga] 68,359 
Marietta [La] 68 
Marion Co. [Tex] 256 


Marsh, Bryan 28,160-162,229, 369 


Marsh, Bryan Jr. 163,164 


Marsh,-Bryan, Sr. 160,163-165 


Marsh, Darius 163,164 
Marsh, Edmund 163 

Marsh, Henry B. 164 

Marsh, Isabella 163,165,252 


Marsh, McIlwaine & Fitzgerald164 


Marsh, Martha 163 
Marsh, Peter 163,164 
Marsh, Sallie 163,164 
Marsh, Sarah 343 


Marshall [Tex] 16,168,207,315 


Jeet 3 gt 
Marshall Co. [Tenn] 44,166 
Martin ¢ gis apg LO 
Martin, George 379 
Martin, Mary 257 
Martin, Miss 304 
Martin, Wm. .257 
Marton 59 
Maryland 313 
Maryville College [Tenn] 47 
Mason 122 
Mason, Andrew 209 
Mason, Nancy 209 
Masonic Grand Lodge 393 


Masonic Lodge117,125,149,171,210 


Masonic Order 232,234,263 
Massachusetts 47,151,158,329 
Matthews, Adaline 273 
Matthews, Gov. 153 

Matthews, Isaac 18 


Maxey, -S.).Bs 88 

Mayer & Schmidt's 208 
Mayfield 122 

Mayor [Tyler] 354 
Meador, Sisilee 286,287 
Meadow, Dick 27 

Meadow, Elijah 14 
Meadow, Lige 27 

Meadow, R. 18 

Meadow, Tom 27 

Meadows, Elijah 278 
Meadows, Mary 278 
Meadows, Richard 278 
Meadows, Thomas 278,279 
Melton 122 

Mercer University 15l 
Messenger, Nannie 290 
Messer, °8. -Gs 278 


Methodist Church 101,136,181,222 


250,324,374,391 
Moll. JGaasch s90uth 287 


Methodist Church [Noonday] 363 


Methodist Church [Tyler] 130 


Methodist Episcopal Church 92,194 


Methodist Preachers 121 
Mexican War 148,307,360 
Mexico 316 

Michell, Nannie 294 
Middleton, Angeline 232,244 
Middleton, Arthum J. 233 
Middleton, Bill 122 
Middleton, Wm. 

MilLburn,,’ Rev. 12) 

Miller, Alice 117 

Mish) S ge Ret ie. 87.288 
iilvyitie [Text 228 
NMilturn, Williamson 392 
"Minding the Gap" 330 
Mineola [Tex] 344 
Minnesota 142 

Mississippi 33,64,69,101,117,1 


LA2 173,213,229, 274,280 ,;27 


314,386, 387,398 
Mississippi River 310 
Mississippi University 33 
Missouri 91,154 
Missouri Medical College 367 
Mitchell County 71 
MOCK 4 ey. FwalL2Z6,ha7 
Monroe [La] 362 
Monterey [Battle of 
Montgomery, A. L. 3 
Montgomery, Lena S. 387 
Montgomery, [Ala] 339 
Montgomery Co. [Ala] 349 
Monti Cello [Ark] 213 
Moore, 76,146 
Moore, C. M. 250 
Moore, Hartwell 329 
Moore, Henry 281 
Moore, John 329,330 
Moore, Miss 304 
Moore, Mollie E. 179,180,390 
Moore, N. P. 33 
Moore, Nancy 280 
Moore, Richard 280.,329 
Moore, Thomas Oscar 329 
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Morehead, Elizabeth 313 Oden, Morgan 400 


Morgan, J. C. 218 Odom, Durham 346 
MorneL.L... D.B. 33 Odom, Elizabeth 346 

, Morris, John, R. 379 Odom, Francis 345-348 
Méruas.,. tT... 334 Odom, Jesse F. 346,347 
Morton 120 Odom, John K. 346 
Mt. sGarme.. 70,465,213, 343 Odom, Nannie 345 
Mt. Lebanon Community 359 Odom, Martha Francis 346 
Mt. Pleasant [Texj 387 Odom, Samuel V. 19 
Mt. Sylvan[TexJ159,222,252,336,398 Odom, Sarah Jane 346 
Mud Creek 226 Odom, Thomas Lee 346,348 
Muelkansas [Germany] 262 Ohio 142,151,360,361 
Mullins, Elizabeth 256 "Ola Alcalde™ 21.4267 
Murfesboro 156 Old Canton 224,280,366 
Murphy, Arch 315 Olfenbuttel Dry Goods Co. 363 
Murphy.,,. J. E... 346 Omaha [Neb] 99 
Murphy, Lena 315 Omen [Tex] 62,102,119-123,143,196 
Murphey, Mrs. Pink 243 203 LO geet lect OAS » ZOU 
Murray, Artena 182 307,365 
Myversgrdu, Ls, 19 Omen High School 119,143,307 
Mystic Circle 125 Oneal, James 130 


Nacogdoches 43,44,73,121,134,258 O'Neil 145,146 
Nashville [Tenn] 48,277,312,361 Opera house 101 





Nashville, University of 387 Orr, Professor 368 
Navarro Co. [Tex] 70,165,282 Overton, Dr. 120 
Nebo [Tex] 357 Overton, Frank 122. 362 
Nebo Church 68 Overton [Tex] 225 
Nebraska 99 Oxford [Mass] 329 
Neches River 3,200 Owens, F. J. 33 
Neel, Susie 226 Owens, Thos. J. 334 
Nelson 142 Owens Place 101 
Nesbitt, Arah 333 Pabst, Albert 264 
New England Conservatory of Pabst, Bertha 264,265 
Music [Boston,Mass] 47 Pabst, Fred C. 264 
New Iberia [(La.] 351 Pabst, Fred Jr. 264 
New Orleans [La] 185,234,328 Pabst, Julia 264 
329,387,391 Pabst, Julius 262-265 
New Orleans [Battle of] 44 Pabst, Lena 264 
New Orleans Picayune 331 Pabst, Marie 264 
Newberry (S.C.] 47 Pabst, Oscar 264 
Newspaper 130 Pabst & Lehnbeuter 264 
Newspaper [First, Tyler] 109 Pace 122 
Newspapers [Tyler] 175-180 Pace, John Trimble 62 
New York City 189 Pace, Mary Sophia 62 
New York 59,110,248,262 Pacific Express Co. 71,214 
Niblack, V. 285. Page, John 228 
Nicholson, Emma 268 Palestine [Tex] 72,220,362 
Noble, Ed. B. 392 Palmer & Storr 213 
Noble, Joe 307 Panola Co. [Tex] 134,345,346 
Noble, S. E. 307 Paris [France] 331 
Noland's 306 Parker, Emily 116 
Noonday 71,362 ‘ Parker, W. S. 80 
Normal Dept.,Univ.of Nashville387 Parker [J.B.] & Co. 379 
North Broadway [Street] 129 Parker Fort 345 


North Carolina 16,45,47,142,158 Parsons 123 
164,166,181,206,272,277,282 Parsons, Albert 110 


306,323,326,343,373 ; 
. ; ¥ tp. Fela Parsons Texas Brigade, CSA 110 
N h r 2 : 
One Bameton<(Va} 225 Parsons, Wick B. 112 


Norton, John 116,237 Parsons, Wm. Henry 109,110,175 


Norton, Judge 321 Pate, John 73 

Norway 248 Pate, Mary 355 

Oak Hills {Mo} 191 Pates ic We -Hw 355 
Ochiltree 66,134 Perryville 361 
Ochiltree, Wm. B. 13,15,16 Pathahola, Chief 224 


Odd Fellows' Hall 32 Patterson 76 
Odd Fellow Lodge 149,263 Patterson, Fred 297 
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Patterson, John 145,146,228 
Patterson, “John -M.s27 , £29 ,296=297 
Patterson, Pink 297 

Patterson, Thomas 297 

Payne, Levonia E. 63 

Pearlington [Miss] 274 

Peques, Gary 48 

Pegues, Jack 48 

Pegues, James A. 48 


‘Pegues, Mary Boren 48 


Pegues, Sallie Nep 48 
Pennsylvania 48,63,142 
Perry, Alex 281 

Perry, BR. *Fs -bL5 

Perry, Charlie 117 
Pérry, Clark Ds 115-118 
Perry, Fannie 116,117 
Perry, Foster 115 

Perry, Frank 116 

Perry, Hattie 116 

Perry; 8O°Ws 215 

Perry, John 116 

Perry, Judge 116 

Perry, Kittie 116 

Perry, Lizzie 116 

Perry, Mrs. Clark D. pict 114 
Perry) *Helize 116,117 
Perry, Wilbur 117 

Perry, Willie D. 182 
Perry, Wm. 115 

Peters, J. M. 19 
Philadelphia [Penn] 48,63,152 
PHiLIipS;7A.-32 33 
PRilips, G.<R.33 
Philips, George R. 36 
Pickens Co. [Ala] 323 
Pierce, Bob 143,144,145 
Pierce, Cal 29 

Pierce, Joe 198 

Pierce, Riley 196 
Pierce ,-WirtG.<«13 

Pierce, W. R. 194,195 
Pierce, Wood 145,146 
Pike Co. [Ala] 222 
Pinkerton, Gus 379 
Pinkerton, James 379 
Pinkerton, P. C. 286,288 
Pinkerton, Pickens C.288,378,379 
Pinkerton, Thos. A. 379 
Pingertou,. wi. A. 379 
Pittman, Miss 137 
Pittman, Nora 326 
Pleasant Hili 203 
Pleasant Point.Church 313 
Pleasant Retreat 259,397 
Police Force [Tyler] 213 
Polk 44 : 

Posk. ©O....frex} 369,,370(N.C.) 306 
Pollett, Ed. 228 
Pollett, Edgar 19 
Ponder, Sallie E. 311 
Pootwetnaciey O.. 337,338 
Pool, Clementine 337 
Foot; Dora: €. 337,338 
Pool, Henry 337 

Pools, I. Ps. 337 


Pool, James F. 337 

Pool, Jennie 337 

Pool;,*UJonn-A. 337 

Pool; ‘Robert’ C. 337 

Pool, Thomas 336-338 

Pool, Thomas J. 337 

Pope, Jesse 346 

Pope, Sallie E. 346 

Pope, W. A. 346 

Porter, cnarise L117 

Portis, £. Me £O4 

Portis, Lucy 164 

Portis, Mary 164 

Portis, Mittie 164 

Portis, Sarah 164 

Postmaster [Tyler] 167 

Post office’ [Tyler] 215 

Potter, Bessie H. 86 

Potter, Dorothy Louise 87 

Prairieville [Tex] 250 

Presbyterian Church 158,368 

Presbyterian Preachers 122 

Prestwood, A. P. 368 

Printess, S. S. 64 

PLOVELSS » os aertan 

Pruett, Archibald 280 

Pryor “Creek [Ind.’ territory} 137,265 

Purey . Mra. “2. a)... 20:5 

Ouzrtman [Tex] -113,212,319,371 

Rabbit Creek 185,206 

Radford [Va] 264 

Ragsdale, Eliza 210 

Rail Commission 91 

Railroad, Galveston, Houston é& Tyler 
391 

Railroad Meeting 246 

Rainey, A..Ts 396 

Ramey, Nannie 290 

Ramond [Battle of] 70 

Ramsour, Hosea 130 

RAMSOUR, sl sis 209 

Rankin, D. B.. 120 

Rasberry, John 236 

Rasberry, Mary 236 

Rasbury, J. F. 206 

Rasbury, Rev. 121 

Pav bs Be. t8e2 

Ray, Presilla 182 

a ot a pete’: waite. AS Ye : 

Rave Wa: cu ed 

Raymond [Miss] 179 

Read, L. A. 139 

ReaG,; MES. John T. 159 

Reagan, Jno. H. 88 

Reaves 123 

Reaves. Algernon Sidney 98,99 

Reaves, Edwin Thomas 98,99 

Reaves, Georgia 31 

Reaves, Hart Walker 99 

Reaves, Hattie Lucile 99 

Reaves, Helen 99 

Reaves, James Gould 99 

Reaves, Judge 400 

Reaves, Lottie Fones 99 

Reaves, Pete 385 

Reaves, Stephen [Pete] 98,99 
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Reaves, Stephen 17,18,19,27,31 
Ste 7 yf 9 POO ,130,389 ,391 

PicE. a7 

Reaves, Texana Dustin 98 

Reaves, William Hobson 99 

Reaves, William Lee 98,99 

Reconstruction 156,318 

Red River 60,83,395 

Red Springs Community 273,336 

Reese, David 276 

Reese, F. G. 294 

Reese, James 276 

Reese, John K. 276 

Reese, Harriett 276 

Reeves, Chas. 344 

Reeves, James B. 221 

Reid, Con F. 389 

Beriiy, «. S. 404 

Republican Party 156 

Reuter 30 

Revolutionary War 142,323 

Rex, Smith 254 

Rhea [Navarro Co] 165 

Rice, Augusta 254 

Rice, Clem 254 

Bice, Glirtton. 2 54 

Rice, Dean 254 

Rice, Fannie 309 

Rice, Floyd 254 

Rice, He F&F. 254-255 , 354 

Rice, Nellie 258 

Bice, 0. 2 254 

Rice, Tilla 254 

Rice, 2s. “255 

Rice, W. W. 254 

Richmond (Battle of] 46 

Richmond [Ky] 156,221 

Richmond [Va] 368 

Richter, Alma Edilina 61 

Riddle 122 

Riddle, Eliza 210 

Riley 120 

Rismuswigglewroggle,Benjamin 177 

Rockingham Co. [N.C.] 323 

Robbins, Archie 351 

Robbins, Archie S. 333 

Robbins, George 352 

Robbins, Horace 170 

Robbins, John 228, 349-352 

Robbins, John W. 170,333 

Robbins, Johnnie Bell 170 

Robbins, Katie 333 

Robbins, Leonard 170 

Robbins, Peyton 352 
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Virginia, Univ. of 47 

Voorhies, Sen. 154 

Wee. Hamilton & «CO. 26 


Waco [Tex]. 110,183,250,299,395 


Waco Commercial College 48 

Wadel, Taylor, Boon & 307 

Wadsworth, Sallie 344 

Waites, W. L. 69 

Walker, Amie Ann 98 

Walker, Amy W. 31 

Walker, B. .L. 193 

Walker, Bum 75 

Walker, Frank 317 

Walker, EB. iu. 123 

Walker, Kettie 246 

Walker, Lee 317 

Walker, M. D. 193 

Walker, Rev. 121 

WAtkeL, Ma As. LoS gee 

Walker, W. S. 31 

Walker, Wim. ‘D.. e417 

Walker > Wills. Sun caveat p01 98 
192-193,389 

Walker & Lively 120 

Walters, Andy 55,56 

Walters, Ed 116 

Walters, George 14 

Walters, John 116 

Walters, Leah E. 294 

Walters, Lizzie 116 

Walters, Robert 18 

Walton, Buck 84 

Walton Co. [{Gaj) 151 

War of 1812 281,298 

Ward, Matt 394 

Warner, S. M. 369,370,391 


Warner, Stanley M. 139,176,389 


Warren 123 

Wazcren, Dz. 29 

Warren, James F. 369, 371 
Warren, Jim 29 

Warren, John H. 290 
Warren & Jones 391 


Warren, Chiltoné& 391 
Washington, George 77 
Washington [State] 325 
Washington Co. [Tex] 329 
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Washita Co. [Ark] 225 
water (Tyler] 94 
Waters, Isaac 22 
Watkins, Elizabeth 181 
Watkins, Wm. 181 
Watson, Ada E. 346 
Watts, Absolem S. 22 
Waxahachie [Tex] 312 
Waxard Dist [{S.C.] 142 
Weatherby, H. 120 
Weatherford [Tex] 311 
Weaver, Francis 351 
Weaver, G. W. 286 
Weaver, Green 286 
Weaver, Jennie 307 
Weaver, Josh 228,307 
Weaver, Lee 286 
Weaver, Mrs. H. J. 
Weaver, Wm. 351 
Webb, Thomas 10 
Webb, W. M. 34 
Weeks 122 

Weis, Mrs oW.>D» 
Wells, Bart 228 
Wertts, LOL. 228 
Weis 6h. aH. Sey oS 

West Erwin Street 186 
West Ferguson Street 316 
Wharton, Jack 246 

Wheat 130 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 
Whitaker, 


205 


342 


Ellen G. 230 
Elizabeth G. 229 
Henry A. 230,231 
Isaac 229 

James M. 228-231 
John “T.. 230 

Meg. B.S... 226 
Orpen 230 ,231 
Peace H. 229 
Whitaker, Pleasant C.229,230,231 
Whitaker, Thomas J. 229 
Whitaker Nurseries 230 
White 122. 

WHLCE,y dan Eee 

White, Mary 337 

White, Miss 243 

White, Susan 337 
Whitehouse [Tex] 8,183, 

211,366 
Whitmore, George W. 
Whitmore, Hattie 99 
Wigfall, Louis T. 396 
Wiggins, Chesley 344 
Wiggins, Ed B. 240,244 
Wiggins, Ed W. 343,344 
Wiggins, Eddie 344 
Wiggins, Florence 344 
Wiggins, Gee 344 
Wiggins, Ida 343 
Wiggins, J. W. 343 
Wiggins, John M. 70,212,343 
Wiggins, Lizzie 344 
Wiggins, Mary 344 
Wiggins, Mary E. 
Wiggins, Mittie 
Wiggins, Sallie 
Wiggins, Thomas 


83 


343,344 
245,343 
70,212,343 
343,344,369,371 


Wiggins, Tom 28 

Wiggins, William 343-344 

Wiggins, Felton & 371 

Wilbarger Co. [Tex] 350 

WHlLey;-C. 1C...257 « 

Wiley, Charles T. 

Wiley, Columbus C. 
272-275 

Wilew, Jase 0.273.275 

Wiley, T. Claude 274 

Wiley, Taylor 272 

Wiley.» Thess. jd «.273.,274 

Wiley, Walter C. 273 

Wiley, Will .257 ,273.,.274,275 

Wiley, Adams & 274 

Wilkinson Co. [Ga] 306 

Willett, Gus A. 264 

Willett, Marie Elizabeth 265 

Williams 30 

Williams, Col. 172 

Williams, Crockett 243 

Williams, D. C. 240,242 

Williams, Nancy Ann 323 

Williams, Nannie 272 

Williams, Sam D. 240,246 

Williams, Sam D. & Sons 246 

Williams, Sheriff 319 

Williams, Thomas 323 

Williamson, Anna 116 

Williamson, Jasper 229,383 

Williamson, Julius 116 

Wi dee, os Hs SS. 

Willis, Lucinda 67 

Willis' Drug Store 186 

Willshire, Ellen 280 

Willshire, Josiah 280 

Wilson 122 

Wilson, Benjamin 225 

Wilson, Delilia 280 

Wilson, Eliza 280 

Wilson, Elizabeth 280 

Wilson, G. D. 334 

Wilson, James 280,281 

Wilson, Jane 280,281 

Wilson, John FPF. 280 

Wilson, Laun 226 

Wilson, Martha 280,332 

Wilson, Nancy 280 

Wilson, Rebecca 225 

Wilson, Samuel 280-281 

Wilson, Sarah 333,335 

Wilson, William 18 

Wilson, William C. 280 

Winona [Tex] 70,130,212,213,214 
239.270, 285., 306 

Winnsboro [Tex] 270 

Winston Co. [Miss] 280 

Woldert, Alexander 63 

Woldert, Alma Louise 62 

Woldert, Alma Mary 62 

Woldert, Clara Edelina 63 

Woldert, Christine Ellen 62 

Woldert, Elizabeth Edelina 63 

Woldert, Gustave Julius 63 

Woldert, Jack Wofford 63 

Woldert, John George 59,60,61 
pict. 60 


243 
95,96, 
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Woldert, Julia Dent 62 Wooc Co. [Tex] 68,80,243,282,319 


“Weldert tT. Ov 388 Woodall 122 

Woldert, Theodore Oscar 62 Woodall, Mr. 258 
Woldert, William Albert 62 Wooten, Billy 228 
Woldert, William Albert Jr. 62 Wooton, William 10,13 
Woldert Grocery Co. 63 Works, Louisa 333 

Wolf, John 14,22 World's Centennial Fair 152 
Woltrous, Judge 380 Wortham, William A. 111 
Wood, Abi 353 Wortham, William B. 111 
Wood, Esther 353 Wren, Craig 10 

Wood, E..<. 333 Wren, Nicholas 22 

Wood, Floyd 354 Wyoming 116 

Wood, H. ©. 299 Yarbrough 76 

wood, L. A. 353 Yarbrough, Geo. 27,32,101.104,206 
Wooa, J. F. 353 Yarbrough, Harvey 72, 
Weed... ad. W. 353 261,360 

wood, M.. RK. 353 Yarbrough, Lum 260 
Wood, Matthew 254,553-354,389 Yarbrough, Tempie 72 
ood, &. 2. 353,354 Yates; hk: Tf: 33 

Wood, Sallie 254 Yeager, William 389 
Weod, U. iG. 353 York Right 234 

Wood, W. H. 353,354 Young, Judge 316 


Wood, W. R. 353 
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